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Famine!!! The very word terrifies us. It strikes fear in our souls. We’re afraid of famine 

because it suggests hunger and starvation. 

Most of those who read this article do not really know what hunger is. We have some vague 

notions about hunger pangs but we have never experienced the excruciating pain of hunger. Our 

experience does not include the results of hunger. When we view such results on the pages of the 

daily newspaper or see them on the television screen, we are relieved to be able to quickly turn 

the page or be “comforted’’ by a contemporary American chef, proclaiming the inalienable 

“right” Americans claim to “HAVE IT THEIR WAY.” Famine and starvation are signs of the 

end of the world. Our Lord Jesus Christ tells us that “there shall be famines, and | pestilences in 

divers places” at the end of the world. These are the beginning of sorrows. (Cf. Matthew 24:7b, 

8.) 

Time magazine in a special section entitled “The World Food Crisis,” November 

11,1974, says: 

"Nothing is older to man than his struggle for food. From the time the early 

hunters stalked the mammoths and the first sedentary “farmers” scratched the soil to 

coax scrawny grain to grow, man has battled hunger. History is replete with his 

failures. The Bible chronicles one famine after another; food was in such short supply 

in ancient Athens that visiting ships had to share their store with the city;... 

“Every generation in medieval Europe suffered famine. The poor ate cats, dogs 

and the droppings of birds; some starving mothers ate their children.” 

“After World War II, however, it seemed that man at long last was winning the 

battle against hunger. Bumper harvests in many nations, notably the U.S.... Then in 

the past two years, this optimism turned to despair as hunger and famine began 

ravaging millions of the poorest citizens in at least 40 nations.” 

“Nearly half a billion people are suffering from some form of hunger; 10,000 of 

them die of starvation each week in Africa, Asia and Latin America. There are all too 

familiar severe shortages of food in the sub-Saharan Sahelian countries of Chad, 

Gambia, Mali, Mauritania, Senegal, Upper Volta and Niger; also in Ethiopia, 

northeastern Brazil, India and Bangladesh. India alone needs 8 to 10 million tons of 

food this year from outside sources, or else as many as 30 million people might 

starve.” 

As a young Christian of Reformed persuasion, what do you say to all of these forecasts 

and predictions? Do you understand them? Do they frighten you? 

Once God in His eternal wisdom and providence sent the slave-boy Joseph into Egypt. 

That young man, named in the “gallery of the saints” of Hebrews 11, was an instrument in the 

hands of God to preserve Egypt and other nations from starvation during seven years of destruc-

tive famine. However, the central purpose of God was to preserve the chosen nation of Israel. In 

this way the people of God were preserved. Christ, who was the only begotten Son of God, was 

to be born from Judah. 

How do you understand famines today? You have never been affected directly by the 

famines described in Time. The countries affected by famines are in Asia and Africa. You and I 

live in a nation which has more food than any other nation even when this year’s harvest seems 



to be disappointing. We live in a nation which harvests more grain than any other country and is 

able to export more grain than any other country even though agricultural experts now question 

whether widespread starvation can be prevented. 

Famines are one of the signs of the end of all things. 

In Revelation 6:5-6 we read: “And when he (the Lamb, who is Christ) had opened the 

third seal, I heard the third beast say, Come and see. And I beheld, and lo a black horse: and he 

that sat on him had a pair of balances in his hand. And I heard a voice in the midst of the four 

beasts say, a measure of wheat for a penny, and three measures of barley for a penny; and see 

thou hurt not the oil and the wine.” 

Revelation 6:8b tells us: “And power was given unto them over the fourth part of earth, 

to kill with the sword, and with hunger, and with death, and with the beasts of the earth.” 

This sixth chapter of Revelation tells the Church of Jesus Christ about the four horses that 

run in the midst of the earth. The kingdom of Christ cannot come unless these horses run and 

accomplish the purpose for which they are sent. Christ sends these horses in their courses for He 

is the Lamb who is able to break the seals. He sends forth the white horse conquering" and to 

conquer. He determines the running of the red horse. “I come not to bring peace but the sword.” 

(Matthew 10:34). Christ initiates the stalking of the black horse. 

What is this black horse? 

The black horse represents a contrast between bare subsistence and luxurious living. Its 

color represents scarcity, want, drought, and famine. The rider is represented as one who carries 

a balance. He carefully weighs, and as he weighs with this balance, a voice is heard saying: “A 

measure of wheat for a penny, and three measures of barley for a penny.” These measures 

constitute the equivalent of one man’s subsistence for a day. The toiling man, who barely exists, 

can only buy the bare necessities of life. At the same time the oil and wine are not diminished. 

Oil and wine, which are symbols of luxury and relaxed living, present the complete contrast with 

the bare subsistence living of the poor. Many of these poor are members of the “Third World.” 

That’s the contrast we observe today. 

Contrast the luxury of our lives in twentieth century middle America with that of the 

hordes of the Third World. Asia and Africa are starving. Contrast the luxury of those living in 

nominally Christian nations with those who live in countries controlled by pagan religions and 

pagan philosophies. 

God in His all-wise providence has placed us in such times as these. Do we observe? Do 

we understand? 

Faith says that all these things must occur so that the kingdom of God can be established. 

The final realization of the kingdom of heaven, which is the terminal or goal of all of history, is 

the reason for famines. 

Christ, who is the Lamb has broken the seals. The vials of God’s judgment are being 

poured out. Christ has made it possible for the black horse to run. It is Christ, by whom all things 

consist (Col. 1:17) that causes the black horse to stalk the cities of the world. 

The running of the black horse is not pleasant. The running of the black horse affects all 

men without distinction. People of God are not exempt from social upheavals, scarcity, and 

famine. The child of God lives in the same society as the child of the Devil. But the child of God 

is fundamentally different. He does not raise his hands in rebellion with the people of the world. 

That which is evil to the world is not evil to the child of God. 

Famine causes the child of the Devil to rise in rebellion and to curse God. Famine causes 

the child of God to bow in humble trust. He submits himself to God. He learns to be patient and 

says by faith in the midst of these signs: 



“Come Lord Jesus, yea come quickly.’’ 

Once God saved a people in sovereign wisdom so that Christ could come. Now there are 

famines. Christ is coming. 
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