
Children-A Heritage of The Lord 
Tom De Vries 

 

 

Recently, Time magazine in its Behavior section featured an article on the declining birth 

rate among Americans. On six full pages there was a description of the attempts by many in this 

country to reach zero population growth in approximately fifty years. There were stories of a 

non-fertility rite “which honored the nonparents of the year," and also of a family of eight 

children who were harassed by obscene phone calls because of the size of their family. 

This article gave five reasons for the declining birth rate. First, America is a modern 

society in which people feel no need for having children. Second, there are few people left who 

have any moral objection to birth control or abortion. In 1973 the lives of 800,000 children were 

taken by abortion. Third, women have become "liberated” and seek careers away from home, not 

wanting the responsibilities of children. Fourth, there are some who are concerned the world will 

become overpopulated and that food and energy resources will become exhausted. Finally, others 

feel that children are too great a financial burden, wishing to use their money for themselves 

alone. 

Let us hope that none of these ideas work their way into the sphere of the church. They 

reveal an altitude of selfishness and lack of concern for God’s Kingdom. They also show a lack 

of confidence in God, who has promised to guide His people in any circumstance on this earth. 

This is not to say that the world will not continue to produce children. This will never be 

so. The world always passes on its heritage to the next generation and it will continue to do so 

until the end of the world. 

The world has its reasons for wanting children, be they for personal satisfaction, 

perpetuating a family name or tradition, or whatever. 

God does not give children to parents to be used for their own selfish purposes. Nor does 

He, ultimately, allow parents to determine the number or the time of their children's births. 

Children belong to God who entrusts their care to a husband and wife for a short number of 

years. 

"Children are a heritage of the Lord.” (Psalm 127:3a). Now the world also has a heritage, 

something passed down to and received from one’s ancestors. Its heritage is one of rebellion, of 

attempting to determine its own fate, and of flying in the face of God. The church’s heritage also 

comes from its ancestors. It comes in the form of the covenant, the same covenant which God 

made to Abraham and his seed. God promised to take Himself children unto which He would be 

a God and Father always. 

The whole church rejoices at the birth of a new child. Each new member brings us that 

much closer to the fulfillment of God's covenant and to the end of time. That new child is not 

merely a cute little baby to be played with, but is a child of Christ and a member of the church. 

In that heritage that child is baptized, signed and sealed as a member of Christ’s body. 

The parents and church members continue to joy in that child and the responsibilities of raising it 

in God’s faith. That child is not looked upon as a financial burden or as a liability to the world. 

We cannot, as children of God, share in any of the values of the world. Our children of 

the church are one of our most precious possessions. 

“Lo, children are in heritage of the Lord: and the fruit of the womb is his reward. As 

arrows are in the hand of a mighty man; so are children of the youth. Happy is the man that hath 

his quiver full of them" (Psalm 127:3, 4, and 5a). 
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