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The subject, “Serving the Lord", is one which is in a sense very easily understood. It is a 

subject, however, which is also vitally intertwined with the other two speeches. The fact of joy, 

emphasized by the first speaker, and the need of worship, to be emphasized by the third speaker, 

are directly related with service to Jehovah. 

The difficulty, I believe, with my subject is not the understanding of it, but the need to 

walk according to its demands. This is always the difficulty for children of God in the midst of 

this earth. They have a high calling — but one which is impossible for the flesh. Only by grace 

does the child of God begin to serve his God according to the demands of the Word of God. 

It is proper, then, that we mutually encourage each other to serve the Lord. There are 

increasingly temptations which confront the child of God. The world presents that which we find 

appealing to the flesh. It comes with its entertainments in movie, through the printed page, in 

song. This appears alluring. Satan comes to seek our service. And there is that sinful flesh which 

we retain as long as we live in this earth. The temptations are so many. But the Word of God 

directs and encourages us in a proper and godly walk. And now also, we gather to be encouraged 

in our service before Jehovah. 

In considering this subject, I would point out to you first its wonderful idea; secondly, the 

basis of service; finally, the necessity of such service. 

We are to “serve" the Lord. What, really, does that mean? The term “service" is 

understood usually to be a work on behalf of or for another. However, we often consider 

“service" to be a matter of hiring out one’s time or talents to another for a specified amount of 

hours and for a specified wage. Sadly, this conception is often also applied to the service to 

Jehovah. One begins to think that he serves God in that he allots a number of hours on Sunday 

for worship, some time for study of catechism, a bit of reading of Scripture and prayer — and the 

hours of service are ended. Often, too, there is the idea that now God must surely reward such 

“service” with some just wage — such as eternal life. 

Such concept of service is, obviously, wrong. It is true that one must, in serving Jehovah, 

labor to the glory of His Name. But this is not a matter of offering a specific number of hours to 

Him in exchange for some sort of reward. 

The word for “serving" could be more properly understood as the Apostle Paul often used 

it. In Rom. 1:1, for instance, he writes. “Paul, a servant (properly: slave) of Jesus Christ....” To 

serve the Lord can be compared with slavery. A slave is one who is obliged to do the bidding of 

his master. He serves by virtue of the fact that the master has purchased him. The slave has no 

choice. All of his time, all of his efforts, belong to his master. Such is the position of the 

regenerated, called child of God. He belongs, as our Heidelberg Catechism emphasizes, in body 

and soul and in life and death to his faithful Savior Jesus Christ. He serves not for reward — but 

because he belongs to his Savior. He serves not part-time, but day and night. Such is a true 

servant of Jehovah. 

But what sort of service is required of children of God — and especially of young 

people? Let us not be misled by the false enthusiasms and deceiving projects of many. There is 

the evil error of our day of arminianism. Young people, especially, are urged to go out to save 

souls. The more souls these save, the more esteemed these are. Some have their books in which 

they total the number of souls saved each day or week or year. That sort of effort is directed in 



the wrong way. One must faithfully witness in this world concerning his Lord Jesus Christ. But 

beware that evil bent of arminianism. 

Others, increasingly so, insist that the calling of the church is social improvement. These 

want the church to be active. It must remove social injustices; racial inequities; poverty; war. 

Often forgetting the cross of Christ, or referring to Christ as a perfect Example, these will assume 

their calling to be to improve this world apart from the wonder of regeneration. But this too 

represents effort contrary to that suggested in Scripture. Paul was not concerned about that sort 

of thing. He lived in an age of gross injustices. But what did he say to the slaves? Free 

yourselves? Rebel? No. He commanded slaves of human masters to be obedient and faithful as to 

the Lord. What did he say to Christian masters? Free your slaves? You sin in being a master? No. 

He commanded masters to be good masters as under the Lord. No. Paul was not concerned with 

social improvement. He did insist that Christians are not to be participants with this wicked 

world in the evils they perpetrate. 

But what must energetic, covenant young people do? How can they serve best? They 

cannot yet serve as ministers, elders, deacons. What then? What can they do? 

The last speaker will present the calling to worship Jehovah. I will not infringe 

upon his domain. Only I point out that of first importance is our calling to serve God by 

worshipping His Name in His house of prayer. We are to read faithfully His Word. We are to be 

often on our knees in prayer to Him. Don't minimize that important service. Our God is highly 

pleased when His servants worship Him thus. 

But there are other important activities for covenant youth. One is to be concerned not 

merely with self, but with the whole of the body of Jesus Christ. Young people should well 

understand that too. That body has many members — some old and lonely. Young people too 

could visit such, encourage them, read to them comforting words from Scripture. Or, one can 

show his concern towards his peers — young people his own age. How often the zeal of youth is 

expressed in the desire to do some sort of "mission work”, even in some far-off city — while 

ignoring one’s noble calling right at home! How often one’s neighbor, one’s buddy, can do or 

say such things which are obviously wrong. We know these are wrong. But we keep our mouth 

shut. We don’t dare to offend. We don’t dare to be classified as some sort of religious nut. What 

must we do? Let us be active in rebuke and encouragement of fellow Christian young people. 

Thus does the body of Christ prosper. 

Or again: there is the matter of our giving to the cause of God's kingdom. Many of the 

young people today are able to earn considerable wages. But often these are retained exclusively 

for self. Parents are already contributing — why should we? But serving young people ought not 

to speak that way. Of what God entrusted to our care, so we should learn early in life, we are to 

serve Him in contributing faithfully to the cause of His kingdom. 

There is also the question of our walk. We ask: what can we do in the service of our 

Lord? Yet often we forget that our daily conversation and walk represents service in a very real 

way. We forget that others observe us — and attribute our walk to the whole of the body. We can 

be so careless with our speech at times. We can be seen seeking the evil entertainment of this 

world. We can be heard singing the songs — not of Zion — but of this earth. (And, incidentally, 

if I have one major criticism of our last convention, it would be the lack of singing there.) One 

individual takes it upon himself to pull off some prank. The result of all this is that those about us 

point the finger, often with a degree of justification, and say, “Just look what the Protestant 

Reformed young people do!" Or: “Look what those ’Christians’ do!” Misdeeds; sinful walk —  

all these are attributed by man not merely to the individual committing them, but to the whole 



body. What are young people to do in service to Jehovah? Let them watch their words and deeds 

lest the wicked find occasion to rebuke and condemn! 

But positively, may our conversation and walk reflect that we belong to Jesus. Let others 

hear in our speech that we are spiritually minded. May our actions reflect that we are children of 

the light! May it be said of us, as it was of the apostles, that men can see that we have been with 

Jesus. 

But why ought we so to serve our God? The Psalmist emphasizes this especially in verse 

3. There he points out three things. We serve, first, because “the Lord He is God.” He is 

Sovereign of heaven and earth. There is none equal to Him. He demands all service. That ought 

to be reason enough for our serving Him. 

But more: "it is He that hath made us, and not we ourselves!” He formed us. We had 

nothing to say in that. He fashioned us in our mother’s womb. He caused that those He had 

eternally determined to gather should be born. Ought not the creature then serve Him? For He 

that made us, made us as moral rational creatures bearing His image. That ought to be reason 

enough for our serving Him. 

But still more: “we are His people, and the sheep of His pasture." Adam fell into sin — 

and all his posterity with him. These were entirely undeserving of God’s blessing. And they were 

completely unable to serve Him, though God’s requirements remained unchanged. But God 

provided the way of deliverance. He sent His Son into our flesh. He redeemed His people 

through the blood of the Lamb. There was salvation accomplished in harmony with His justice. 

Thus are we the "sheep of His pasture” and “His people”. Therefore, especially, are we to serve 

Him. He has made us willing and able to do this in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

In the final analysis, we are to remember that our service to Jehovah is based upon 

Christ’s service to God. He was THE Servant of Jehovah. Isaiah repeatedly declares this. As 

Servant, Christ humbled Himself even unto death and hell. He was willing to sacrifice His all in 

order that God’s justice might be satisfied fully. That sort of service is such that it cannot be 

compared to anything which mere man could ever do. Because He was Servant, therefore are His 

people slaves of Jehovah. 

This work of our Lord also serves as our example. He is an Example not in that liberal, 

modernistic sense. Yet surely the child of God beholds Christ as the perfect Servant of Jehovah 

— a model for our service. If our Lord washed His disciples’ feet, ought we to be proud and 

haughty toward each other? If our Lord offered Himself on the cross for poor and miserable 

sinners as we are, ought not we to carry out our labors faithfully to the glory of God's Name? 

Service, also by young people, is essential. Do not, however, get wrong ideas concerning 

service. First, such service is not to earn or merit before God. Our labors will not gain heaven for 

us — as many have taught in the past. We are not doing something that will make our God 

greater. Certainly not that. 

On the other hand, we must beware lest we think that service to Jehovah is objectionable. 

Some think that this service is not "fun". These have, of course, their own standards of “fun”. 

“Fun” is pleasurable. "Fun" satisfies the senses of touch, taste, hearing, etc. “Fun" must be that 

which is appealing to the majority of youth. “Fun” must not be regulated by rules of parents, 

teachers, or even of Scripture itself. What does not meet these standards, is not fun. 

But service to God does not conform to that standard. Such service often does not allow 

that which pleases our flesh. True service directs attention to God — not man. This service 

surely does provoke mockery. There will be mockery of the world generally. These will insist 

that we are foolish; morbid; lacking desire for pleasures. And we don't like such opposition. Sad 



to say, oftentimes our peers, fellow young people, mock with a proper walk. These can make life 

"hard" for the faithful youth. These can make fun of a godly walk. These scorn our attempts to be 

faithful. And it’s hard to be a proper servant in the face of such mockery. 

Yet service is the necessary fruit of regeneration. We are born again by the Spirit of the 

Son working in our hearts. Service is not merely for elders or old people. This fruit is and must 

be seen in you. We believe that God calls His people in the line of continued generations. He 

works in the hearts of covenant seed in their youth. He gives His Spirit to guide and direct them 

in the fear of His Name. Yes, there continues to be a struggle. And such struggle is particularly 

hard for you. Yet the fruit of new life must be seen. There is your calling to walk faithfully in 

this worldly pilgrimage to glory. 

And that is “fun” or “gladness”. Understand: children of God use heavenly and Scriptural 

standards to determine what makes glad. In heaven, so we confess, it will be our chief joy to 

praise God forevermore. Then, why not now? Our standard for "gladness" in heaven, and now, 

is: What pleases God? It must be our pleasure and happiness to do that. And in this way we also 

continue to enjoy the favor and blessings of God. 

Serve God, young people, with gladness. That's your privilege — and ought to be your 

sincere desire. 
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