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"And God blessed them, and God said unto them. Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish 

the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, 

and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth” (Gen. 1:28). This is God’s 

commandment to Adam and Eve when they were put out of the garden. This is God’s command 

to all men. In this passage God gave man dominion over the earth, that he might take care of it, 

and that he might be its king under God. But, what has man done to the perfect creation that God 

has made? Man, in his wicked, sinful nature, has destroyed the world which God has placed him 

in. 

Man has completely ruined God’s creation. He has littered his debris all over, he has 

polluted lakes, rivers, and streams. He has even polluted the air which he must breathe. In many 

instances man has even killed off the animals and other living things which God gave him 

dominion over. He has killed off part of God’s creation to make more room, comfort, and enjoy-

ment for himself. Doesn’t this seem like a misuse of the power God has given him? 

Even the problems that our country faces today, have been brought about because of 

man’s sinful nature. Take a look at the gas shortage, paper shortage, food shortage, the energy 

crisis, or the economic crisis which we are facing. We just can’t figure out what the cause for all 

this is, or who is to blame. Once again man has gotten himself into all these problems. Man has 

misused the blessings which God has blessed him with. For the past ten to fifteen years the great 

majority of people have been pretty well off. The past few years have been years of plenty. Many 

people have had more than enough money to just live on. Why then, they ask, do we face such 

economic problems today? 

Why? Point to yourself! Man in his greed has squandered this money. He has bought for 

himself bigger and better homes and cars, snowmobiles, motorcycles, boats, motor homes, 

trailers, etc. God has given us everything we own, he has given each of us different talents and 

abilities, he has blessed all of us. Many of these blessings we have shamefully wasted. God has 

blessed most of us with an abundance of food, but look at the large quantities of food we waste 

each day. Look at what we waste when we throw out non-returnable bottles, cartons, or anything 

that could be recycled. Are we using this time of plenty which God has given us to His name’s 

glory and honor? 

Especially us, young people, most of us have jobs and earn money. But, how much of this 

do we give to the church? Couldn’t we maybe wait with that new car, motorcycle, or outfit and 

give the money to the church to aid in expanding the missionary program or any other needy 

cause. Haven’t many of us also squandered our money to satisfy our own pride. Let us remember 

to use all that we own to the glory and honor of God’s name. And finally let us thank God for all 

the blessings He has bestowed upon us. 
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