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Upon reading this title, the question may arise of what exactly is meant by “admonition.” 

According to Webster’s Seventh New Collegiate Dictionary, the meaning of admonition is “the 

counsel or warning against fault or oversight.” 

When we admonish a brother or sister in the Lord, we tell him to repent of a sin which he 

has committed. But when we come to this point we must be very, very careful. We must not go 

to that brother or sister in a "holier than thou” attitude and tell him bluntly, “Repent or be 

damned!” This kind of attitude will only make the brother bitter and harden him in his sin. After 

all, we are no better than our erring brother. In ourselves, we are all totally depraved and hell-

bound. Thank God for His grace and mercy towards us, His people, that He sent His only 

begotten Son, Christ Jesus, to die for us and remove our sins. 

We must go to our erring brother out of the love of Christ Jesus, as His ambassadors, and 

explain his sin to our brother alone, showing him why he must repent of the sin. When we go to 

that brother to admonish him for a sin known only to a limited number of people (a secret sin), 

we may not then go and spread the brother’s sin to the whole congregation. We call this kind of 

behavior “backbiting” or “wicked gossip,” and then we ourselves become guilty of a great sin 

and should be severely admonished for it. This backbiting does not build up the brother spirit-

ually, but rather tears his soul apart. Is it any wonder then if the brother does not repent but 

becomes very bitter and stubborn in his ways? 

Good will, eagerness, and Christian charity should be ever foremost as we seek to correct 

each other. 

When we admonish an erring brother, we should always desire a confession from him in 

private, so that the sin will not become public. An erring brother must still be admonished if he 

commits a public sin, a sin about which everyone knows, such as adultery, but it has to be 

reported so that the consistory may begin laboring with the brother in the hope that there will be 

repentance and confession. 

If repentance does not occur with the erring brother in regards to a secret sin, then we 

must take with us a witness to try to move our brother to repentance. If we have labored with a 

brother for a long time and repentance is still not achieved, then finally we must report both the 

sin and the brother to the consistory. It is then the consistory’s responsibility to labor further with 

the brother. 

In all of our admonishing, we must follow the principles found in Matthew 18 and we 

must pray that the brother will see his sin and repent. If as a result the brother does repent, there 

is definitely forgiveness from God, and so there must also be forgiveness from the brothers and 

sisters in the church. We must receive the brother back with all of the warmth and affection 

which the father in Jesus’ Parable of the Prodigal Son gave to his wayward son. Then there will 

be true harmony and peace, and the love of Jesus in the hearts of His people. 
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