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In the last few years, there has been quite a bit of controversy over the use of “You” and 

“Your” in prayer. I would like to share some thoughts on this subject. In the preface to the New 

International Version of the Bible, you read this: “As for the omission of the pronouns ‘thou”, 

“thee”, and “thine” in reference to the Deity, the translators remind the reader that to retain these 

archaisms ... would have violated their aim of faithful translation. The Greek text uses no special 

pronouns to express reverence for God and Christ.” Now, I am not here trying to promote this 

new version of the Bible. But I do think a good point is made in this preface, and that is that the 

language that the Word was originally written in does not use special pronouns to refer to God. 

Many of us, however, have learned to use the special pronouns, “thee” and “thou” in our 

devotions. This having come about, of course, by the fact that for many years we have used the 

King James Version of the Bible which uses these forms. The KJV was written in the common, 

accepted English of the time. As this accepted English changed, we discarded the forms “thee” 

and “thou” from both our conversational and written language, retaining them when it came to 

Scripture reading or prayer. But the fact is that these forms are used in the KJV not only when 

referring to God, but also when speaking to any person. So we see that the pronouns in both the 

Greek original and in the KJV were simply the common pronouns in use at the time. (It is 

interesting to note that the pronouns used in the KJV to indicate God or Christ are not even 

capitalized.) 

Because of the fact that the common pronouns were used previously, it strikes me that 

some Christians today should become upset when other Christians use the common pronouns 

“You” and “Your” in their devotions. This especially strikes me when you realize that in order to 

use the archaic forms, a person must also change the accompanying verb form. The only time we 

would ever use the forms “wast”, “wert”, “shalt” and soon, is when we use “thee” and “thou”. To 

me this sometimes has the tendency to make our prayers seem rather forced and unnatural. 

When we as Christians look at the question of whether or not we should use the modern 

pronouns, we must be concerned with the respect due to God’s Name. And I know that many say 

that “Thee” and “Thou” show more respect and that tradition has hallowed their use. But we 

must remember that tradition doesn’t make holy. Isn’t that the truth that we must learn from 

Christ when the Pharisees condemn the disciples for eating with unwashed hands, thus breaking 

the tradition of the elders? We must see that just because we have always done something a 

certain way, that doesn’t make that the only way to do it. 

Some will say that there are people who use the forms, "You” and “Your” to bring God 

down to man's level. This may be true of some, although such people go much further than 

merely using the modern pronouns in their prayers. But the fact that such people exist has no 

bearing on the rightness of using the modern forms, just as the obvious fact that there are 

hypocrites in the Church doesn’t prove that no true Church exists. I am not talking about such 

people. I am talking about born-again believers. 

Christians from other cultures must think it rather strange that we would use archaic 

forms when praying. And Christians from our own background may well use the modern forms 

because they feel their prayers to be more natural by doing so. Is it, after all, really necessary to 

use the archaic forms to show respect? I don’t think so. I respect my parents, but I have never 

said "Thee” or “Thou” to them. I respect my minister, but I don’t talk to him that way either. I 



would never think to address him as “Thou”, would you? Of course not. It is unnatural, and I 

think unnecessary. I think the fundamental thing to remember is this: it is the attitude of the 

speaker that counts. If the speaker has respect for God, then whether he uses “Thee” or “You", 

he will do so in reverence of God. If the speaker does not feel respect for the Almighty, then 

regardless of which pronoun he uses, his prayer is disrespectful. 

So what am I really saying? Do I think that it is wrong to use “Thee” and “Thou”? No. 

But I am saying that we may never condemn the man who with good conscience uses "You” and 

“Your". Personally, I don’t think this issue to be vitally important. But it bothers me when so 

many people in our churches seem to think that the only way to address God is with the archaic 

forms “Thee” and "Thou”. The sincere Christian who uses the modern form respects his God as 

much as those who use the older forms. 

Sometimes I think that we must beware that we are not “teaching for doctrines the 

commandments of men.” (Mark 7:7) Let’s be careful. You use "Thee” and “Thou"? Fine. But 

don’t condemn the brother who uses “You” and "Your” in his devotions. Let’s not be guilty of 

straining at gnats, like the Scribes and Pharisees, but rather let us be concerned about the 

"weightier matters of the law, judgement, mercy and faith.” (Matt. 23:23) 
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