
Pitfalls of Pride 
Donna Van Uffelen 

 

 

Pride. 

What is it and how is it expressed? How do others react to the quality of pride in a man? 

In the place of pride, what quality should we possess? 

We all know the definition of pride as “a high opinion of one’s own worth,” or “conceit.” 

This definition does not give us a very impressive idea of the term, does it? Yet, shown in 

different ways and in varying degrees, we all have a certain amount of pride in our souls. 

Because the exhibition of pride, or vanity, is considered to be in bad taste, many of us have 

found various ways to disguise it, even through a type of modesty which is merely a cover-up for 

feelings of superiority. Vanity can be shown in manner of dress, or the quality and number of 

accessories worn. It is a quality evident in those people who do not want to put out much effort 

for a particular type of work, yet they try to get into the public eye by doing a little “extra 

special” deed on the side line. Pride is also exhibited in a person who complains that life is bitter 

and he has always been treated badly by others, that if he had had a chance, a better opportunity 

or education, he might be worth something. 

Pride and vanity are shown in many ways, more in some than in others, but always as 

bitter enemies. It is difficult to put up with someone who cannot accept criticism, one who likes 

to make the accomplishments of another look like his own, and one who knows just how to make 

alibis for himself when he makes a mistake. Pride is a childish and immature thing which often 

has its roots in childhood when a child has parents who give him everything he wants and who 

boast about him to others. By doing this, parents lead their children into stumbling into the pit of 

pride, a pit out of which it is very difficult to climb. This pride also leads to injury. A proud 

person is often sensitive to what others think of him, he is easily hurt or offended; a vain man 

looks at life to find out what he can get out of it, rather than what contribution he can make to it. 

These expressions of pride sound quite familiar, don’t they? How many of us can say that 

we do not have a streak of pride in us? Some of us may be deeper in the pit than others, but who 

has not been there? And, how can we get out? 

In Luke 14, we read a parable which Jesus told to His disciples. Jesus was always  

teaching His disciples to be humble men, and here He tells them, and us, about the prayers of the 

Pharisee and the Publican. The Pharisee is the proud man who prays, “God, I thank thee that I 

am not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican. I fast twice a 

week. I give tithes of all that I possess.” And the Publican, in humility, smites himself on the 

breast saying, “God be merciful to me a sinner.” The lesson which is taught us here is in verse 

11, “everyone that exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be 

exalted.” 

The pathway to greatness is one of self-denial. The mark for true greatness which Jesus 

presents is “he that would be great, let him be your servant.” We must forget ourselves and 

submit ourselves humbly to God. We must strive for greatness in Christ’s Kingdom and these 

feelings of pride, vanity, and superiority will fade in the light of Him who is the meek and lowly 

One. 

True humility is a quality which is difficult to exercise; but, this humility is the tool that 

is required to climb out from the depths of pride. 

 



Originally Published in: 

Vol 33a No 6 November 1973 

 

 


