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 At the time of the writing of this article we are in the middle of what is called the “Christmas 

Season”. Newscasters are heard proclaiming holiday truces in various trouble spots of the world, and 

bemoaning that this spirit of peace and joy cannot be with us all through the year. The Salvation Army 

bells are ringing, beckoning the 11 ½ month “Scrooges” to share now in the Christmas spirit. And 

recently I heard a minister of the Word bemoan the fact that now we have to return to our “drab 

existence” seeing that Christmas is past. 

 Christmas now is past. Do you have a drab existence now, young people? Have you lost the 

“spirit of Christmas”? As students, are you suffering through the new term with your only hope the 

coming of the spring vacation? Those of you with other occupations, have you lost your holiday 

cheerfulness? What happened to your willingness to help others and to speak to your aged 

acquaintances? Don’t you wish the kindness and consideration associated with Christmas time was yet 

with you? What about your existence? Is it aimless? Do you experience a lack of direction and an 

absence of purpose in your life now that Christmas is past? 

 For you, Protestant Reformed youth, and for me, the answer to all these questions better be 

different from the answer of many of those around us. How in the world can we who by faith see 

Christ as our Saviour go about aimlessly without hope or purpose in this world? Even more, how can 

we who confess Christ as our Lord go glumly about that calling which God has given us to do? 

 We are told in the Scripture what the calling of each of us is in this respect. We are to return, as 

did the shepherds, glorifying and praising God. Our existence then will not be dull and drab, but will 

be a happy, busy one. The Holy Spirit through Paul tells us in I Corinthians 6:20, “For ye are bought 

with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God’s”. Through the 

glorious work of Christ we have in principle eternal life. This Christ Himself tells us in John 17:3: 

“And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ Whom Thou 

hast sent”. Each one of us must live in the constant knowledge that we have been delivered from the 

deepest depths of sin and misery, even though daily we flee to the Cross asking anew for forgiveness. 

Listen to Ephesians 5:8-10; “For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord; walk 

as children of the light (for the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness and righteousness and truth) proving 

what is acceptable unto the Lord”. And finally we are instructed in Romans 14:7,8: ‘For none of us 

liveth to himself, and no man dieth to himself. For whether we live, we live unto the Lord; and whether 

we die, we die unto the Lord, Whether we live, therefore, or die, we are the Lord’s”. 

 How then will we glorify and praise God in our lives? As students, we will cheerfully and 

diligently do the work required, not only the first week but all through the year, giving all glory to God 

the Creator of all things. As Young People Society members, we will gather faithfully each week 

instructing and being instructed in our mutual study of God’s holy Word. As singers, we will glorify 

God through song all year long in the church and in the home. When we go, praising God as did the 

shepherds, our choral societies and radio choirs will not suffer from half-hearted or lagging 

memberships, for God will be praised. In our work, we will for Christ’s sake do diligently the tasks 

assigned to us. As Christian stewards, we will give liberally of our time and money all year long. Let 

us then “in all our ways acknowledge Him, and He will direct our paths”. Then we can say with the 

Psalmist, “Happy is that people whose God is the Lord”. 
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