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“Thanks be to God for His unspeakable (inexpressible) gift" — II Corinthians 9:15 

"Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one another" —1 John 4:11 

At Christmas time our thoughts should be of God; they should be truly God-centered 

thoughts! They should be thinking His thoughts after Him. We should not be thinking of our 

tinker-toy gifts for the Lord and for one another. That is often a very shallow and superficial 

busyness; mere tinsel and decorative wrapping paper, methinks. It often does not rise above that 

which is a great weariness and vexation of spirit. In a word: it does not satisfy. We should be 

thinking of God’s thoughts of peace, which are higher than our thoughts, and of His way which 

leads through the holy place. We should think of the manner of God’s love to us poor, helpless, 

sin-ridden and guilt-burdened sinners. It has been said “take Christ out of Christmas” and you 

have no Christmas, but I will add: take God out of Christ and you have no gift of God. For on 

Christmas we think of Immanuel, God-with-us! 

God has an unspeakable gift. You may understand the text in II Corinthians 9:15 to refer 

either to the “exceeding grace of God for you”, or to God’s eternal Son Himself, whom God did 

not spare; but in either case, the gift is unspeakable. O, yes, you can speak of it in human 

language. But you cannot exhaust the subject. You are dealing with the Mystery of godliness 

which is great. God is manifested in the flesh. Here is infinite love, rich mercy and powerful and 

sovereign grace manifested in the flesh. Here is fullness of grace and truth which no thought can 

fathom; it has depth which no line can measure, and which no human can search out or express. 

No one has ever told all that is implied in this love and gift of God to the end. It is higher than 

heaven and deeper than hell. It is God's inexpressible Gift! 

We were going to do a little thinking about this inexpressible gift were we not? Take the 

shoes from off your feet; we now tread upon holy ground. We are going to hear what the Holy 

One of Israel, the Lord of hosts says about this gift, in which he gives Himself. The key for these 

few stammering’s of mine is given in I John 4:11 “Beloved, if thus God love us...!” I could try 

here to multiply the adjectives and the superlatives. But the gift will remain still inexpressible. 

So I had better in thankfulness ascribe all the praise to the Lord and listen to the exposition of 

this infinite love in finite words as given by the Apostle John. 

First of all. God is love. He is love in His very essence. It is a virtue of His divine will. It 

is the bond of perfection of the Triune God, Father, Son and Holy Ghost. This love is perfect, 

infinite, immense, fathomlessly great. God is love as He is light and there is no darkness in Him. 

It is for this reason that love is out of God. He is the eternal fountain, full of the rivers of life and 

goodness. The riches are from the river of God, which is full of water. 

Secondly, do you desire to see where this gift of God was manifested? It is manifested in 

God’s sending of His only begotten Son. It was manifested in this Son whom God sent into the 

world, in order that we might live through Him. We see this love and gift of God when Jesus lies 

wrapped in swaddling clothes in a manger. Angels are hovering over-head in the very heavens, 

and shepherds worship and the virgin Mary and Joseph believe. Mary ponders all these things in 

her heart. Here is the unspeakable gift of God. And, thanks be to God, while He was bringing his 

only begotten Son into the world, the mighty Caesar Augustus must have all the world be taxed. 

These are some God-centered thoughts! 

Thirdly, do you desire to see how the love of God operates, the love which God is, which 



he always remains the fountain of, and which he manifested in the sending of His Son? Then 

notice carefully that the operation and the power and efficacy of this love is never from us to 

God; love never has its starting-point in us. It is not that we loved God. That is not the un-

speakable gift. If that were the case this love and gift of God would not even exist. That would 

be pure humanism. No love is such emphatically, that He loved us, and that He sent His Son a 

propitiation for our sins. 

Such is God’s unspeakable gift of grace. 

It is God’s superabundant gift of love to us. 

Now go and purchase your gifts for those whom you love in this love of God. Think of 

your enemy when you buy your gift. Yes, love the brother in all his imperfection; show in your 

life and giving much mercy, love, longsuffering and patience. Place coals of fire on the head of 

your enemy. Do not merely do good to those who do good to you. If God did that there would be 

no unspeakable gift. Heaven would not be heaven echoing and resounding with the praises of the 

redeemed of all ages. 

Whom shall I give a present? Do not forget the poor and the indigent. May your 

Christmas gift be an expression of your love which is out of God, and may it be an infallible 

proof for yourself and others that you know God, that you love the brother. Let your heart be in 

it. Such gifts don’t require a special evening called “Saint Nick’s Day”. Life is then not in two 

different spheres, the secular and the spiritual. It will be cut out of one cloth with the true 

religion, which is visiting widows and orphans in their afflictions, and keeping ourselves 

unspotted from the World. We then learn the spiritual art of making friends from the unrighteous 

Mammon, that presently we may be received in everlasting habitations. 

Christmas-time is a good and fitting time to work out your own salvation with 

fear and trembling. It means that we then experience the power of God, who works in us both to 

will and to do of His good pleasure. Yes, we will then have the same mind in us which was in 

Christ, who for our sakes became poor that we might be made rich. He who did not deem it a 

matter of robbery to be equal with God took upon himself the essential form of a servant. He 

made himself of no reputation. Let that mind be in you, my youthful and beloved reader. 

How much is too much money spent for gifts? If you do not spend it in God-centered 

thoughts of God's love, and the operation of this love in yourself, little or much makes no 

difference. All that is not out of faith is sin. Now, go and buy your gifts in the love of God and 

make friends in the eternal habitations. 

The subject has not been fully expressed. But that is God’s design in His great love, His 

unspeakable gift! 
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