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We are familiar with the narrative of Jesus and Nicodemus and we see the unfolding of 

that beautiful plan that God has for those who are His children as He sends His Almighty Spirit 

forth to change and renew them. We realize that by the Spirit of God we are made aware of our 

sins and miseries and through the same Spirit are brought to our knees in repentance. These are 

truths that are basic. 

This total change of our lives becomes even more glorious if we examine a little deeper. 

We can look at what we once were and some of those horrible specific sins that we committed. 

At the time perhaps we didn’t realize that they were so abominable. Our old man is so powerful 

that we had no second thoughts about our evil doings and we continued our walk contrary to the 

law. To some of us the music of the day was more important than the songs of Zion. We were 

quick to catch every new and passing fad that came along without realizing that these things 

were short- lived and meaningless. Oftentimes when the minister would preach he would point to 

certain styles in music, dress, literature and entertainments and would show how Satan works in 

each category. But of course, we would say, he’s not with it. He's odd and old- fashioned. 

We couldn’t see that we must be a separate people consecrated to the Lord. And even 

though we were called upon to live in this world our lives can't possibly be patterned after the 

children of darkness. But we didn’t see these things. There were those of us who kept a friend-

ship with people who hated the Bible and counted the Bible accounts as nonsense and above all, 

boring reading. And there were many times that the same people told us that the Bible is nothing 

more than a big contradiction. We couldn’t have argued very well because we were weak in the 

knowledge of God's Word. 

Some of us thought we would plan our lives according to our own whims. We didn’t see 

the Master in our ideas at all. All that seemed important lay in what we could purchase and call 

our own. After all, we had our own strength and we could steer our own ship. What was there to 

worry about? 

We became changed. We desired the Word and we wanted to hear the minister 

proclaim it. It was as if we had awakened from a deep and dulling sleep and become alive again. 

The things that held our interest seemed senseless now. We saw that the world and all its 

maddening cries for pleasure and more pleasure were passing things. This world that we enjoyed 

for a time doesn't want to reckon with the true and Living God and in order to flee from Him it 

seeks its answer in graven images and every imaginable sin. 

But we became aware of our sinfulness and our sins bothered us. Before we closed our 

eyes in sleep the sins of the day flashed before us, and there were nights that we lie awake 

wondering if the Lord would ever forgive the specific sins that we committed every day. But we 

were comforted that thru Christ's blood and His suffering even the vilest sin was taken away. Our 

hearts were moved that God could really love us so much. Our eyes were opened and we saw 

that we belonged to Our Faithful Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

What beauty there is in being born again! We have put off all the old sins and have put 

the new man on! We long for the day when we will be taken from this imperfect body and 

changed. Our desire now is to be with Him Who first loved us and gave to us His Son as 

Redeemer. We long to see more clearly the things which Jesus promised those who love Him 

and do the commandments. But while we are in the flesh we must remember that this flesh has 



no more hold on us since The Blood of Christ and the working of the Spirit has made us new 

creatures. Let us put the old ways aside and follow the new. 
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