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Remember now thy creator in the days of thy youth. The wise man Solomon had this 

word for us from Holy Writ. I could not help but think of this scripture as I was pondering my 

editorial on the Reformation. Many times you as young people take the reformation for granted. 

You say you care and you can even name some of the reformers. But do you really understand 

the great event that happened? 

Did it ever occur to you that many of the reformers and their predecessors were young 

men in their youth and prime of life when called upon to defend the truth? Are you aware that 

John Calvin was twenty-six when he first wrote his Institutes of the Christian Religion? And 

Luther at twenty-two renounced a legal career to go into a monastery and at thirty-four nailed his 

ninety-five thesis to the church door at Wittenburg? Has it occurred to you that the writers of our 

Heidelberg Catechism were very young also? Zacharias Ursinus was twenty-eight and Caspar 

Olevianus was twenty-six. Guido DeBres was twenty-five when he was being persecuted as a 

minister and forty-one when he wrote our Belgic Confession. He died at age forty-seven as a 

martyr for the faith he confessed. One marvels at the faith and spiritual maturity of these men so 

young in life. They had a heartfelt confession to make before the world. When one reads of the 

struggles these men went through he must stand amazed at the wonderful power of God in using 

them to preserve his church and our heritage. They certainly had to have remembered their 

creator in the days of their youth. The early days of their life had to be spent in training for the 

life that God appointed for them in the Reformation. The reformers from the point of view of 

their youthfulness have something to say to you in your youth. 

Life is a whole and it cannot be separated into many individual parts each independent of 

the other. Instead life is made up of stages one must go through to arrive at its end. Each stage is 

dependent upon the preceding stage. What foundation is laid in the preceding stage is necessarily 

going to affect the next one. What happens in youth is going to affect later life. This was true of 

the reformers; this is true of you. God uses means to make you what you are and what you will 

be. This is why the foundation laid in youth is so important to later life. God will give you as 

covenant youth the instruction and experience in youth to prepare you for your place in the life 

of His church. This is why remembering your creator in the days of your youth is so important. 

Youth is characterized by some important ingredients. This is a period in your life when 

you have an almost uncontrollable amount of energy and vigor. You have very little fear and 

your mind is keen and sharp. One might be ready to say that you are self-confident. These 

characteristics are very powerful tools in the hands of youth. It was these powerful tools that God 

used in the Reformation in the youthfulness of the reformers whose foundation was laid in their 

youth so they could have the keenness of mind and courage to confront the false church with the 

truth of God's word even in the face of almost certain death. It is because of these powerful tools 

that the wise man warns you young people to remember your creator in the days of your youth. 

You see these characteristics of youth if used in the service of Christ and his church can be a 

powerful tool, but if used in the service of self can be very devastating tools in the church. When 

you forget your creator and trust in yourselves you become careless and put your energy and 

therefore these characteristics of youth at the disposal of Satan. There is nothing Satan likes 

better than to have a covenant youth forget his creator. By placing yourselves in this position you 

are sowing seeds of later life. “Whatsoever a man soweth that also shall he reap.” Youth is the 



time of sowing. 

You are covenant youth and you are different. You bear the marks of the church of Jesus 

Christ through the adoption of sons in Jesus Christ. You are God’s creation just as the reformers 

were. God gave you all that vim, vigor and vitality. You are responsible to Him. He gave those 

particular characteristics to you as youth to serve Him with. The highest good for you His 

creatures is to walk in the way of His covenant. 

Remembering your creator implies that you serve Him with your all. You devote all your 

powers to His service. You are the friends of God because He recreated you in His image. You 

must prepare and equip yourselves for the work He has for you to do. This is a prayerful 

remembering. Prayer is a communion with God that only His people have. It is the means by 

which we are thankful to Him and also the means whereby we ask of Him what wilt thou have 

me to do. You ask Him to strengthen you to face the trials that will face you. In other words, 

covenant young people, you never remember your creator in your own strength, but you need the 

help of your creator. The reformers needed the same strength. They needed to commune with 

God or else they would have failed. The Reformation was not accomplished in the strength of 

man, but only by God’s power was it successful. 

Why is this important today? Because young people you live in troublesome times. You 

are living in a world ripe for the judgment of God. It is the easy thing to forget your creator and 

go along with the world. It takes no struggle at all to do what the world wants. This is why, just 

as at the time of the Reformation, it is extremely important for you to struggle with remembering 

your creator in your youth. He is the One who will guide you and make you the victor. The 

reformers experienced this nearness to God in their youth. Oh, it may mean that you endure the 

mocking and the ridicule of the world and even the so-called church for your confession. Also 

your very friends may forsake you and become your enemies. But you are not alone. Your 

creator is at your side and will carry you through. You have a host of witnesses who have gone 

before you in the struggles of youth. Men who have given you by God’s grace a glorious heritage 

to defend and develop in the same hostile world. Pray my dear young people that God will give 

you the grace and strength to endure and remember your creator in the days of your youth. You 

are the church of tomorrow who will be called upon to defend the truth. Be ready to do so. Equip 

yourselves in youth so you will have the knowledge and spiritual maturity to defend the faith 

once delivered to the saints. The reward for all this is a crown of life which is everlasting in the 

heaven. "Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall cast some of 

you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto 

death, and I will give thee a crown of life.” Rev. 2:10. The Word of God is truth and will never 

fail. It will be your strength in the days of your youth. 
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