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You know, “patriotism” is an extremely relative term. Some of us feel that patriotism is 

waving “Old Glory” on the Fourth of July. Others feel it is serving in the Armed Forces or 

buying Federal savings bonds. Many people felt that the draft-dodgers who fled to Canada 

during the Vietnam War were very un-patriotic. But some of those very individuals who fled felt 

it was more patriotic to leave than to fight what they believed to be an “unjust” war. And do you 

remember how a very few years ago people were getting so upset because the American flag was 

showing up on purses, sweatshirts, and as patches worn on the seat of your pants? These people 

thought that was very un-patriotic. So on and on you can go. And we must decide where the 

Christian fits into all of this? It will be difficult. I think we must first look at patriotism and 

decide what it really is, and then try to discern what a Christian’s approach to it should be. 

Patriotism is basically a feeling of love or devotion to one’s native or adopted country. 

Flag waving or joining the military is not patriotism, but simply an outward show of patriotism. 

It is the feeling that lies within a person that is really patriotism. A patriotic person loves his 

country and feels devoted to it. It is not an American institution, either. When we look at 

patriotism, we should be looking on a world-wide scale, one that encompasses all of time. We 

are not merely asking whether American Christians can be patriotic. We are asking if German 

Christians could be patriotic during the Hitler years, or if Chinese Christians can be patriotic in 

Communist China. 

  The answer to that question is a very definite “yes” and also a very definite “no”. On the 

one hand, only we as Christians can truly be patriotic, but on the other hand we must not allow 

ourselves to be overly patriotic. It sounds like a paradox, but is it really? 

We as Christians must bow before our nation in humble obedience as we are called upon 

to do in Scripture. The Spirit says through the apostle Paul in Romans 13, “Let every soul be 

subject to the higher powers, for there is no power but of God the powers that be are ordained of 

God . . . Wherefore ye must needs be subject . . . for this cause pay ye tribute also.” Paul makes it 

plain that leaders in a country are placed there by God. And we must love these people. This the 

non- Christian can simply not do. And that is why I say that only Christians can be truly 

patriotic, for we only can truly love. We are exhorted by the Spirit that “supplications, prayers, 

intercessions, and giving of thanks be made for all men: for kings and for all that are in authority; 

that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty. For this is good and 

acceptable in the sight of God our Savior” (I Timothy 2: 1-3) 

Only the Christian can pray for the leaders of his country, whether American or German. 

I feel that we should hear more prayers for our leaders, both at our homes and from the pulpit on 

Sunday. We are perhaps guilty of not praying enough for these people as we are directed to do in 

the passage quoted from Timothy. 

We in America can also be patriotic in that we are thankful to God for blessing us with 

such a beautiful land. The beauty and diversity of America is awe-inspiring. Certainly we can 

feel great affection for this land flowing with milk and honey. 

And we in America can also praise the Lord for the religious freedoms we have here. We 

must not fool ourselves into believing that this is a Christian nation. But we in America have 

been blest with the freedom to worship the Lord as we see fit and to broadcast the truth we love 

to others also. 



It is not wrong either for us to feel a sense of devotion to America. We must certainly be 

willing to answer the call of our draft board during time of war. This is our duty. Some would 

say that this is the only time we should serve in the Armed Forces. I do not agree with that view. 

I feel that the Christian should be able to serve his country even if he is not drafted. 

Our country is always in need of servicemen, and I don’t feel that we should think it to be 

unnecessary for us as Christians to do our part in the defense of our country. I am nearing the end 

of a tour of duty with the Navy and I feel that not only have I helped to serve America in a small 

way, but in many ways the experience has been good for me also. The service is a very maturing 

experience in which a young person is forced to look at life realistically. He is forced to evaluate 

his relationships with his family, his church, and God. 

Many feel that we should refrain from joining the service because we separate ourselves 

from our churches by doing so. That is a valid argument. For this reason I feel that making a 

career out of the service would be unjustifiable. It would simply be too hard to maintain a good 

church life. But it is different when dealing with one tour of duty-say two, three, or even four 

years of active duty. First of all, the Services try to provide the opportunity to worship, and 

although these services are often rather shallow, they do help. It is also possible to supplement 

ones spiritual food by reading. The “Standard Bearer” and the “Beacon Lights” are excellent 

helps as are the printed copies of the Reformed Witness Hour broadcasts, which are available for 

the asking. There are also many other Christian publications, books, and so on. There are other 

Christians in the service also that we can associate with and share with. Remember, “where two 

or three are gathered in My Name...” 

There is another area of service that the Christian can involve himself in. That is the area 

of politics. There are many in our churches, I’m afraid, who feel that politics is too corrupt for a 

Christian to involve himself in. Personally I feel that is a bad attitude to take. We should not be 

willing to sit back and give also this sphere of life over completely to the non-Christian. Aren’t 

we to be the “salt of the earth”? 

There is a place for Christians to serve in politics; I am sure of it. Especially in local 

levels of government. It is possible to do so without sacrificing our principles. It should be no 

more difficult than working any other job where there are non-Christians involved. There are 

temptations and pitfalls in all professions. Serving in the government is a way to show patriotism 

in a positive sense. 

Yet at the same time we must not be patriotic to an extreme. We must not tie our souls to 

this or any other country. We must remember that we are “in the world but not of the world”. 

And that means America, too. I wonder how many of us would be willing to leave America like 

Abraham left Ur of the Chaldees to be led by God to a land strange to us? Would we be willing 

to move to Australia or India or Africa if God wanted us there? If we would not be willing to go, 

then something is wrong. 

We must be like the heroes of faith about whom we read in Hebrews II, “These all died in 

faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off, and were persuaded of 

them, and embraced them, and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth....But 

now they desire a better country, that is an heavenly: wherefore God is not ashamed to be called 

their God, for He hath prepared for them a city.”  

Let us remember then, that although we are required to love and pray for our leaders; 

although we can enjoy and appreciate the beauty of our land and the freedoms we have here; and 

although we can serve America in positive ways; yet our citizenship is nevertheless in heaven. 

May our lives reflect that citizenship in a Godly, peaceable life, owing “no man anything but to 



love one another: for he that loveth another hath fulfilled the law.” (Romans 13:8) 
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