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The buses from Grand Rapids arrived at Dordt College at three o'clock Monday 

afternoon. Registration and the assigning of dorms took place. During the remainder of the day 

we had a sports mixer which included swimming, volleyball, basketball, bowling, and pool. That 

night the majority of the conventioneers sacked out early, wearied from their long travels. But, 

there was also a select few who made sure the chaperones were kept busy maintaining peace in 

the dorms after curfew. 

Tuesday morning came too fast for most. The convention picture was taken after 

breakfast. Then the delegates attended the business meeting. Discussion groups took up the rest 

of the morning. We had a lively discussion on “Youth in Church, Home, and School". That after-

noon, swimming at Sandy Hollow was canceled on account of the weather so everyone enjoyed 

an afternoon of free time. That night Rev. Heys gave a speech on “Making a Joyful Noise”. 

Afterward reinforcements for the chaperones arrived on the scene and everything stayed under 

control. 

Early Wednesday morning Rev. Van Baren spoke on “Serving the Lord". At 9:30 we left 

on buses for Lewis and Clark Lake on the Missouri River. Lunch consisted of a sack lunch 

furnished by the college. That afternoon some were swimming, some were sunbathing, and some 

just watched the sunbathers. Others toured the Gavin Dam. The buses left at 4:00 for Doon Park 

where we ate a delicious chicken supper. What energy was left was spent on the hayride. Soon 

straw covered everyone from head to toe. That night everyone was so tired even the chaperones 

could go to bed early. 

Thursday morning another business meeting was held to elect new officers to the 

federation board. Discussion groups on music, dancing, and the film arts followed. Thursday 

afternoon East met West in the traditional softball game. Afterward the largest matchmaking 

affair for the banquet in the history of conventions was successful. The banquet also proved to be 

equally as successful. The menu included Shrimp, Chicken-Fried, Steak, and Ham. The speech 

was by Prof. Decker on “Coming Before His Presence”. 

After breakfast Friday morning the buses left. Everyone sadly left knowing they wouldn’t 

see their new friends again for a long time. 

Finally I would like to say that the convention was a big success. The meetings and 

discussions were attended very well and everyone had a decent time. 

Young People, the 34th annual convention is now a memory. The summer of 1974 is 

rushing to an end. What you have done in this past summer is history. I ask, was it a summer to 

be proud of? Did you make a joyful noise this summer? Have you served the Lord with 

gladness? Did you come into his presence with thanksgiving? 

The past cannot be changed. What you have done stands. What kind of memories do you 

have? Are they memories of the worldly things that you did? Could people identify you as a 

Christian? Or, through your dress and your daily walk, were you trying to identify with the 

world? The most important question is, “How did God see you this past summer?" You know 

that you can't fool Him. He sees all. 

Young People, as you enter into another school and society season, what kind of 

memories will you be making? What will your record be? 

Read the conventions speeches that follow; take them to heart. Learn from them. And, in 



every new day ahead, serve the Lord with gladness! 
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