
Resolutions 
Neal Hanko 

 

 

Another year has begun. With the beginning of the new year it is the custom of many 

people to make dozens of New Year resolutions. The human race wants to begin the new year on 

the right foot. Individuals may resolve to quit smoking, or something of that sort. 

Nations of the world look forward to more advancement in the cause of world peace, 

solving racial problems, or relieving the hunger of those starving in various parts of the world. 

All these are attempts and resolutions to make the world a better place for them to live in. 

However, I am not concerned with this. 

We, as the Protestant Reformed Churches, are standing on the threshold of a new year, a 

year in which we will celebrate, the Lord willing, our 50th anniversary as a denomination. 

As we look back on the past 50 years we can see that the Lord has blessed us as a 

denomination. The Lord has given us the precious Reformed Truths to defend and preserve in the 

midst of a wicked world. 

Many once-reformed churches have forsaken the truth and are following the hellish 

heresy of the Arminians. Others have gone Pentecostal or Modernistic in belief. Many leaders 

deny the most fundamental truths for which our fore-fathers have fought and died. In such a state 

is the church world today. 

Yet, in the midst of all this, our God has given us a great heritage. He has preserved us, 

yea, more than preserved us. Through us He has spread the truth. 

Our publications and radio broadcasts have spread to the four corners of the earth. New 

fields have been opening for missionary work. This is proof that the Lord has also given us the 

task of gathering the lost sheep of the house of Israel. God has given us a seminary, high school, 

grade schools, and much more. All we can do is bow our heads in gratitude. 

As we look ahead to this 50th year of existence, and the years that remain til the Lord 

comes again, we must rededicate ourselves to work diligently and zealously in the faith that the 

Lord has entrusted to us. 

Materially we are living in the lap of luxury. We have all that our hearts could desire. The 

world around us shows no open hostility toward us. In fact, the world is inviting us to join them. 

In times like this, when the Lord choses to tarry, and we live a life of ease, it is easy for us to 

become lax and indifferent. 

We must not let this happen. We must remember that the life of the church is a constant 

battle with the powers of darkness. 

As we look forward to this anniversary celebration, let us resolve to stand firm in 

the truth that God has given to us. We must not become as the church of Sardis. (Rev. 3:1-5) And 

so, let us make this our New Year resolution, and also the resolution of every day of our lives. 

I will close with the exhortation of the Apostle Paul to the church of Ephesus and to us. 

“Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of His might. Put on the whole 

armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we wrestle not 

against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the 

darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. Wherefore take unto you the 

whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand in the evil day, and having done all to stand.” 

(Ephesians 6:10-13) 
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