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  As a youth of a denomination, we often tend to think of creeds as being rather "stuffy" or 

cold. Creeds are equivalent (in our minds) to the vast sea of obscurities and less understood 

intricacies of doctrine. When we are asked if we feel that creeds are necessary, our automatic 

response is a fundamental yes. 

Why? To answer this question, volumes have been written and one can never in one short 

article assume to discuss thoroughly that which scholars have delved into for years. Perhaps a 

few aspects of the importance of the topic will motivate us to think more on these things. 

First of all, God is the God of order. Within Himself as He exists as one in three, there is 

order. In the vast creation, we can attest that the Creator is a Being of order for "to everything 

there is a season and a time to every purpose under heaven” (Eccl. 3:1). Events do not take place 

“willy-nilly.” 

God's people, then, desire to manifest this order within their own individual lives and also 

in their church life. A creed helps to attain this order. 

A creed can be defined as an authoritative formulated statement of the chief articles of 

Christian belief necessary for the wellbeing of the church (both as individuals and as a unit). 

Creeds are the very basis of order for the church of Christ. For example, our Apostle’s Creed is a 

formulation of scriptural truths which we as members of one faith believe. There is a unity, an 

agreeing harmony based on the creeds. Those not believing in these confessional articles cannot 

be members of our church. We share one faith and the tenets of that faith are briefly but 

explicitly stated in a creed. The result is some order in the church - an order which is essential to 

reflect the order of God. 

A creed is also authoritative. The men who formulated the creed certainly do not give it 

its authority or credibility. The authority of the creeds must be based on the Word of God, the 

ultimate authority. We do not believe because a creed says, rather, we believe because scripture 

testifies to the fact that God is Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and that Christ is His only 

begotten Son etc. If we may be so bold, we might say that a creed is scripture in brief. 

Realizing the aforesaid, we can see how distorted our idea is when we think of the creeds 

as "stuffy.” An organized formulation of the truths of scripture does not smother us, but affords a 

means through which we can express our undoubted Christian faith. (We hear these words every 

Sunday but did you ever stop to think of their potency?) 

Communion of the saints is an important aspect of the church life. This fellowship of 

believers is possible because we have a unity in Christ expressed in our faith. People with 

contrary ontological presuppositions do not afford us any real communion such as we can enjoy 

with other children of God. The creeds are our basic presuppositions; our "forms of unity.” 

The “organized church" is bombarded with charges of all types. People are actually 

criticizing the idea of having any creed or order in the church. They feel stifled by a "creed”, 

loudly proclaiming a better way; that being to let everyone believe what he wants. No 

communion of the saints can be enjoyed there, no true preaching of the Word, for the manifesta-

tion cannot exist apart from scripture and God's Word leaves no room for every man to do what 

is right in his own eyes. 

Are creeds necessary? They form a unifying basis built upon God’s Word which nothing 

else can replace. May we by the grace of God ever cherish the beautiful confessions of our 



creeds and live in them forever. 
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