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“Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honorable, whatsoever 

things are Just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are 

of good report, if there be any virtue, if there be any praise think (take account of) on these 

things. The things which thou hast both learned and received and heard and saw in me, these 

things do: and the God of peace shall be with you" Philippians 4:8, 9. 

We have already entered the New Year, Anno Domini 1975. It is the Lord’s year. He is 

King of God’s right hand. He is the Savior of His Church. Behold, He cometh! And everyone 

that hath this hope in his heart to see Him in all His glory, purifies himself as He is pure. I am 

this time, with Paul, addressing myself to you as such “brethren”. You are, old and young, filled 

with the Spirit of the Son; otherwise you are none of His, and cannot put spiritual things with 

spiritual. But you have the mind of Christ. 

In this current year you must have peace. Your joy must be full; it must be the joy of 

Christ in you. You must rejoice this year as the beloved and redeemed children of God. And you 

must run the race of faith, reaching out for that which is before, and forgetting that which is 

behind. You must be found in Him, not having your own righteousness, and must know Christ in 

the power of His resurrection-life in you; you must have fellowship in Christ’s sufferings on the 

Cross, in the forgiveness of sins, and also finally come to the complete resurrection in the day of 

Christ, when all sin and sorrow shall forever be no more remembered. 

This year you do not want to travel alone, do you. You say with Moses, “Do not cause us 

to go from here unless thy presence go before us” (Exodus 33:15) We would not simply have a 

place prepared for us in the cleft of the rock, as was prepared for Moses; but we would with 

uncovered face behold the glory of the Lord, and be transformed from glory unto glory as by the 

Spirit of the Lord. 

This is no mere “New Year’s resolution”; it is a holy vow which we must perform unto 

the Lord. 

Think on these things and do them. The Bible does not tell us in every detail what we 

may and may not do in running the race and fighting the good fight. But we are told in one sum 

what our strivings and aspirations should be with a spiritual and sanctified conscience. We are 

freeborn sons, who must walk in our new liberty. 

There is a certain class of spiritual “things” which we must count, reckon, weigh 

carefully, and which must be our meditation day and night. One hears here: may the words of my 

mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, my strength and my 

redeemer. Is this not true when we think of all the “things that are true”? These are the things 

which are not hidden and obscured by sin and darkness. These are morally in harmony with the 

objective rule in the spiritual morality of the Gospel. This means to put off the lie and to speak 

and do the truth in all things, and do and seek things which are truthful - far from Satan’s hellish 

lies and deceit. That this truthfulness is on a higher plane than the morality of the world (whether 

“old” or “new”) is evident from that fact that it is connected in Scripture with whatsoever is 

“honorable”. Now this is far from any honorableness propagated by an Ann Lander’s Column, 

read by millions; it is on a higher level of what is laid on the altar of God by those who are 

Christians, anointed priests of God. This is more than mere proper etiquette, the forms of life 

prescribed by good breeding, the accepted mores of society. This is the honor which was 



ascribed to God, and wherein we learned, in our thoughts, to take the sinful shoes from off our 

feet, because we are walking in the presence of the thrice holy God. It is the respectful worship 

of God. This is a quality of spiritual gravity which is a requisite in church leaders, deacons, 

wives of deacons. And children must be taught in this reverence before God. This places us not 

merely in some flippantly uttered New Year’s resolution, spoken by those lingering over their 

cups, but it places us in the climate of our holy vows uttered before God, angels, and the church. 

Think and do these things. 

When this is done we will also think on and consider the “things which are just”. We are 

then not our own masters, self- styled architects of what is right and wrong, but we will seek the 

Lord’s Gospel for the things that are just, and work out our salvation with fear and trembling. 

We shall then not do injustice to our brother. We will ask: is it right, is it according to the 

standard of the Lord’s justice, who hates a false balance? Here we do not say flippantly “let each 

do his thing”; which results in the confusion of hell, because the foundations are being destroyed. 

And we add that where justice is practiced with great spiritual sensitivity, that will also be “the 

things which are pure”. Do you know why the world is so namelessly impure, rotten and too 

scandalous to be mentioned? It is because they are not interested in what is just. And the wrath of 

God is revealed from heaven upon ail such rottenness, giving men over to all vileness and 

consuming lusts, the sins of Sodom and Gomorrah: pride, vanity and licentiousness. Consider 

this, my youthful reader, when you see the scandals of Washington in the headlines of the daily 

News Paper. Think upon that which is just and pure only. 

There is also the reality of things “which are lovely”. Ye are the salt of the earth. Have 

salt in yourselves. In your dealing with your brother and sister in Christ, and in all your contacts 

with men consider that which is lovely, agreeable, and what is full of being kindly affectioned 

toward one another. You must always ask: what is endearing to the brethren? This is also the 

“truth” in Jesus which we must maintain. It is also just and pure. We need not walk about in 

God’s church like a bristling porcupine hurting people’s feelings. We must speak the truth in 

love. Closely connected with this are the things “which are of good report”. These are the things 

which give a good name to ourselves and to others. We will then be sure that we do not defame 

our neighbor. 

Now this is really not exhaustive. The Bible speaks of our upward calling of God in 

Christ Jesus. We have the Spirit of Christ and we know all things which belong to our heavenly 

calling. We are citizens of the heavenly kingdom. Now when you “consider” this list you must 

know that the Bible points out to us anything that has “virtue” in it. This is not the virtue of the 

Greeks in their ethics, but it is the ethics of the eternal law of God fulfilled in Christ Jesus. It 

refers to every jot and tittle which shall be fulfilled in us. It is more abundant than the 

righteousness of the Pharisees and the Scribes. Hence, “if there by any virtue,'' that is, anything 

which is on an eminently higher plane morally and spiritually than all the darkness of sin and 

evil of our sinful nature, consider that. Then there will also be “praise”, things worthy of praise. 

We will indeed have a good name which is better than rubies. 

There are four verbs which we must learn very well in connection with this. They are: 

learned and received, heard and saw. Paul walked in a good conscience in the midst of the saints 

and of the world. He was running the race. He had not yet attained, but he will. Now he says to 

us: do not listen to vain teachers in this regard. Do not heed that college professor, who, with his 

“Socratic Method”, is in search for a standard of morality. Do not heed that Social Gospeler who 

neither understands nor does the things whereof he so confidently affirms. Just remember me and 

take stock of what you have learned and received — in Catechism, Sunday School, from the 

preaching on the pulpit, in the Christian Schools and Colleges and, not the least, at your mother’s 



knee. 

These things do! 

And then have a good New Year. The God of peace shall be with you. He will be your 

guide even unto death. Let no one take your crown. Hold that thou hast and receive the hope of 

the morning in your hearts. 

Think and do these things in the Lord. 
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