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The thought crossed my mind over and over again. It was a Sunday afternoon, the room 

was full of young people, the Bibles were all open in front of them and they were involved in 

another society meeting. I just wondered how many would be here if the decision was left up to 

them. Was there enough interest then, and is there enough interest now to insure the continued 

growth of our Young People's Societies. Just stop and think a moment; ask yourself that same 

question. Do you really think Young People’s is worth your attendance, or is it something you 

would pass up if your parents or anyone else gave you the chance? If your parents have to force 

you to attend, then really it is too late. In a matter such as this you should not have to have laws 

made to force you to do anything; you should want to. 

But then this isn’t really meant to be a negative article on why our societies are all 

doomed to fail. In the past I have had the opportunity to read the minutes of some society 

meetings. These minutes drew the same kind of problems that we face today. These problems are 

problems that have always plagued the church, and they will always continue to be with us. 

Sin is the one factor that makes us incapable of doing any good thing. It is because of our 

sinful nature that we get bored in society. That’s the reason we fail to speak up when we have an 

answer to a question that has been asked. Sin is the reason why we would rather drive out to the 

beach on a Sunday afternoon than study a chapter of the Bible. 

So that is what you say. Sin will always be in us, the battle between the old man and the 

regenerated child of God will continue in us until death. There is nothing we can do to change all 

that. Really, the kind of society life we should have is unattainable. We just will never realize it. 

The truth is that our best works on earth are as filthy rags; of ourselves we can do nothing 

good. But by the grace of God we can do good. He sees all of our works through the atonement 

of Christ. So you see there is hope for us. God’s grace makes all the difference in what we do. 

Our society life can become more meaningful if we strive to make it so, not by our own means 

but through prayer, asking for the help of God. 

Now if there was only some easy step-by-step plan which we could follow to make our 

societies a place where we always wanted to be. If there was a book that could be bought which 

showed 10 easy-to-follow steps to improve your society life. Who knows, there might be a book 

like that somewhere, but I doubt if it would do any good. Really if there is going to be a change 

in our society life this year, it has to, in fact it can only come from one source, us. You as young 

people, and myself as a leader. 

Thinking back when I was in Young People’s Society, I could remember times when I 

came to Bible discussion with no idea of the chapter or verse we would study from. That makes 

for a long 45 minutes when you are completely unprepared. 

The biggest step we could take in improving our societies would be in PREPARING 

OURSELVES FAITHFULLY from week to week. This takes work. But it is amazing just how 

much more you can enjoy those minutes spent in Bible discussion. It would be well worth it if 

you even went to a religious book store and bought a commentary on the particular book of the 

Bible you are studying in your society. It can be a great help, and it’s not expensive. The ones I 

bought were usually around $2.00. 

But if there is something worse than not being prepared, it’s not participating. Even if 

you didn’t study like you should have, you should have enough educational background to be 



able to answer or ask religious questions. Participation can be a lot harder to do than preparing. 

For some it’s just not easy to speak out. But if you put forth an effort to answer or ask at least 

one question at each society meeting, you would be surprised how fast your confidence grows. 

For myself I have often thought, if only each person could have the opportunity to lead Bible dis-

cussion; it would make for a much better society. If you only knew what it is like to see all those 

faces give you that look of puzzlement when you ask an easy question, I think you would be 

much more eager to talk. 

There is nothing more discouraging than to see no hands come up when a question is 

asked. But then there is nothing more rewarding than to get a good religious discussion going, 

the kind when it seems everyone wants to say something. Those are the meetings we all 

remember. That's when we can say it was good for us to be there. 

I know that it’s been said many times before, but I will say it again; society is what you 

make it. This year why not really try and dedicate your Sunday afternoons to it. Just for a while, 

say one month, give it all you have; study hard; do the best you can; and with the continued 

prayer of all of us, not just young people, we can make society life a rewarding experience. 
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