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 The year is 1976 – the 200th birthday of the United States. Many people from all across the 

country will be celebrating the Bicentennial. But a serious question come to mind – How should 

Christians, people of God, celebrate the Bicentennial? 

 Before going any further, the matter of patriotism should be explained. What is true patriotism? 

How must we as Christians exercise that patriotism? 

 Webster’s dictionary defines a patriot as “one who loves his country and zealously supports its 

authority and interests.” God has placed us in this land and the magistrate that stands in authority over 

us receives its authority from God. We maintain the principle that all authority is from God. We 

recognize no authority except that which comes from God. This is based on the Scripture text found in 

Romans 13:1,2 and 5: “Let every soul be subject to the higher power. For there is no power but God: 

the powers that be are ordained of God. Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, resisteth God: and 

they that resist shall receive to themselves damnation… Wherefore ye must needs be subject, not only 

for wrath, but also for conscience sake.” 

 When we speak of our country, we do so as believers, as Christians in the midst of this present 

world. We can never forget the fact that our spiritual citizenship is in heaven. We are written into the 

records of God by His sovereign election. our home is in heaven. We are new creatures, citizens of the 

kingdom of heaven, which can only mean that we are strangers in the midst of this present world. At 

the same time, we are friend-servants of God. We are to love and serve Him in the office of believers 

in our personal lives, in our family life, in our church life, and also as citizens of our earthly fatherland. 

 When we speak of patriotism as love for our country, we speak as spiritual citizens of the 

kingdom of heaven. We are not devoted to our country with a devotion that resembles idol worship. 

Nor does that devotion resemble an offensive display of our own selfish interests. We are motivated by 

the love of God. For God’s sake we love our parents, our church, our neighbor, and our country. 

 Patriotism is based on proper citizenship. There can be no patriotism without respect for those 

in authority over us. The fifth commandment teaches us, “honor your father and mother, that your days 

may be long in the land that the Lord thy God giveth thee.” This must be stressed, especially in a time 

of disrespect for all authority. Think of all the campaigning that is done before each election .One 

candidate tries to outdo the other in all kinds of promises. They seek their won self-interest, or maybe 

the success of their party without any consideration for the law or the Word of God. Yet we must 

respect them for God’s sake. Calvin makes the remark in his Institutes, that we must obey all “who 

possess the sovereignty, even though they perform none of the duties of their function.” That is strong 

in saying that we respect those in authority only for God’s sake, even if they do not carry out their 

obligation, and we submit ourselves to them and obey them for the reason that God has placed them 

over us. We must apply the fifth commandment to every phase of our lives. Children must obey their 

parents in the Lord, servants must obey their masters in singleness of heart as unto Christ; every soul 

must be subject to the higher powers, for the powers are ordained of God. 

 We also can speak of allegiance. Only a sincere Christian can show proper allegiance to his 

country. His allegiance is not to the country as such, but to his God. If he leaves his country to visit 

some foreign land, it is only proper that he should give an oath of allegiance, promising to be faithful 

to his country. The same applies during times of war. Even though a foreign enemy invades the land, 

we would be compelled to submit and show fidelity, for God’s sake. 

 A few words can be said about seeking the welfare of our country. This topic has aroused 

interest in the church from time to time. Two positions are often taken on the subject. 

 First of all, there are those who would stress that it is the duty of the Christian to exert his 

influence upon politics, and therefore to be active in the realm of politics. It is argued that Christ is 



Lord over all and that His Lordship should also become evident. Therefore, it is the duty of the 

Christian citizen to gain the world for Christ. A Christian political party is wanted – Christian mayors, 

senators, representatives and presidents. The whole world must be won for Christ. 

 Secondly, there are, both in the Netherlands and in our own country, those who raise strong 

objection to this view. They maintain that it is the calling of the believer to “seek first the kingdom of 

heaven and its righteousness,” trusting that all other things will be added unto us. Christ is King of all 

His Church and only for the sake of His Church is He Lord over all. Our ambition must not be “to win 

the world for Christ,” but rather to live our lives opposed to the world of wickedness, and realize that 

the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 

 A believer must be and is the salt of the earth by his life in the midst of the world. He does the 

will of His heavenly Father in obedience to God. He sets His heart on the kingdom of heaven. Like 

Daniel did in Babylon, he prays three times a day for deliverance. 

 In conclusion, “How Should Christians Celebrate the Bicentennial?” Respect those in authority 

over us, show allegiance to our country at all times in love to God; seek the welfare of our country as 

children of God in the midst of this present world. We must always be men and women of God, 

fulfilling our office of believers in the midst of this present world, as those who are to give account of 

all that we do before the face of our God. 
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