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The basic premise of Christian stewardship is that God is the Creator, Possessor, and 

Upholder of all. “The earth is the Lord's and the fulness thereof,” confesses David in Psalm 24. 

"For He hath founded it upon the seas, and established it upon the floods.” Stewardship 

presupposes God’s absolute ownership of all. Existence of anything apart from God is 

impossible. If God were to but forget a tiny portion of His Creation, the very idea of that thing 

would cease to exist. God may use His Creation as He alone sees fit, holding Himself 

accountable to no one. 

There can be no question that God has placed man in the position of steward over 

Creation. Most men, of course, do not admit to that stewardship. They will never understand that 

God has called them and all Creation into being for the sole purpose of the glorification of His 

name. Only the Christian will confess that God owns all, and that man must use all for that 

purpose. 

I would ask you to spend a few minutes with me on the subject of a parable which is 

familiar to all of us, the parable of the talents found in Matthew 25. A man took a journey and 

left his possessions in the hands of three stewards, who were to have charge over them until his 

return. The man knew his servants well, giving each care over his estate to the extent that he 

knew their abilities. The two with the greater abilities and responsibilities did well, gaining more 

for their master. He with the least ability didn’t even use it, gaining nothing. When the master 

returned, each servant was rewarded accordingly, not for his ability but for his faithfulness. 

Notice that the master in giving charge of his possessions to his three servants said 

nothing about reward or recompense. He merely gave charge to them over these things and left. 

So also is the relationship of Cod, the Master, and man, the steward. God has no agreement with 

man allowing him to use His Creation in order for man to earn a certain reward. God has said, 

“Take all I have given you. Honor and glorify my Name therewith.” 

What, then, are these talents which God has given us as stewards? We often think of a 

talent as the ability to sing or perform a task well. A talent might be material possessions. If they 

are but these, we may readily conclude that God has given us the position of the steward with 

one talent. 

One can hardly make an all-inclusive list of all our talents. The reader can add many 

more to this list. To most of us God has given Christian homes and schools. We have our church 

and its doctrine. We have God-fearing friends and mates. God has blessed us materially far more 

than in other nations of the world. He has given us strong bodies and keen minds. To all has been 

given that much under-rated gift of time. We have the abilities to love and worship God. We 

have our salvation. 

The point of the parable is not how much money the two stewards earned by the return of 

the master, but the fact that they were faithful in what the master had set them over. They used 

the master’s possessions for his welfare and not for their own. Note the disproportion between 

the work and the reward. Each earned little more for the master, but were made rulers over many 

things. So also God rewards His faithful stewards on this earth. Those who are faithful in what 

God has given, however little it may be, are rewarded in the end with eternal life. 

Our human hearts, ready to make excuses, sympathize with the last servant. His 

reasoning seemed not so bad, “I knew you were a hard man, but see, I took good care to hide 



your talent, and I now return it unharmed.” We see him taken aback when accused of being 

wicked and slothful. There is no middle point between faithful and unfaithful. He was unfaithful 

in his omission. His position was taken from him; he was cast into outer darkness. He used the 

master’s talent to fulfill his own laziness. 

Mankind is the slothful servant. He evidences this today in his selfish use of the God-

given Creation. He destroys and pollutes a world that is not his own and is not to be used for his 

end. Already he begins to reap his reward in environmental problems and international conflicts 

over natural resources. He will continue in the way of the slothful servant until he receives his 

final reward at the end of time. 

Only God’s children are those good and faithful servants. As covenant young people, 

count your talents. Whether you have five, two, or one is no matter; be faithful in the use of 

them. 
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