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Many a young couple goes into marriage not realizing the full responsibility of the 

relationship. They look at marriage and see roses and sunshine and all things good. 

What happens, then, when those young couples are faced with the question of having a 

child. Many say, we can’t afford one: our financial means are too small. We have house 

payments, and car payments, and electric bills, and gas bills and all other kinds of bills. These 

needs must be met before we can rear one child, much less more children. Others say, we aren’t 

psychologically able to have children: the husband or wife isn’t mature enough to have them. 

Still others say, if our families are as large as those of our parents we will soon push ourselves 

off the earth. There simply isn’t enough room for everyone to have six or more children. What 

will result is starvation and famine, sickness and disease. Crime will rise with the growing 

population. Overpopulation already is felt in many of the countries of the world. 

What must we say concerning birth control then? Shall we use it, because certainly the 

above arguments seem to be cause for worry? As Christians, ought not 

we to concern ourselves with such problems? I will attempt to answer these arguments for birth 

control from a Christian point of view, and show that these arguments are ill-based and grow out 

of a faith that has become dangerously dim; a faith that has grown so weak that birth control is 

the answer, not prayer and confidence that God will take care of our every need. 

People who claim that they cannot afford a baby because of an untold number of bills that 

must be paid may be very correct in saying so. They may have bills and a great number of them. 

Many may be hard to meet. Such people ought to ask themselves, where is my faith? How strong 

is it? When is my burden too heavy to bear? Who can answer these questions? Does not 

Scripture say, with Jesus speaking these words in Matthew 6:25-34: “Therefore I say unto you, 

take no thought for your life, what ye shall drink, nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on . . . 

Behold the fowl of air, for they sow not neither do they reap or gather into barns; yet your 

heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better than they? .... Wherefore if God so clothe 

the grass, which today is, and tomorrow is cast into the oven, shall He not 

much more clothe you, O ye of little faith? Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? 

or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed? . . . for your heavenly Father 

knoweth that ye have need of all these things . . .”? As Christians, we therefore must conclude 

that Scripture knows no language of: "I can’t afford a child.” When we talk in this manner it is a 

sign of a weak faith, a faith that has grown dim. 

People say we aren’t psychologically ready or mature enough to have children. How true 

it is, but very sad. One might wonder why. Today marriage is taken so lightly that one need not 

look far to see how true it is that a great number of young married couples aren’t mature enough 

to have children. Let us go one step further: What are they married for? How can they be married 

in the Lord and not desire to bring forth the covenant seed? If they aren’t mature enough to rear 

children they aren’t mature enough to be married. 

Concerning those who are worried about overpopulation, looking at it from a human 

point of view they have every right to be worried. The earth is only so big and isn’t getting any 

bigger but its population is going steadily upward. Starvation and malnutrition are growing. 

Crime is rising alarmingly. Again, what must we say about it? These things, my friend, are in the 

hand of God Almighty, He upholds all things that happen, even the rising population which 



causes us so much worry. Our concern is ill-founded when we can be assured that all things are 

governed by the Providence of God. God tells us that we shouldn’t worry about these things. He 

commands us to bring forth the covenant seed and raise them after the manner of our parents. 

Must we then condemn birth control unequivocally? No, but then we must be very 

careful in what circumstances we use birth control. I believe Scripture finds room for birth 

control when for medical reasons it is dangerous for our wives to bear children. Then too, we 

must be very careful with what we call medical reasons. 

Birth control, therefore, is a dangerous practice that has crept into our Christian circles. 

We must be very careful to detect when we use birth control; for selfish reasons and reasons 

which grow out of a weak faith are condemned by the Scriptures. And remember that it is a 

fearful thing to put our faith and trust in man’s reason and neglect the carefully planned counsel 

of God! 
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