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(I Tim. 2:9.10) 

Both Paul and Peter have something to say about how we adorn ourselves as Christians, 

whether we be men or women, boys or girls in God’s church. The word “adornment” is not a 

nasty word in the Bible. The word refers to the well-arranged adornment of God Himself when 

he created the heavens and the earth, and which well-arranged whole is the universe, the cosmos. 

There is, therefore, something lofty and exalted in the term adornment. It makes one think of the 

church, the New Jerusalem descending from heaven, adorned as a bride to meet her husband, 

Christ. 

Now no earthly and temporal adornment may detract from this heavenly and beautiful 

adornment of the city of God, either as this city of God reveals itself in the saints here on earth, 

or from the saints as they shall presently stand before God, arrayed in the white raiment of the 

righteousness of the saints. Such saints are, indeed, clothed so that the shame of their nakedness 

does not show. One day we shall be perfectly clothed in the white raiment of the purity of 

heaven, as the virgin bride, even as the armies in heaven follow Christ upon white horses, 

clothed in fine linen, white and clean (Rom. 19:14). 

There is, therefore, a certain adornment which is peculiar to those who profess godliness. 

To be sure this is something quite different from those who profess themselves to be good 

moralists or even rigid legalists. The moralist is a do-gooder, who believes that he can live a 

clean and happy life and be blessed if only he keeps himself clean from certain extravagances in 

life: drinking, gambling, extra-marital relationships in sex, not stealing from your neighbor, but 

be helpful. And he would possibly also insist on a certain modesty in dress. And the legalist is 

the man who with fear and dread keeps the law externally lest he be caught and punished. But 

the man and woman, who professes godliness, is quite different. He has learned to love God, to 

fear Him, expect all good things from Him alone and in love and devotion to God, who has saved 

him from so great a death, will not do anything contrary to his will. He loves God and His 

brother, and keeps the Lord's commandments which are not grievous. 

Such, who are now women in the church, mothers in Israel, be they young or old, have a 

certain mode of dress and adornment which is proper to them, to their confession that they are 

godly. Now the Bible does not say just what kind of dress you must wear, whether this shall be 

black or white, (preferably the former?) made of wool or of linen. The Bible allows every 

Christian woman, confessing godliness, to work out her salvation with fear and trembling in the 

dress and hat which she buys and wears, or which she herself fabricates. But the Bible does have 

something to say about how we are to dress and adorn ourselves. And Paul and Peter have 

particular reference to Christian women. The reason is that God made a woman such that she 

needs adornment of hair and dress. She does not have the dignity of a man, who does not need 

this dress, and who lowers himself to a dandy, a fop, if he is too much devoted to his vain 

appearance and dress. The woman does not have the man's head and shoulders, and the dignity 

of masculine strength. The glory of the young men is their strength (Prov. 20:29). This glory was 

not given to the woman. Men and women are both man, but they are not alike. Men must not 

become effeminate, least of all those professing godliness. But those women, mothers in Israel, 

who profess godliness must be adorned according to their profession. 

Their apparel must be modest. It must be well-arranged, tasteful, whether it be their 



apparel or their hair-dressing. They must not look unkept and slovenly, but neat: they must be 

adorned and groomed well for each occasion. However, there is one ingredient which is not so 

easy to define accurately and to prescribe in a legalistic rule. This is what is called 

shamefacedness and sobriety by the apostle Paul in I Tim. 2:9. The word shamefacedness in the 

Greek text is a very good word to study just a bit so that we may mirror ourselves and see 

whether we are properly adorned according to the standards of one, who professes godliness. The 

Greeks also spoke of this shamefacedness. It referred to a certain reverence, a sense of shame. 

The Greeks did not have the sense of shame which the Christian has. He has a deep sense of 

shame because he has learned to love God, who is adorned in all His glorious virtues. God is 

light and there is no darkness in Him. This shamefacedness or prudence, writes Trench in his 

New Testament Synonyms, “shrinks from overpassing the limits of womanly reserve and 

modesty, as well as from the dishonor which justly attaches itself to it!” Now this is succinctly 

and delicately stated. Sapienti sat. And the same scholar continues concerning the term 

"sobriety” that it is the habitual inner self-government with its constant rein on all the passions 

and desires, which would hinder the temptation to this from arising, or at all events from arising 

in such strength as should overbear the checks and barriers which the “shamefacedness” opposed 

to it. 

Now this has something to say about our dress, whether this be at home, our casual attire 

when we go on a social call, or whether we have placed out feet in the midst of the church of the 

living God, the worshipping saints on Sunday. Think you that God does not look down from 

heaven to discern your dress and attire, whether it be that of clothing or hair-dress, you who 

sware by the Name of the living God?!! Now I am not going to satirically depict what some of 

those who attend the worship services look like, whether they be men and women. I am simply 

handing you the mirror of this word, which is such that it makes all things naked and open before 

the living God, so that you may take a good and critical look at yourself the next time you comb 

your hair and put on that piece of apparel. This is proper not simply for man or woman, but it is 

proper for anyone who professes godliness! 

Laws are made for bad people. The good do not need them. The evil really know better. 

Is that dress too short? How high is “high”, and how short is “short”, someone may quip? Well, 

the young lady (?) sitting in the front seat in high school or in catechism, who is constantly trying 

to keep that dress lower, knows right well how high “high” is. One conscience is worth more 

than a thousand teachers. Get with it, my young Christian daughter in Israel, do not be as Dina, 

nor should our young mothers approach the appearance of a painted Jezebel. That does not befit 

those professing godliness. 

We are Christians in that we are kings and queens in the Lord, so that with a free and 

good conscience we fight against sin and the devil in this life, and that we may afterward reign 

with Christ over all things. 

Adorn yourself as those who have been by grace adorned with a quiet spirit, doing good 

works as a Dorcas, and as those mothers and grandmothers, who bore children under their heart, 

and who were saved in faith, love, sanctification and sobriety. 
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