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“…and hast professed a good profession before many witnesses”  I Timothy 6:12b 

 It is many centuries ago now that the young man, whose mother was a Jewess and whose father 

was a Greek, made a good profession of faith in Jesus Christ. Paul and Silas were possibly present too 

when this promising young man stood forth in the church at Derbe or Lystra to confess his faith in this 

Jesus of Nazareth, and in the gospel of sovereign grace. It was necessary for the sake of the Jewish 

members in the vicinity, who knew Timothy, that the latter should submit to the rite of physical 

circumcision. He must also have been baptized in the Name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost. 

No doubt the two women who had so much to do with Timothy’s training, as a child from the 

Scriptures, were present too. They were his mother Eunice and his grandmother Lois. It was a very 

great moment when Timothy, as a true-born son in the faith, makes his confession, standing in the New 

Testament congregation, in the Gentile world.  

 There was a large audience present. God would have many witnesses at this occasion. Timothy 

would become a “man of God”, a fellow-worker in the church, whom Paul always loved as his “dear 

son”. There must have been something very loveable about this young man. He was called unto eternal 

life, he must fight the good fight of faith, and lay hold on eternal life! 

 Recently I saw them stand there. It touched my heart. They rose up before the congregation, 

before many witnesses. They gave a “good confession” on that Sunday morning. I read of them later in 

Beacon Lights, and I remembered them standing there in the church, and heard them say one by one 

“Yes” to the questions which were put to them. And many witnesses heard it. It was done in the 

presence of God, the Lord Jesus, and all His elect angels. The latter too looked down and rejoiced. 

There was more than one sinner who repented! 

 And then I looked once more and reflected on the three questions to which they answered in the 

affirmative. 

 “Do you acknowledge the doctrine contained in the Old and New Testaments and in the 

Articles of the Christian Faith and taught here in this Christian Church to be the true and complete 

doctrine of salvation?” 

What a direct question to ask! Here in this sinful and unbelieving world where the truth of the gospel is 

not believed, but gainsaid, young people were asked: do you acknowledge the Bible to be the only 

“doctrine” of salvation. A doctrine which is true and complete. Nothing may be added, nothing may be 

detracted from it. And then I hear young people say “Yes”, that is my personal committed position in 

the midst of the world. That is a miracle of grace, indeed. Flesh and blood could not reveal this to these 

young people. Fathers and mothers, ministers, teachers all taught it. But to acknowledge this all before 

many witnesses, that is of the Lord. 

 And the next question spoke of a godly resolve. It was not a flippant off-the-cuff reply. It was 

“have you resolved?”. Is this a prayerful resolution to which you have come, like that Ruth, the 

Moabitess, when she said, “thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God”. These young people 

were not Moabites. They were in the household of faith from their childhood, like Timothy. They 

knew the Scriptures from their childhood, at mother’s knee. Yet a firm resolution had grown in their 

hearts, and they must express it. They did not “join church” of which they had been members all their 

life, and were therefore baptized as infants. But they must utter before many witnesses, a solemn “yes,” 

to “Have you resolved by the grace of God to adhere to this doctrine; to reject all heresies repugnant 

thereto and to lead a new, godly life”? 

 Faith must be confessed. And faith does not only adhere to sound doctrine, it also by the very 

law of the Spirit of life rejects all that fights and militates against this faith in Christ. It rejects heresies; 

it rejects all that is contrary to the teaching of “this Christian Church”, which means: The Protestant 



Reformed Church, as she adheres to the Articles of the Christian Faith and in the Three Forms of 

Unity: Heidelberg Catechism, Belgic Confession and the Canons of Dordt. 

 My mind went back almost a half Century. There I stood too and made that good profession 

before many witnesses. It was by the grace of God that I made that confession. I did not understand 

that so profoundly then. But now a bit battle-scarred and having learned the tactic of the arch-foe 

Satan, to rob us of the faith, I say with Paul “By the grace of God I am what I am”. Timothy needed to 

be reminded of his “good profession” back there in Derbe, and so do we. We need to be reminded of 

this at the Fiftieth Anniversary of our Churches. We must continue to adhere to the doctrine and to 

reject all heresies. 

 I still cannot forget that moment when the minister read the question. “Will you submit to 

church government, and in case you should become delinquent (which may God graciously forbid) to 

church discipline?” 

 No, these young people were not swearing allegiance to the flag of these United States of 

America. They did not “swear” but they did make the sacred vow. And vows are sacred. They vowed 

to place their neck willingly under the yoke of Christ and his authority, as their Lord and master. They 

will submit to “Church government” as Christ exercises this through the instrumentality of office 

bearers whom He chooses and appoints to these tasks. These young people must have read Hebrews 

13:17 “Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves…” 

 Yes, we learn to submit to Christ’s government when we obey our parents in the Lord. That 

means that we recognize the Lord in our parent’s authority. And now we also see that authority of 

Christ’s Prophetic-Kingly office in the elders and the minister. And we vow before God, Christ, and 

the angels and many witnesses in the church that we shall submit to church government. Good citizens 

of the kingdom of heaven we shall be by God’s grace. We shall be also good citizens in the midst of 

the world. We shall be the salt of the earth, some first-fruits of God’s new creation. 

 Yes, it is a battle, every day anew to keep these our vows before the Lord in spirit and in truth. 

It means: follow after righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness. Fight the good fight of 

faith, whereunto we have been called. 

 May we not err from the faith. 

 Grace be with you, young confessing saints, to the end. Amen 
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