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Christiana’s eldest son, Matthew, took sick one day, adding to the burdens of his 

widowed mother. Matthew’s father was no more there to watch over and warn his son against the 

temptations of young manhood. It was not easy for Christiana to be both father and mother to her 

son. Actually, she doted on him, and to the extent that she could neither see nor suspect any evil 

in him. But for a long time running he had been exposing himself to many dangers. Now he lay 

terribly sick. Dr. Skill was called in, and he could see that his patient “had been tampering” with 

his daily and “nothing but wholesome” diet. His little brother, Samuel, innocently gave him 

away when he recalled how, in passing Beelzebub’s orchard, they had looked at the fruit which 

hangs over the wall of the estate. Unknown to them, they were looking at “the vine of Sodom,” 

“of the fields of Gomorrah.” Then it was that Matthew had pulled down some of the fruit and 

eaten it. 

Many a Matthew has slipped unobtrusively (trespassed) into a librarium erotica, there to 

be taken unawares with a deathly sickness. For, as Dr. Skill had warned, "Many had died 

thereof.” But had poor Matthew never been warned of such subtle dangers? Was he so naive and 

ignorant of the ways of the world? It could not be, for he had the Book of Proverbs and the first 

three chapters of Genesis, which alone are warning enough. But yjene he was laid up with the 

Grippe. The doctor said his sickness was hamartiagenic (from the NT hamartos) sin-engendered, 

and that he had been tampering with what could kill him, unless he got it off his conscience and 

out of his heart immediately. So Dr. Skill opened his satchel and bottles to make a potion, which, 

however, proved to be too weak. It was made in a solution of the blood of a goat, the ashes of a 

heifer, some hyssop juice and a sprinkle of bitter herbs. This had no effect Then the doctor pro-

duced a medicine really “to the purpose.” Using strange terms, as physicians always do, he said 

this was essence of ex carne et sanguine Christi. The prescription, neatly typed out by the 

apothecary, read, “Fasting, take three pills three times daily, with a promise or two, in half a 

quarter of a pint of the tears of repentance.” This alone made Matthew well and put him back on 

his feet again. This alone is proof of God’s love. “Unto Him that loved us and washed us from 

our sins in His own blood’ (Rev. 1:5). “The heathen might trace God by acts of bounty rather 

than acts of vengeance. But . . . thou canst not say, God giveth me riches, therefore He loveth 

me; or sendeth me poverty therefore He hateth me. No, He may give these things to His enemies, 

and deny them to His friends. But you may undoubtedly conclude, He loveth me, for He hath 

washed me from my sins. Clear this once, and you have a full and concluding proof of God’s 

special love to you” (Thomas Manton). 

The fruit of Beelzebub’s orchard — there is no fruit that sits so painfully on the stomach 

as this fruit! Trouble is, Beelzebub’s orchard is so harmless-looking that it is not recognized for 

what it is. There is the modem university, the “fine arts” college — recognize Beelzebub’s 

orchard? The same vines are intertwined around the magazine stand and the "browse-a-bit” store. 

(Remember the man with the muck rake?) There is that expensive pile of “rock-n-roll” records 

— fruit "plashed” from B.O. (Beelzebub’s orchard). What are “rock” fans listening to? Some of 

it is put in ballad form, as a piece called “Ticket,” which has a girl singing, "He said that living 

with me was bringing him down — yeh-eh-eh! He would never be free when I was around.” 

Digging behind the song, you find it is “a love song of today about a groupie.” The devil’s B.O., 

it is hoped, is enough to turn you sickish green. 



But how inexcusable it was for Matthew so to have become a sick man. For he had the 

advantage of the combined ministries of Evangelist, Help, Goodwill, Interpreter, that of the four 

shepherds, Knowledge, Watchful, Experience and Sincere, as well as the competent Dr. Skill. 

Today these pastors are looked upon in the church community as belonging only in the pulpit. 

They are put down as not having the ability to deal with the complex problems of their people. 

There they must defer and refer these “special cases” to outside highly specialized professional 

help. But the servants of the Lord above noted know human nature, the inclinations of their 

people, the sins they are in most danger of, the temptations most liable to. Though plain men, 

with not much in the way of genius, they do, with long hours of study, with some experience, 

with life-long expert reading and research, with solemn, awful, sleepless interest, come to fitness 

to advise and counsel in matters of the soul. How often they could truthfully say to an aching 

Matthew, I warned you of it! I told you plainly many have died eating of that delicious, but 

deleterious fruit. 

So, good biblical counsel will advise that when sin against conscience and heart leave 

one guilt-ridden, depressed and broken down, nothing will set matters right but frank admission 

of sin, and prompt applications of the prescription of the Great Physician and His appointed 

preparations. Richard Baxter counsels The Reformed Pastor: “We must be ready to give advice 

to those that come to us with cases of conscience ... A minister is not only for public preaching, 

but to be a known counsellor for their souls, as the lawyer for their estates, and the physician for 

their bodies .... And because the people are grown unacquainted with this office of the ministry, 

and their own necessity and duty therein, it belongs to us to acquaint them herewith in such cases 

and to press them publicly to come to us for advice in such cases of great concernment to their 

souls. We must not only be willing of the trouble, but draw it upon ourselves by inviting them 

hereto. What abundance of good we might do, could we but bring our people to this!” (John 

Knox Press, Richmond, Va., 1956, p. 52.) It was Paul who said, "And I myself also am 

persuaded of you, my brethren, that ye also are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge, able 

also to admonish one another” (Rom. 15:14), and Calvin, commenting on this says, “The 

Romans (Christians) who were abundantly endowed with kindness and skill in giving advice, 

were fully enabled, according to Paul, to exhort and encourage each other without receiving 

assistance from any other quarter.” 

This also is appropriate: “From a master to an apprentice, when leaving his service and 

entering into life for himself . . . ‘I have endeavored to warn and counsel you against those evils 

which your inexperienced eye was exposed to, and direct and encourage you in the principle . . . 

which . . . lay the foundation for a happy and useful life .... Watch over the natural appetites of 

the body. Let not those senses which were designed to administer innocent pleasures become in-

centives to sin. The sensitive affections have so far overpowered reason and conscience in man, 

that the Scripture can find no word more fit to describe his fallen state . . . than flesh; and, 

believe me, it requires all the assistance that piety and reason can afford, to keep them in due 

subordination. Be chaste and virtuous, not only in converse and behavior, but in the dispositions 

of your mind. Indulge in no lascivious thoughts or looks, and run not unnecessarily into 

temptations thereunto. You know how great a flame the fire of lust indulged may kindle. 

Observe the injunctions which our Lord and Savior has given concerning the government of the 

eyes (see Matt. 5:28), and imitate the wise example of Job (31:1) and David (Psalm 119:37) . . . 

Be also sober and temperate in the use of diet and drink. Every degree is excessive . . . which 

renders you indisposed to action and exercise of body and mind. Particularly, let no company en-

gage you to exceed the bounds of reason . . . . A peremptory refusal or two at first will ever free 



you from their solicitations, but easy compliance will encourage their repeated assaults upon 

your . . . virtue.” (Quoted by Arthur W. Pink, who omitted a credit line, furnishing only the date, 

Nov. 1752.) 

And then this good counsel to another Matthew is a must. “Where you are, you see more 

of the glittering vanities of this world in a day than we do in an age, and are grown more and 

more in love with them or dead and dying to them. I hope dead and dying to them, for they are 

poor things, and perish in the using. Be sincere and humble, and choice in your company, always 

either getting good or doing good. Your acquaintance, I doubt not, increaseth abroad, and 

accordingly your watch must be . . . ‘He that walketh with wise men shall be wise’ . . . Your 

improvement is our joy. Be sincere and serious, clothed with humility, always abounding in the 

work of the Lord; and when you have done all, be saying, ‘I am an unprofitable servant.’ It was 

good advice of a moral philosopher, ‘In your converse with men, distrust.’ But I must add, ‘In 

everything towards God, believe.’ Expect temptation and a snare at every turn, and walk ac-

cordingly. We have a good cause, a vanquished enemy, a good second, an extraordinary joy'. For 

he that overcomes need not desire to be more happy than the second and third chapters of the 

Revelation speaks him to be. I would have you redeem time, for, hearing the Word in season and 

out of season, your other studies will prosper, never the worse, especially if you could return 

immediately from it to the closet again, without cooling diversions (occurring) by the way.” 

(Written by Philip Henry to his son, Matthew Henry, the famous commentator.) 
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