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 With this issue Beacon Lights starts a series of articles about all the Young People’s Societies. 

The societies were asked to write a short article about themselves and their activities. We hope to have 

all the society reports in this and in the next two issues. 

 

LOVELAND YOUNG PEOPLE’S SOCIETY 

 Too often we, as young people of the Covenant, forget what meeting together every Sunday 

really is. It is more than being bodily present for attendance’s sake. More important, our true motive 

must take root within the heart. We must desire to study God’s Word and as a result we will grow 

spiritually. 

 It is a natural thing for us to casually mention or refer to our Society meetings, but with as 

many Societies as our denomination contains, no doubt there are numerous ways in which each Society 

is conducted. This is how we do it in Loveland: 

 We met in the basement of the church around long tables, much like a catechism class. At the 

start of Society, we sing a Psalter number. Our Society season is from September to May, when we 

recess for the summer. 

 Reverend George Lanting is our president and Bible leader, and he opens each meeting with 

prayer. Mr. Ivan Griess, who leads our meetings in the absence of Rev. Lanting, is vice-president. 

Their help and guidance is very beneficial to us. Sharon Nelson is secretary, Tim Griess is treasurer, 

and Phil Lanting is general adjunct. 

 For our program this year we have been studying the book of Hebrews. At present we are 

discussing the Old Testament Levitical Priesthood versus the priesthood of Melcisedec, a typ of our 

High Priest, Jesus Christ. Each week the members alphabetically take turns introducing a few verses of 

the chapter being studied, to give a general idea of the passage’s meaning. 

 Minutes from the previous meeting are read by the secretary between the Program and the 

After-Recess Program. During this time, a collection is also taken. This money is used to pay for 

outings, such as renting of gyms, etc. 

 For an After-Recess Program we take turns presenting and discussing various questions and 

subjects. This list includes such topics as: Dancing, Movies, The Christian Woman’s Place in the 

Home, Transcendental Meditation, Christian Liberty, Contentment in the Lord, Various Kinds of 

Music, Smoking, and Obeying Father and Mother. Three weeks were spent discussing Total Depravity 

– one of the five Points of Calvinism, an aspect of doctrine that we have been taught ever since we 

were small catechumens. Yet there was a misunderstanding among us regarding our old man, dead in 

sin, versus our life in Jesus Christ, of which we have only a small beginning in this life. It was 

extremely profitable for us to discuss this. It was stresses that we must never take the fundamentals of 

our religion for granted. They make the foundation upon which we increase in our diligence in 

searching of the Scriptures and living our lives completely for the Lord. Matthew 7:24-25 is a beautiful 

expression of this: “Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken 

him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock: And the rain descended, and the floods came, 

and the winds blew, and beat upon the house; and it fell not: for it was founded upon a rock.” The rock 

is Christ, our hope, a solid foundation. 

 There are several committees, each having a specific function: The Singspiration Committee at 

present is planning a singspiration to be held sometime in February; the duty of the Fund-Raising 

committee is to schedule various projects to raise money for the 1976 Convention; and the Delinquent 

Committee fortunately has not had to do a thing yet this year! 



 The most active committee is the Outing Committee. We had our first hayride this year and it 

was a great success. One of the men of the congregation donated a wagon, tractor, and the “required” 

straw bales. That is one outing that will definitely be planned again. 

 In November, the Young People’s Society went out for supper to a steak house (Sirloin 

Stockade for those of you who are familiar with them!) and treated the President, Vice-President, and 

their wives to a free meal. 

 For about the last four years, we have had a progressive dinner at Christmas. That is when you 

go to a different house for every course of the meal. Appetizers, salads, main meal, and dessert and 

games were the courses this year. Games include a grab bag, which, incidentally, is a “must” for any 

progressive dinner! The presents are inexpensive gag gifts…stuffed animals, candy, “Make Your Own 

Balloon Kits,” whistles, rubber pants three sizes to small for the individual, and the “traditional” 

pacifier. 

 It is not rare to have “on-the-spot” outings. This was especially true during Christmas. We 

decide to go bowling, roller-skating, etc. and we just go. Roller-skating is quite popular. Every few 

months the Young People’s Society sponsors a roller-skating party and the entire congregation is 

invited. We had a roller-skating outing December 8, 1975, and another is scheduled for February 9. 

 In this day and age of the foolishness of the youth of the world, it is good for Christian young 

people to stay together. Through Society we have communion with one another and learn how blessed 

we really are. It is a means given of God by which we receive strength and upbuilding. The Lord 

dwells with us and we experience His nearness. 

 “…But if we walk in the light, we have fellowship one with another…” I John 1:7a 

 Fellowship…truly a gift of God. 

 

HULL YOUNG PEOPLE’S SOCIETY 

 Presently, the Hull Young People’s Society has nineteen members with other (who are not yet 

members) attending quite frequently. Our President is Rev. J. Kortering and our vice-president is Mr. 

Gerben L. De Jong. 

 We are studying the book of Genesis. Members, assigned by the secretary in alphabetical order, 

carry on the Bible discussions. The Bible passage is first read by those attending and then the assigned 

member asks questions, explains ideas and important points, and discusses the passage. 

 The last Sunday of each month is set aside for a special topic discussion. These are led by two 

members who can choose a topic from a prepared list or choose an idea for themselves. The special 

topics for this year so far have been: Women Office-bearers in the Church, Letting our Lights Shine, 

The Living Bible, and Our Duty as Covenant Youth.  

 As for activities, we’ve kept ourselves busy preparing for them and carrying our plans out. On 

November 2, 1975, we sponsored a Reformation Singspiration and invited the Doon and Edgerton 

Congregations. Rev. Slopsema spoke for the evening. 

 The boys of our society have been playing basketball with the men of the Mr. and Mrs. Society 

at night in a rented gym. 

 On October 28, 1975, our society held a hayride and invited the Thursday evening catechism 

classes. Afterwards we had a bonfire and roasted hot dogs and drank hot chocolate. 

 We set December 22, 1975, as our Christmas Party date. Again the Thursday evening 

catechism classes were invited. First we went carolling to some members of our congregation. When 

we came back to church, we play games, ate lunch, and had a grab bag exchange. 

 On February 22, 1976, we plan D.V., to have a roller skating party in Rock Rapids, Iowa, and 

we are inviting the Doon and Edgerton societies and evening catechism classes. 

 Plans are D.V., to hold a Soup and Pie Supper/ Family Night to earn money for the 1976 

convention. The congregation is invited for supper and then we all go up to the gym and play 

basketball, volleyball, etc. Afterwards, we have a small lunch of coffee, drink, cookies, bars, and so on. 



 So far, this is what is in the planning. We don’t really know of any other activities yet. Maybe 

some more money raising projects for the ’76 convention will be held. 

 We had a Christmas break the 28th of December and we usually take a summer break also. 

 

SOUTH HOLLAND YOUNG PEOPLE’S SOCIETY 

 The Young People’s Society of the South Holland Protestant Reformed Church is lead by 

Reverend Engelsma and has 33 members. The society meets on Sunday afternoons from 1:45 till 3:00. 

Mr. Bert Wories is the vice-president; Anita, secretary; Bill De Jong, treasurer; and Cheryl Van Baren, 

the vice-all. 

 This season, our Bible discussions are taken from Hebrews, through which we learn much 

about the New Testament realization of the Old Testament ceremonial laws and promises. The after-

recess program, presented each week by a member of the society, covers a chapter in the book, The 

Chruch in History by B.K. Kuiper. The book tells of the history of the church from the apostolic age 

to the present. This makes both an interest and informative after-recess program through which we 

learn of the persecutions of the Christians, how many of the present-day beliefs came to be and of the 

Reformation and different sects in religion. 

 During the course of a year, we have activities such as hay rides, ice-skating parties and gym 

nights. Each year we have a Christmas party and carol at the Holland Home and for the elderly and 

widows in our congregation. At the close of a season, we have a Young People’s dinner at which we 

treat the President, Vice-President, and their wives to a meal. 

 To collect money for the convention last year, we hosted a car wash and wax, a bake sale, a 

spaghetti supper, and collected patrons. 

 All in all, the Young People’s Society in our church is a good means for Christian fellowship. 
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