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No, Christmas math isn’t another numerical system. It is rather our old base ten system 

being used to examine various attitudes toward Christmas. But, it will analyze more than that for 

we cannot really distinguish between our celebration of Christmas and our whole world and life 

view. They are one. How we celebrate Christmas is simply one way in which our world and life 

view is revealed for all to see. 

In this article, I present four simple equations, each dealing with what I see to be the attitude 

of a particular person or group of persons toward the birth of Christ. I will then explain how I 

arrived at each equation. (If by this time you are totally confused, read on things may clear up.) 

Equation #1: 1 - 0 = 1 

 This equation, I believe, pretty well describes King Herod’s attitude toward the birth of 

Christ. From Herod’s viewpoint there was only one king, no one else counted. Anyone who 

interfered or showed any sign whatsoever of invading his kingly domain was permanently dis-

posed of immediately.  

If we look only at the numbers themselves, we have to agree that the equation is correct. 

This does not mean, however, that Herod is right. You will notice that the subtraction operation 

is used to denote Herod’s attitude: his was a negative attitude with regard to the King of heaven 

and earth. When you use the wrong operation, you get the wrong answer. That’s Herod’s fallacy. 

Equation #2: 0 + 1 = 1 

Can you read the equation of the Shepherds? We are humble shepherds, the lowliest of 

lowly, absolutely nothing in ourselves. However, we have a King and for him we forsake all, 

even if it means leaving our sheep in the wilderness to celebrate His birth. We are united one 

with Him by God’s grace. 

Here we have another example of an equation which is numerically sound, this one, 

however, is clearly a positive one which reflects the positive attraction of the Church to Christ 

(Don’t forget the one-sidedness of this attraction as suggested by the equation: we are 0). 

Equation #3: 1- 0 = 1 

That looks familiar: Herod’s equation all over again. I’m glad to see you are alert. You 

are right, the equation is the same, but it’s not Herod’s. This is the equation of the wicked world 

among whom we live today. Basically they think no differently than did Herod: there is but one 

king and that is man. Any idea about a heavenly king must be discarded immediately. 

On Christmas the world celebrates Christ’s birth all right, but in their celebration they 

reject the real king by replacing him with an impostor. The mind of the world hasn’t changed 

since Herod. They are still consistent, but consistently using the wrong operation, and therefore 

consistently wrong. 

Equation #4: 0 + 1 = 2 

How about this one? Immediately we sense imbalance; that’s good. What isn’t good is 

that, as I see it, this is the equation of many Christians today. Can it be? We certainly wouldn’t 

believe an equation such as this. Is it possible that our lives would reflect such an equation? Let’s 

take a closer look. You will notice that this equation is similar to that of the Shepherds. We are 

nothing, Christ is our only King, but the answer two kings just can’t be right. Or can it? Yes, we 

piously claim to be nothing and we speak of Christ our King, but does the way we live show it? 

Does the way we celebrate Christmas make it clear, or are we assimilating the equation of the 



world into our celebration? It appears to me that we attempt to take the king of the world along 

with the King of Kings. It simply won’t work. Either man is king or Christ is: one or the other. 

Is there a solution to our inconsistency? There is, but not apart from grace. Consider the 

impossibility of the Shepherds doing what they did apart from grace. We as they must selflessly 

commit ourselves entirely into His care, imploring the Throne of Grace for humility. There alone 

is the consistency which can cover all of our inconsistency. 

Only on the strength of that grace can we live antithetically in all our walk here on earth, 

including our celebration of Christmas. Then we don't ask those silly questions, “Why can’t we 

do this?” or, “Why can’t we do that?” Instead by grace we ask, “Why must we. . . ?” When we 

ask the proper question the answer is clear as well: we must because there is only one King and 

all our life must be devoted to His service and the worship of Him. Let us, therefore, worship 

Him in Spirit and in Truth, this Christmas and always. 
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