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“Whoso findeth a wife findeth a good thing, and obtaineth favor of the Lord.” “House and riches 

are an inheritance from fathers; but a prudent wife is from Jehovah” (Prov. 18:22, KJV; 19:14, 

ASV). 

Mercy, like Rebekah, “was very fair to look upon,” or was of “extremely beautiful 

appearance,” and so the “more alluring.” Attracted to her was a handsome, dark haired man, with 

fine features, black, close cropped, pointed goatee and Prussian-style mustache. His name was 

Brisk. He was a man of the world, solidly, down to his marrow, a man of business, of some 

breeding, but a total stranger to philanthropy and the power of good. He made suit to Mercy. He 

pretended both religion and love to her. She amazed him with her always being busy in doing, 

either for herself or others, making garments, and never wasting time in frivolous amusements. 

Not knowing that her labors were purely of a benevolent nature, Mr. Brisk once blundered 

embarrassedly in asking her what by her talents she could earn in a day! Her reply that it was her 

aim to “be rich in good works, to lay up in store a good foundation against the time to come, that 

I may hold on eternal life.” really threw him. He never called on her again. Mercy in name he 

liked, but Mercy in practice he rejected. 

Was she disappointed in being too dull for Brisk? Not in the least; it was not for her to be 

unequally yoked with an unbeliever. Her sister, Bountiful, had fallen for an unbeliever who 

professed faith in God, but he became a clog to her soul. Eventually he turned her out of the 

house. Mercy determined to learn from that. She waited God’s time until He brought her and 

Matthew, a son of Christiana’s, together. 

Young people will be wise not to rely entirely on their own judgment in the matter of 

finding a life’s mate. They will do wisely and well to avail themselves of the good counselling of 

parents, pastors, elders and Christian school teachers, it is very dangerous to have recourse to im-

proper counsellors. What kind of counsellors ought to be consulted? Not the modem 

psychologists, but spiritual men (Gal. 6:1) who will guide with the sound counselling principles 

of Moses (see Gen. 24), Solomon (see Proverbs and Song of Songs), Jesus (see Matt. 5:27-32; 

19:3-12) and Paul (see 1 Cor. 7 and Rom. 7:1-4). In matters of love, courtship, and marriage, 

don’t neglect or refuse to take counsel, and always be guided by the absolute rule, “only in the 

Lord.” 

On these important matters, learn to search out the counsel of all Scripture. Genesis 24, 

according to custom, relates a marriage and arrangement for it by proxy. Trusting in God, relying 

on His providence. Isaac and Rebekah are a simple example of a successful and happy marriage. 

But their wooing and wedding, from the scant report, seem to have occurred on the same day. 

The narrative of Adam and Eve shows that their courtship was simultaneous with their married 

life, and may be considered in detail only by a sanctified imagination. The wedded lives of 

Abraham and Sarah, and Jacob and Rachel have their disappointing features, in view of the fact 

that God’s covenant calls for a life of pure monogamy. From this high standard David and 

Solomon both departed. The story of Ruth and Boaz shows evidence of a true love, but, in the 

midst of the commonplace, seems, on the face of it, to have been brought about by unconven-

tional scheming, economic motives, and a merely legal union. It seems that the Word of God, 

exhibiting so graphically the nobler and the baser aspects of life, almost nowhere satisfactorily 



treats the betrothal period. One must take and study all the related accounts of Scripture together, 

including the applicable parts of the Book of Proverbs. The much neglected, and almost 

deliberately avoided Song of Songs must also be consulted, as it ideally treats the purest 

covenant love. 

Young people must both be prepared and prepare themselves for marriage to a Christian 

of their own intellectual and spiritual development. Choose friends not according to outward 

appearance, handsome build, or beautiful figure only, but according to whether there is truth in 

the inward parts. Training for marriage must begin in childhood, with increasingly and 

progressively more consideration given the matter as youth and marriageable age are attained. 

Not every church is able to provide the best family-centered social life for its young people so 

that they may form wholesome friendships and enjoy happy fellowship with “members of the 

opposite sex.” Then plans probably ought to be made to eventually leave home for life in another 

Protestant Reformed Church where opportunities of Christian fellowship in the young people’s 

societies may be had. When old enough to be “keeping company,” or when it is proper to be 

“going steady',” there must be always kept in mind the high, God-honoring purposes outlined in 

the Book of the Covenant. Your aim will not be to see how many “love affairs” you can chalk up 

to experience. That is somewhat “tinhornish,” like filing notches in a gun. Where you see 

“danger” signs on the highway, you wisely avoid such places. Isn’t it a “danger” sign when you 

see an engagement ring on a young woman’s right hand? Flee youthful lusts. Be not motivated 

by the lust of the flesh (mere sexual desire), nor the lust of the eye (mere physical beauty), nor 

the pride of life so called social standing, bloodlines, wealth, economic security, etc.). The 

finding of the right mate is primarily not a matter of your personal choice, but of discovering the 

one of God’s choice, and of marrying only in the Lord. 

Our young people, I should think, are instructed in God’s covenant, that they may early 

learn the true, covenant, family centered conception of married life. Many of the so-called 

Christian high schools reveal that their student bodies have not much, if any, conception of 

covenant life. Very little of this is seen, as a carry-over from the home and church, in the school. 

The whole thing has to be oriented to eventually getting a good paying job, but while preparing 

for that, one must have a hilarious time of it. History and life are not studied from the point of 

view of God’s covenant, but from a commercial point of view, that is, with a view to entering 

upon the most profitable business. Why shouldn’t the Christian school be a counselling center, in 

the best sense of the idea, where covenant youth, to a degree, are prepared for happy marriage in 

the Lord? So often it is that upon graduation, marriage is taken as the escape-hatch from the 

monotony of the parental home, or as the opportunity to join a new and perhaps long-coveted 

social set, and not to reflect Christ and His church and to build up His church with covenant 

families. 

What do I learn from the story of Mercy and her Brisk suitor? She was more than a 

virtuous woman. She was also a worthy woman. Not every woman is both virtuous and worthy. 

Every worthy woman is also virtuous, but not every virtuous woman is worthy. Many women are 

natural virgins, but are so proud of their virginity as to make it a self-righteousness. They feel 

they ought to be given a medal when they finally reach the marriage altar. They forget that when 

they “have done all those things which are commanded,” they must say, “We are unprofitable 

servants; we have (only) done that which was our duty to do!” (Luke 17:10). But “humble wed-

lock is far better than proud virginity” (Augustine). "A proud wife is without discretion, and is a 

shame to her husband: but a worthy wife is a crown to her husband” (Prov. 11:22; 12:4). 

Mercy could not yet find a man who liked her conditions or qualifications for herself and 



her proposed mate. She was industrious, "laying up in store a good foundation against the time to 

come.” She was lovely and pure. She was unsuspicious, oblivious to the women who linger to 

gossip. She was well-mannered and gracious, cheerful and generous, self-sacrificing, yet lively. 

Soon enough she met Matthew, a man who liked her conditions, and who loved her Lord and 

her. 

But when a young man proposes marriage, doesn’t it seem like an amazing presumption? 

He promises her he will navigate her on the sea of matrimony through all the storms, fogs and 

hurricanes of life, to sail clear of rocks, shoals and icebergs, to do this with no experience, often 

with no port in sight, and in spite of thousands of shipwrecks along the way. Isn’t she, too, a 

wonder of presumption? She “practically says, ‘I have but one life to live, and I entrust it all to 

you. My arm is weak, but I will depend on the strength of yours. I don’t know much of the 

world, but I rely on your wisdom. I put my body, my mind, my soul, my time . . . in your 

keeping. I make no reserve. Even my name I resign and take yours, though mine is a name that 

suggests all that was honorable in my father, all that was good in my mother . . . . I start with you 

on a journey which shall not part except on the edge of your grave or mine. Ruth, the Moabitess, 

made no more thorough self-abnegation than I make, when I take her tremendous words, . . . 

‘Entreat me not to leave thee, or to return from following thee; for whither thou goest, I will go; 

and where thou lodgest I will lodge. Thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God. 

Where thou diest will I die, and there will I be buried. The Lord do so to me, and more also, if 

aught but death part thee and me.’ Side by side in life, side by side in death, side by side in 

heaven. Before God and man, and with my immortal soul in the oath, I swear eternal fidelity!” 

Rev. T. DeWitt Talmadge, D.D., "The Marriage Ring,” 1886). 
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