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 “Stand fast in the faith” – I Cor. 16:13 

 How do you do that – stand fast in the faith? You begin, as did this man, by taking a much 

simpler stance, on your knees. But he was no longer a neophyte when discovered in such a position. 

Near the end of his journey, being weary, he was tempted to take By-path Meadow to Enchanted 

Ground. The air there tends to make one drowsy just when he must watch and be sober, lest he fall into 

fatal sleep. So he had a battle of it to keep awake. Almost at the end of this ground was heard the sound 

of a very solemn voice, trembling with much concern. Coming closer revealed a man on his knees, 

with hands and eyes lifted up, speaking earnestly to one that was above. Another man from Darkland, 

Mr. Standfast it was, making for the Heavenly City. 

 Have you ever had the experience of coming suddenly upon a man down on his knees in 

prayer? It’s not unusual to come upon a family in prayer about the kitchen table. But it’s a rarity to 

discover a man on his knees praying. The natural reaction would be to steal quietly away, making as 

little disturbance as possible, out of respect to man’s privacy. But, if he were a close friend, or a 

roommate, perhaps you would kneel down beside him to add your prayer to his! Who does not pray as 

this man did in times of great trouble? But few feel the need of private prayer daily. Standfast, when so 

occupied, could not care less who saw or heard him. Could you locate and point out your own secret 

prayer spots? Could you indicate a shady spot near flowing mountain stream? Could you show the 

exact tree you used to climb to be alone with God in prayer? Is there perhaps a high Etam, which, 

while the tree may be long gone, remains, where, like Samson, you could withdraw to pray for your 

allotted time? A good habit, yet though done in the greatest secrecy can hardly be kept undiscovered. 

Always there are prying eyes, as Daniel learned. Nor is prayer activity always interpreted favorably, as 

Daniel also learned. A Daniel, suppose, with a work schedule of seven in the morning to eleven at 

night, if discovered busily praying in one of those secret places, might be maligned as lazy, avoiding 

his work, a habitual loafer. But without such activity, one does not stand fast. 

 What kept Standfast faithful to his self-appointed task? It was his deep understanding of the 

wise counsel, “Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation”. Surging, strong, insistent 

temptations constantly assailed him. He just as avidly resisted them. Once when weary and sleepy, he 

was accosted by an attractive, tall, dark well-dressed woman who offered him her bed, her body and 

her purse. This, besides learning that she was Madam Bubble, mistress of the world, was enough to 

send him from her flying. Whoever lays down his head in her lap as good as lays it down on the block. 

Whoever lays adoring eyes on her is accounted an enemy of God. She is a sorceress and by her 

sorceries makes this world an Enchanted Ground. She has given it out in some places that she is a 

goddess and so some do worship her. She pours out hordes of gold from her purse in certain places on 

certain persons. She is a bold, impudent slut and will talk with any man. She loves to be sought after, 

spoken well of, and to lie in the bosoms of men. She never wearies of recommending her attractions, 

loves them who think best of her, and promises some crowns and kingdoms if they will but take her 

advice. Yet she has reduced many to slavery and brought ten thousand times more to hell. She draws 

men into many hurtful lusts which drown them in destruction and perdition. She set Absalom against 

his father, and Jeroboam against his mast. She persuaded Judas to sell his Lord and was the cause of 

Demas’ falling down the shaft of a silver mine to break his neck. She estranges rulers and subjects, 

parents and children, neighbor and neighbor, man and wife and sets a man at variance against himself. 

Standfast, with fear and trembling, was able to stand against her wiles because he was motivated and 

directed by a much stronger will than hers. For this is what he lived by: “Love not The World, neither 

the things that are in The World. If any man love The World, the love of the Father is not in him. For 

all that is in The World, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the 



Father, but is of The World. And The World passeth away, and the lust thereof; but he that doeth the 

will of God abideth forever.” So Standfast could also be called Abide-forever. 

 Standfast, to live up to his name, was a watchman, for every Standfast must stand as a 

watchman, gathering intelligence of the enemy’s approach and maneuvers (Hab. 2:7). He must stand, 

put on the whole armor of God and with spiritual weaponry fight the good fight of faith all his life to 

the end. His sword is always in hand, never decorating his mantel-piece. In full armor he stands his 

ground as a fighting soldier, resisting all the enemy’s furious assaults face to face, foot to foot, hand to 

hand (Eph. 6:13,14). Then he must, and only then he may, stand, not any more as a fighter, but as a 

conqueror. Then his stance is that of the victor when the conquered is thrown down upon the ground 

(Ps. 20:8) and brought under foot of the conqueror (Josh. 10:24-25). 

 Then it came time for Mr. Standfast to prepare himself for the conqueror’s crown. As with the 

passing of pilgrim’s he leaves the wilderness, goes down to the River Jordan, which was quite calm 

when he waded into the waters, and, about half way across, he stands a while to speak to his 

companions. There he felt like the priests who bore the ark of the covenant over Jordan to the promised 

land, to the heavenly Canaan. That is John Bunyan’s very biblical picture of the believer’s passage 

from this world to glory. With the promise of a glorious, eternal and heavenly Canaan, who needs, or 

would want such a comparatively bas, mean entity as a paltry chunk of real estate that is Palestine, 

even if the whole UAR were thrown in? Since you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s seed, and 

heirs according to the promise. With Abraham, we are heirs of the world, which means heirs of the 

New Heavens and the New Earth. There the King of glory and the kingdom of glory are, also the 

Church of the firstborn, the heavenly Jerusalem, where no more crying is (Isa. 65:17,19). Spiritually-

minded Israel, crossing over to Canaan, looked forward to that, not to an evanescent empire. 
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