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Dear Ammie, 

I have been reading about your frustrations and your painful predicament in the August-

September, 1972, issue of the Beacon Lights. 

You have a problem which many Christian boys and girls have had. I can remember there 

were times when I didn’t want to go to school either. It wasn’t always because I was afraid of the 

kids at the bus stop. I can’t remember that I was ever afraid of the kids at the bus stop, but I can 

remember the times when I was teased because I went to a Christian School. I was human 

enough to be sensitive. I wasn’t always very proud of my little school either. I can even 

remember the times that I was ashamed of the school to which I had to go. I was ashamed to be 

called a Christian. I still have to fight against that every day. That reminds me of the words of 

Christ. He said: 

“Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess also before 

my Father, which is in heaven.” Matthew 10:32. 

I didn’t think about this when I was a child nor was I able to understand everything when 

I was a child, Ammie. but I could understand the Bible, and I had Christian parents who could 

explain the meaning of my life to me, because they knew and understood the Bible. I know, 

Ammie, that you have covenant parents, and they understand the Bible and they can explain it to 

you. The apostle John says: “I write unto you little children, because ye have known the Father,” 

I John 2:13b. Jesus said: “Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this little child, the same 

is greatest in the kingdom of heaven,” Matthew 18:4. That’s the mystery of the kingdom of 

heaven. 

Ammie, men, women, and children of God have always had to suffer because of their 

faith. The Christian can almost always tell when he is on the wrong road. The road, which is easy 

and smooth, is one without sufferings. That’s not the right road for the Christian. The Apostle 

Paul tells us all: 

“And in nothing (be) terrified by your adversaries: . . . For unto you it is given in 

the behalf of Christ, not only to believe on him but also to suffer for his sake; . . .” 

Philippians 2:28-29. 

The Apostle Peter also was once very ashamed of Christ; he even denied Christ — not 

once, but three times. He tells the Christians of the early Church, and us too, some important 

things a Christian must know. 

“Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let him glorify 

God on this behalf,” I Peter 4:16.  

James, the brother of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, tells us something else about our 

life as Christian children, Christian young people, and Christian parents.  

“My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; knowing this, 

that the trying of your faith worketh patience,” James 1:2-3. 

The Holy Bible is our only rod and staff. It is light on our pathway in this sin darkened 

world. That Holy Bible will comfort and instruct you, as it has helped many Christian boys, girls, 

young men, young women, mothers, and fathers of the past. God will teach us in His Word, 

when we discover that life is not always filled with daisied fields. 

Because you have Covenant parents, you go to the Christian School. I think it’s a 



Protestant Reformed Christian School and therefore I suggest that you ask your 

teacher to sing Psalter No. 201 with you when you go to school tomorrow. I especially like these 

stanzas. You will too. 

The wicked grown wealthy, have comfort and peace, 

While I, daily chastened, see troubles increase, 

And, wronging God’s children, I cried in my pain, 

That clean hands are worthless and pure hearts are vain. 

I went to God’s temple: my doubts were dispelled, 

The end of life’s journey I clearly beheld; 

I saw in what peril ungodly men stand  

With sudden destruction and ruin at hand. 

As when one awaking forgetteth his dream, 

So God will despise them, though great they may seem; 

My envy was senseless, my grief was for nought. 

Because I was faithless and foolish my thought. 

God loveth the righteous and his goodness is sure. Our Covenant-keeping God, and 

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, our Covenant parents, and our Covenant teachers know the fears 

of Covenant children. They also teach the way to Covenant children. Jesus, our Saviour, knows 

best of all. Read Hebrews 12 sometime. 

Before I close, Ammie, I want you to know that I sympathize with you. I probably cannot 

experience all the turmoil that goes through your soul and heart, but I know there is One who 

does know, and who sympathizes in a way, that you cannot even completely understand, for He 

cares for you. 

“For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feelings of our 

infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. Let us 

therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and 

find grace to help in time of need.” Hebrews 4:15-16. 

A concerned Covenant teacher.  

The staff wishes to thank the author of this “Open Forum” article for her concern and 

willingness to make her remarks. The staff and authors are encouraged by the remarks of 

readers and we hope to hear from more of you in the future. 
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