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Covenant Young People of our Protestant Reformed Churches: 

It always amazes me, and gives me a certain sense of spiritual joy when I watch you 

young people prepare for your conventions. Especially is this true when I watch you, and find 

out what theme you have picked for your convention. Thus far the thirty-four conventions have 

picked themes that are taken literally out of Scripture, or are phrases solidly based on the Word 

of God. You are to be commended for this. And I want to tell you that we, the older generations 

of your parents’ age and grandparents' age, rejoice to see that your conventions revolve around 

and are centered in the Word of God. This gives us hope and joy; and in it we see the faithfulness 

of our covenant God. 

But do you know what I would like to see? Whether this belongs to the domain of the 

Federation Board or to the Beacon Lights’ Staff, I do not know. But I would appreciate very 

much seeing a page in the Beacon Lights that contained three columns. The left hand one would 

list the year of the convention. The middle one would tell us what society or societies sponsored 

the convention. The right column would be the important one and would list all the themes used 

by our young people thus far in these thirty-four conventions. I am sure you would find a wealth 

of truth expressed there in that column, and a rich statement of what God says to us in His Word. 

If there is no such list, perhaps each society can look back in its minutes and supply the Beacon 

Lights with the information; or old Beacon Lights copies will serve. For some of the congre-

gations that sponsored conventions are no longer with us. 

As far as this year's theme is concerned, the host societies have chosen a theme that is 

joyful and yet serious, and contains a very necessary exhortation to us. It is taken from what is 

reverently called, “Old One Hundred", and deals with the first three verses of Psalm 100. And 

although I appreciate the position of being the first speaker, since those who speak next will not 

be able to “steal my fire” and say what I intended to say before I could say it, this fills me also 

with some apprehension and uneasiness because I do not want to “steal their fire" and say what 

they intended to say and what belongs really to their speeches. I am, therefore, going to try very 

hard not to speak of anything more than is assigned to me, namely, the truth in the first verse of 

Psalm 100, “Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands.” I will avoid speaking of serving 

Him with gladness, and of coming before His presence with singing. If I do stray into the 

territory of the other speakers, I hope that they will forgive me, and understand that I do not do 

so deliberately. I will speak to you then on the subject, “Making a Joyful Noise unto the Lord,” 

and I will first ask you, “Do you?” 

I. Do You? 

I trust that you will not take it ill of me when I say that youth as a rule makes plenty of 

noise, and likes to make plenty of noise. I know that we used to have a young fellow living 

across the street from us who had a motorcycle; and knew all the others in the city who had 

motorcycles. There they would all be, congregated across from our porch, racing their motors 

without mufflers, tearing down the road a half block and come back roaring again. The more 

noise they could make, the more fun they had. And young fellows with cars likewise find great 

delight in squealing their tires as they start out from nothing flat to sixty miles an hour in as few 

seconds as possible. Does that sound strange or familiar to some of you? And you young ladies, 

have you not experienced this very thing on the back of a motorcycle or in the front seat with 



such a driver who squeals his tires and leaves a lot of rubber on the road? 

And just to be honest with you, I will admit that sometimes I still get a thrill out of 

overpowering noise. I still get a thrill out of the crescendo of a jet as it takes off into the blue 

yonder. This last spring when we were in Jamaica we lived in apartments near the end of the 

runway, or maybe I should say the beginning of the runway of the Montego Bay airport. And we 

used to listen for that one particular plane, an English plane of BOAC called the super VC10. 

The roar of its four rear-mounted engines was deafening and reverberated against the coastal 

hills and mountains. Yes, I am no longer a youth, but I can get a thrill out of noise. 

And I am not forgetting you young ladies. You will agree with me that at basketball 

games and baseball or softball games there is much loud noise of screaming in delight at a 

spectacular play. What a noise there is when in the confines of a basketball gymnasium, your 

team defeats a chief rival, or let me say, wins a championship game! Noise? A Deafening Roar! 

Then, too, although I did not ride over with you on the bus, I can imagine —  because I 

have been on such bus rides before — what noise there can at times be. The screaming of girls 

being teased by the boys, and the boys making a loud noise of laughter because the girls respond 

to the teasing. At times, no doubt, there was shouting because of some object or sight along the 

way. Yes, healthy youth is given to making a lot of noise. And for youth it is so hard to believe 

those words of Solomon that the days are coming when they shall say that they have no pleasure 

in them, just aches and pains all day, and during the night as well. 

And a great deal of this noise is joyful noise as well. When youth makes noise it usually 

is, because they are joyful, happy and are enjoying life to the full. 

BUT is all this a joyful noise unto the Lord? 

Sometimes, perhaps often that noise or loud sound is about Him. Remember when you 

sang in the choir, sang songs of praise to God, and the director worked on you and got you to 

give him every ounce of strength of lungs and voice at the climax of that song of praise to God? 

At our singspirations the organists “pull out all the stops", that is, use every pipe on the organ, to 

get out of it all it can give. The pianist literally pounds and bangs on the ivory keys in 

competition with the organ and the audience. The trumpeter gets red in the face as he gives all 

that he has to add to the sound. And the audience responding to the director sings at the top of its 

voice to fill the church with a loud noise, yea a joyful noise. All this is making a joyful noise 

about the Lord. But is it to the Lord? The question is whether this loud and joyful sound that 

issues from your mouths is any different from the sound which the unbelievers make when they 

sing what are called songs of praise to God. Of course, there is a difference between our 

singspirations and the rock and roll of the world. Of course, our programs wherein God is 

extolled for His grace and glory, for the salvation He has prepared for us in His Son and for His 

majesty and sovereignty differ vastly from rock concerts. But the question is whether when you 

and the unbelievers sing the songs of God’s praise, there is this difference that this joyful sound 

comes out of your heart as well as out of your mouth. The unbelievers often gather in large 

groups and sing the Messiah, singing literally the Word of God, and that Word of God as it 

pertains to our salvation and God’s glory therein. All this is singing and making a joyful noise 

about God; but it is by no means a joyful noise made unto the Lord. It is not directed to Him. It 

does not come out of a heart that knows the joy of that which is sung. 

How is it with you? Young people. Are you filled with the joy of salvation? Do you 

rejoice because God is so glorious and sovereign? And is that why you sing with a loud sound? 

By the way, the text can be translated, "Shout unto the Lord,” and does not necessarily mean a 

joyful noise. The word appears in the Old Testament with the translation of “shout" more often 



than “make a joyful noise.” But in the context of serving Him with gladness and coming before 

His presence with singing, it certainly has that idea here. 

I would submit to you that what David means here is to give enthusiastic praise to God 

whether in song, or in confession that is not song. Literally we can shout out the praises of our 

God, for He is glorious beyond compare. But in a sense the word is used figuratively and means 

with enthusiasm. That is what we must have to shout, to make a loud and a joyful noise. 

Now, do you? 

How much joy is there in your heart for the truth of your salvation? How enthusiastic are 

you now in the days of your youth about the covenant blessings that God promises His people? 

Do you feel like you want to shout with joy that you are the sheep of His pasture, as David says 

in verse three? Does that truth touch you? Does it move you to an enthusiastic song of praise that 

is directed to Him? 

Are you very enthusiastic about learning more and more about this God and the salvation He 

has prepared for His people? Does your society life and study of His Word show a heart that is 

ready to shout, to cry out with joy because of the truths that are found in Scripture? This bound-

less strength and vitality that you have for material exercises, does it make your enthusiasm and 

joy for the spiritual look sick? That enthusiasm is what David is talking about here in Psalm 100. 

The idea is not that you may not have joy in the material, must always be shouting God’s 

praises and be bubbling over with joy to confess Him before men every minute of your lives — 

although this would be wonderful and will be our lot in the new Jerusalem — but whether as far 

as the spiritual matters are concerned, as far as the things of our salvation are concerned, you 

know true joy, are glad because of what God has done for you and in you by the cross and Spirit 

of His Son so that you want to shout about it, and want to direct a song of praise to Him? 

II.  Must You? 

But perhaps my question as to whether you do make a joyful noise unto the Lord causes a 

counter question to arise in your minds. Perhaps you want to ask me, “Must we?” Is this required 

of us in the days of our youth? Oh, I do not mean that you have a question as to whether it is 

your calling to serve the Lord in the days of your youth. Another speaker will deal with that 

matter at your convention. And I am sure that you believe that you must in the days of your 

youth serve Him, and keep His commandments. But you may wonder whether this is the time 

then you are called to make a joyful noise unto the Lord. Is David not speaking here to older 

people? Is he really speaking to covenant youth and exhorting them to shout the praises of God? 

I am in no way insinuating that you think that God's law is not yet for you. I am sure that 

you believe that there are no age limits when that law goes into effect in our lives. You know that 

one of the commandments speaks directly to children. We are under the demand of the law from 

the moment of our birth and until the day of our death. 

But I can see where you might think that this making a joyful noise unto the Lord is for 

an older generation. Perhaps you are thinking that after making confession of faith this 

exhortation comes to you. That it is an exhortation to confessing members in the church of 

Christ. Or, perhaps, you may be thinking that after marriage, after you take on the serious 

business of living as husband and wife, and pretty soon as father and mother, that then these kind 

of exhortations in Scripture come to you. 

It may be that you are thinking of the words of Solomon in Ecclesiastes 11:9, “Rejoice, O 

young man, in the days of thy youth: and let thy heart cheer thee in the days of thy youth, and 

walk in the ways of thine heart, and in the sight of thine eyes." Perhaps you are reminded of what 

Solomon says in the next chapter to youth when he speaks of those days that are coming wherein 



you will have to say that you have no pleasure in them. Solomon reminds you that vibrant life, 

days when you can enjoy life are not going to last. It would seem as though he is telling you to 

enjoy life while you can. 

And surely we do not like the picture of children of God to be that of sad-sacks, dried up sour 

pusses. Our churches have taken no stand that we are to dress in specified black clothing, go into 

monasteries or nunneries to get away from the world and from sin and to be dedicated to God. 

From the pulpits we have not been taught that we must have our noses in the Bible in order to be 

pilgrims and strangers here below. We do not believe that sin is in the thing itself. Our slogan has 

been World Fight but never World Flight. How then does this apply to youth to make a joyful 

sound unto the Lord? 

Well, Scripture will give you the answer to all this. And two verses out of the Bible will 

be sufficient. Just go back to that text which I quoted in part a little while ago. Solomon does tell 

you to rejoice in the days of your youth, to let your hearts cheer you, and to walk in the ways of 

your eyes. BUT, and that is a big BUT, he also adds, “But know thou that for all these things 

God will bring thee into judgment!" 

That changes things quite a bit, does it not? God tells you through Solomon that all your 

works from birth onward, through those days when life seems so sweet to you, and the world is 

full of that which makes you want to shout and sing at the top of your voice because of the 

enjoyment you get out of life, are being judged by Him. 

Yes, you are to enjoy life when God gives it to you. Every creature that He 

gives you to enjoy, you may receive. But with enthusiasm, with a joyful noise, with a shout — 

not a halfhearted whisper or mumbled prayer — you are to thank God for all that which He gives 

you to enjoy in this life. He wants you as well as adults to recognize Him as the giver of every 

good and perfect gift. He wants your praise as well as He wants the praise of adults and of the 

angels. Look at “Old One Hundred” closely. Look carefully at verse three. “Know ye that the 

Lord He is God: it is He that made us and not we ourselves: we are His people, and the sheep of 

His pasture." 

You, young people are made by God. What is more you are the sheep of His pasture, which 

sets you aside from the wicked world in which you live. You must shout His praises. There is no 

other god that deserves your praise and thanks. And being His sheep through sovereign election 

and by the cross of Christ and by His Spirit, you have a special calling to shout, rather than be 

silent, to make a joyful noise as His elect children, rather than fail to thank and praise Him. 

The content of the joyful noise is given you in the fourth verse, “Enter into His gates with 

THANKSGIVING, and into His courts with PRAISE, and BLESS His name.” In the days of 

your youth you are called upon to do this as fully as this is the calling of adults. Yes, you MUST 

make a joyful noise unto the Lord in the days of your youth. Your shout must not be one of 

cursing and swearing, of blasphemy and accusation against the living God. But you have a 

calling to praise and thank God with enthusiasm NOW. Today! While you are young and while 

He gives you this physical strength and power to do so. The days will come when only feebly 

and with cracked voice you can praise Him. The days may soon come when on a bed of sickness 

you can only silently praise and thank Him. But now while life is strong, while you are bubbling 

over with health and strength you must make a loud noise to God, you must enthusiastically 

praise and thank Him for all the material gifts, and above all for the blessings of salvation. 

You have reason to shout and with enthusiasm praise Him in that He has given you a 

name and a place in churches that have the purest manifestation of the truth, that stand in the 

front line of the battle against Arminianism, Pelagianism and Modernism in our land. THAT is 



something to shout about. THAT should draw out of you an enthusiastic response of praise and 

thanksgiving. You have reason to shout with enthusiasm that He has blotted out your sins as well 

as the sins of your parents. You have the forgiveness of sins, the promise of the resurrection of 

the body and of life everlasting. Make, then, a joyful noise to God for these everlasting rich 

treasures which no man can take from you. 

Paul strikes this note also when in Philippians 4:4 he writes, “Rejoice in the Lord always; 

and again I say rejoice." And this verse comes to you as well as it does to your father and 

mother, uncles and aunts, the elders and deacons in your church. That word alway, or always, 

includes you in the days of your youth. And notice that Paul tells us to rejoice in the Lord. That 

is the only way that you can rejoice always. Outside of Him there is nothing wherein to rejoice. 

Take Christ and His cross away, and all you have left is hell! Can you rejoice about that? Take 

Christ, the Mediator away, and we all are under the terrible, unchangeable and eternal wrath of 

God. Who, knowing that can sing? Who aware of this can shout for joy? And because you are in 

Him by sovereign election, have been justified by His blood, and because He is coming back also 

for you, you have reason for shouting, and you must make a joyful noise unto God in praise and 

thanksgiving. 

Now this does not mean that in the life of the child of God there is no room for tears. 

Jesus wept. And you and I better weep over our sins. Our whole life, every moment of it will not 

be spent in literally shouting out God’s praise and in thanking Him for the blessings of salvation. 

We are going to have days, even though you do not have them at the moment, when you do not 

feel physically like shouting and making a joyful sound. You, young people, may soon be faced 

with some dreadful persecutions. God’s counsel is being fulfilled very quickly in these days. We 

are rushing to the end, and therefore rushing to the days of the Antichrist. Then you will have 

days when the flesh is sorely tried and the joy of physical life seems gone. 

And yet, in the midst of all this the soul can and does make a joyful noise when we with 

the eye of faith look at what is laid away for us and believe with the psalmist that we shall awake 

with God's likeness and forever be satisfied. That is why Peter writes, “Wherein ye greatly re-

joice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations.” I 

Peter 1:6. 

Yes, you young people are elect children of God already. You do not become such. It all 

is predetermined by God before the foundation of the world. And you must as such elect children 

shout the praises of the God Who chose you. And if you only appreciate the wonder and the 

blessedness of that truth, you will not find voice and power enough to shout for the joy of it. 

Your hearts will burst with joy, and your mouths shall utter it forth. 

III.  Can You? 

I can still hear another counter question. Granted now that it is our calling, can we? Have 

we had enough spiritual experiences to be able to shout about the God of our salvation and His 

glory? You look at your parents and the older members in your congregation, and you say, 

"These people have had so many more experiences than we have. They have been here longer 

than we, and they have gone through trials and trying times. They have had anxieties and cares, 

and even fears. They are in a position to shout the praise of God and to thank Him for what He 

has done for them. But we? We have not had many spiritual experiences. We do not know the 

wonder of salvation the way they do. We can shout about material things, but the things spiritual 

after all are a bit new yet to us, even to those of us who have made confession of faith." 

Now this is a good question, as well as the question as to whether you must make that 

joyful noise. I am not going to rebuke you, if you have these thoughts in your minds. I do not 



think that you are trying by these questions to excuse yourselves and get from under your 

obligation. No, we ought to face matters and think them through. You have a right to an answer 

to such a question as. “Can we in the tender days of our youth be enthusiastic about the things of 

God’s kingdom and of our salvation." You have that right provided it is not asked in a spirit of 

rebellion against this exhortation in God’s Word. 

But my answer is an emphatic, YES! 

You have the same salvation that your parents have. You have the same Christ as Savior 

that Methusaleh had when he was nine hundred sixty-nine years old. You have therefore the 

same reasons for joy that they have. And though you will grow in experience and learn more and 

more to appreciate that salvation which is in Christ, you HAVE it NOW! You, young people, 

and do not ever forget this, have everything that your parents, your elders and deacons and your 

minister has. We may have special gifts of teaching and ruling and even of singing and speaking; 

but do not forget that you have all the salvation that your parents have. Did Jesus not rebuke His 

disciples when they wanted to drive away the mothers who were bringing little babes to Him that 

He might bless them with the benefits of His covenant and kingdom? Did Jesus not say that “of 

such is the kingdom of heaven? That means that they share in the blessings of the kingdom as 

well as the adults. And you are not little babes in arms, you are young adults, developing adults, 

and the things of God’s kingdom are yours now. You do not need to wait until a certain age 

when they become yours. You have reason then for making a joyful noise unto the Lord.  You 

have just as much reason as the aged children of God in rest homes, who have one foot in the 

grave, and have spent more than the fourscore years of the strong in this vail of tears. Christ is 

yours as well as He is the aged saint’s. 

And not only can you make a joyful noise unto God because you have as much reason as 

the very old and feeble saints, but you can because you have the same Spirit of Christ working in 

you that they have. We believe that God usually causes us to be born again early in our infancy, 

if not even before we are born physically. We believe that the Spirit of Christ comes into His 

elect children early in their childhood so that they can receive the truth they are taught and 

gradually come to the consciousness of their place in His kingdom. And that Spirit gives you the 

power early in life already to be interested in the things spiritual, to become enthusiastic about 

what God has done for you and to come to Him with praise and thanksgiving. 

I want to remind you of two incidents recorded in Scripture that always have made me 

marvel at the grace of God and the power of His Holy Spirit. I want, first of all, to remind you of 

Moses who was taught by his mother the truth concerning Christ as He could be known in the 

Old Testament times. How long he received this instruction the Bible does not tell us. But it does 

tell us that the Spirit used it in the tender ages of his childhood so that forty years later, it was 

still powerfully there; and because of it he chose to cast his lot with the people of God, turn his 

back on all the worldly things he would have had, choosing rather to suffer with the people of 

God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season. 

The same Spirit, Who was in Moses to write in his heart the truth he was taught by his 

mother, lives in your hearts as covenant youth. And He Who gave Moses that grace to make such 

a decision, after so brief a training, dwells in you. Is it not amazing? Is it not a powerful 

testimony of the grace of God that what Moses was taught as such a little boy stayed with him, 

that the Spirit kept it there, kept Moses believing it, so that forty years later it was still so 

strongly there that he made that decision to cast his lot with the suffering Israelites? THAT Spirit 

you have in you from the moment you were born again, and THAT Spirit enables you young 

people to make a joyful noise unto the Lord in praise and thanksgiving. After all, do not compare 



yourselves with your parents and minister and elders and deacons. Compare yourselves with 

Moses. How much more instruction have you not received? You have been taught in your 

parent's home all your lives, not a few brief tender years of childhood. You have had catechism 

from your sixth year onward, gone to Christian schools and church all these years, belong to a 

Young People’s Society. You have the New Testament Scriptures which are far richer than what 

the saints had in the Old Testament. Can you sing? Can you make a joyful noise unto the Lord in 

the days of your youth? You certainly can. 

I said that I wanted to remind you of two incidents recorded in Scripture. Jump with me over 

a long period of years and look at four young men about your age, Daniel, Mishael, Hananiah 

and Azariah. They were captives in a foreign land. They were called upon to sin against their 

God. And they did not mumble a few incoherent words of complaint and dissatisfaction. Loud 

and clear they came through with a refusal to eat the meat offered up to them, and later on to 

bow before the image of the king. They could testify of their God in some very difficult 

moments, in time of real danger for the flesh. This they did by that Spirit of Christ Who dwelt in 

them. And you can as well as they, for you have that same Spirit in you. What does John say to 

you? No, what does God say to you through John? This, and it applies also to young women, of 

course, “I have written unto you young men because ye are strong, and the word of God abideth 

in you, and ye have overcome the wicked one." I John 2:14. 

There you have it! 

Make then joyful, loud sounds of praise to God here at your convention. Praise and thank 

Him with enthusiasm for all that He has done for you materially and spiritually. And then go 

home, not forgetting this exhortation, but as you grow and develop spiritually, walk according to 

this exhortation more perfectly, more richly and with more enthusiasm as you grow in grace and 

in knowledge. 
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