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What does it mean to be a witness? One who wishes to be a witness must have first-hand 

information. If one has second or third-hand information, then his witness will be unreliable. Let 

me use an example: If John, who has never met Jim, gives you a long account of what Jim said 

or did, you may be assured that you are not getting the facts. We have all at one time or another 

experienced this fact of life. Second and third-hand “facts” are usually questionable. This is true, 

because, when information is relayed from one person to another, to still another, there is 

occasion for misunderstanding, forgetting, for making interpretation which are passed along as 

the original facts, all of which constitute distortion of the truth. A witness must know of what he 

speaks. He must be an eyewitness of the event and he must be able to say that he heard that 

which he says was spoken. Such a witness you can trust. 

The apostles were true witnesses. They spoke of what they saw and heard. The apostle 

John was a witness. He wrote to the church about the Word of Life, Christ Jesus. Look at his 

credentials to be a witness: “That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which 

we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the 

Word of Life. For the life was manifested, and we have seen it, and we bear witness . . . that 

which we have seen and heard declare we unto you . . .” (I John 1:1-3). Such a witness knows 

what he is talking about and speaks with authority. You must trust that what he says is the truth. 

Not to believe him would be foolishness. 

But I don’t want to call your attention now to John’s witness. After all, the apostle John is 

not The Witness; but he is a witness among many witnesses. 

The Witness is He of whom the apostle witnessed. The witness is Christ Jesus. His 

witness is true! All the church is built upon the foundation of His witness. The believer puts all 

his hope and confidence in the testimony of Christ, who is the revelation of God. 

To what or of whom is Christ a witness? In the apostle John’s gospel narrative chapter 

3:32 we read that He that is from heaven testifies of what He hath seen and heard! What did 

Christ see and hear? And of what does He testify? In answer to these questions we can say, 

negatively, Christ did not testify about what He saw and heard of His first thirty years on earth. 

He does not speak of His earthly family. Of Mary and Joseph and their other children He doesn’t 

speak, though we may be sure He saw and heard much. Jesus’ testimony isn’t about the 

community and society in general. 

Positively, you know of whom Christ is the witness. Of God! The eternal, almighty, 

thrice Holy God of heaven and earth. But is that possible? Can a man be a witness of God, whom 

no man hath seen at any time (John 1:18). They have neither heard the voice of God nor seen His 

shape. Can a man, the finite creature, speak with authority of things heavenly and spiritual? Can 

one testify, be a witness, to things which eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither hath entered 

into the heart of man? Yes it is possible, but possible only for God to send such a witness. If one 

is to be the witness of God, He must be more than a mere man, more than even a sinless man. He 

will have had to have beheld God face to face. 

The apostle John in his gospel narrative writes of those things which reveal to us the 

divinity of Jesus of Nazareth. It is exactly according to His divinity that Jesus hath seen and 

heard and come down from heaven. Jesus is not of the earth and does not testify of things 

earthly. But He is from heaven, and declares things which are heavenly, the divine. Jesus, the 



Son of God and exactly because He is the Son, is the witness, who testifies concerning God, 

whom no mere man hath seen at any time. 

The eternal Son beheld the Father eternally. The Father spoke, as the ever speaking God, 

of Himself, of His will and counsel. God the Father eternally revealed Himself to the Son. The 

Son saw and heard eternally! In fact the Word God speaks eternally of Himself as the living 

personal Son. “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with (toward or facing) God, 

and the Word was God’’ (John 1:1). No wonder, Jesus could say, “I am the truth.’’ What did 

Jesus, the Son of God, see and hear? Our answer can only be partially complete. But we can say 

this much at least. First, that He must lay down His life for His sheep, for this was His Father’s 

will. Secondly, of all which God had given to Christ, in eternal election, Christ should lose 

nothing but should raise it up again at the last day. He came to do His Father’s will. What was 

His Father’s will? What more did Jesus tell us of His Father’s immutable, sovereign will? Jesus’ 

testimony to the will of God does not cease with His death. He continues to speak as the risen 

Lord. It is the glorified Christ that we hear speaking to us in the writings of the apostles. Before 

His death Jesus said there were many things of which He could not speak because the church 

was unable to bear them. But after the Spirit is poured out upon the church, Christ continues to 

speak. He gives witness to that which He hath seen and heard of God. You ask, “What more did 

He see and hear there?” Jesus testifies, first of all, that we were chosen in Him before the 

foundation of the world. Secondly, he declares that it was God’s purpose in election to make the 

ungodly holy and to be without blame. Thirdly, that we, who were not sons, might receive the 

adoption to be the children of God. All of which salvation is to the praise of the glory of Cod’s 

grace. No man may boast before God. And in the fourth place, Jesus testifies of God that it is 

God’s eternal purpose according to His good pleasure to “gather together in one all things in 

Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in Him” (Eph. 1:10). What God 

purposes will also certainly be realized, for He worketh all things after the counsel of His own 

will. Our God is not impotent to achieve His will and purpose. Our God doesn’t offer salvation; 

He saves! The Witness is the Christ of Scripture who mightily accomplishes all the Father’s will 

and purpose. 

A wonderful and amazing testimony Christ gives! Too wonderful for the flesh. A 

testimony only Christ could give, for He alone is the eternal Son of God, who hath seen and 

heard those things, which the eyes of mere men cannot see, and He hath heard the things which 

the ears of mere men cannot hear. 

 Jesus declared God to us (John 1:18). He declared God to be the sovereign God, who 

saves whom He wills to save and them alone. God loves and saves only those whom He chose in 

Christ, that is the testimony of the Witness. And the Father bears witness that the witness of His 

Son is true (John 5:37). 

This witness we as young people of the Protestant Reformed Church have been 

privileged to hear. A rare privilege in this day of apostasy. You consider it a privilege, don’t 

you? 

Do you believe the testimony of the witness? He that believeth in the Son hath 

everlasting life! A few believe by the power of God’s grace. All our believing is the expression 

of the life freely given. 

He that believes the testimony of the Witness is aware of the fact that Jesus speaks of 

him, when He says to God: “For I have given unto them the words which thou gavest me; and 

they have received them, and have known surely that I came out from thee, and they have 

believed that thou didst send me.” 
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