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Laughter mingles with the continuing hum of chit-chat of people who fill many rooms. 

Cards have been dealt for another hand of game playing and it seems that no matter where you 

look you see food. Small children are heard everywhere laughing and squealing in play. 

Everyone seems to be feeling a bit of happiness and contentment and smiles seem to appear more 

frequently on the faces of many. A spirit of happiness prevails where you look or listen. Joy is 

now more easily found than it will be in a week or two when the world again steps to its own 

kind of music. But now a new year is just opening up, requiring us to give it a good start. It is 

time to create excitement and to have plenty of greetings for all those we come into contact with. 

It is time to get together and celebrate for today is 1974! 

Although in days to come the spirit will leave and everything will fall into the routine 

attitude once again, still we cannot allow ourselves to flip-flop through this year unalert. We 

cannot move into this year with a lazy attitude or show indifference to time. As Christians, time 

is becoming of more and more value and of more and more importance to us. Time does not 

slow down for us and neither is each resounding second being spaced further apart. Rather, if we 

are not keeping pace with the ticking clock it is time for us to speed up a little. Constantly, we 

must keep up with the duties of the Christians: never putting off those duties to squeeze and cram 

them in at another hour or even forgetting them all together. We have to take the time we have 

now and use it for God’s purpose of having us here. 

To view this even more clearly right now let us lift the shade and take one last quick peek 

back to the year we have just left and see what major history lies outside our window. First we 

see the long turning and tangling struggle of the Vietnam war finally come to some kind of finish 

and weary, tired, and wounded soldiers returning to their home country. The men who for years 

have been held captive by enemies now are coming back to a family and a world they could 

hardly manage to visualize anymore. Viewing elsewhere, we find worldwide strikes taking place 

out of selfishness so that man can meet his greedy demands and wishes. We also find the power 

of the Supreme Court over against the majorities vote pass the cruel injustice of abortions. In the 

background abortions clinics are being set up legally so hundreds of lives can be sacrificed by 

appointment day after day after day. No matter where you go, you find hundreds of unbelievable 

murders being committed daily. Along with those are mass murderers which one can hardly 

believe have actually taken place and which years ago were unheard of. Always there are riots 

which flare up time and time again over issues that cause one man to fight against another. In the 

foreground we see another rising war in the Middle East. We see Watergate interfering tragically 

with the government of this country, leading to the loss of respect for authority, government, and 

the confidence of the people. Then there is also the energy crisis which today yet strikes against 

us and which presses people everywhere into a state of fear. 

And so it continues — the ever-turning picture. Yes, of course, the entire picture is not 

one of disorder, sadness, and fright; however, these past events are ones that should shake us to 

consciousness, drive us to our calling, and enable us to live better than ever as watchful 

Christians. 

The shade is now pulled and the picture has disappeared, but the events have not escaped. 

Cautiously we step into 1974 unaware of how this year’s picture may be painted. But we do 

know that however it may be we must stand prepared. God must be our guide and our faith must 

be in prayer. 
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