
Watching Daily At My Gates 

The Song of Zion 

“A Psalter–Psalm Devotional of Praise to Our Sovereign Covenant God” 

July 1 Read Isaiah 29:18-24 

Psalm 22:26 In Matthew 5 we read that one of the characteristics of a citizen of the 

kingdom of heaven is meekness. We also read in Galatians 5 that meekness is one of 

the fruits of the Spirit. In today’s verse we read that the meek will be satisfied by God 

both physically and spiritually. He will care for their every need. The meek will be 

known because they praise Jehovah because they seek him. People of God, are you 

meek? Young people, if a character sketch were written about you, would meekness 

be one of your traits? Children, do you get along with your brothers and sisters? Did 

you fight today because you wanted your way? Meekness is a characteristic which 

needs to be cultivated. There is great blessedness in being meek. Pray to God for this 

precious fruit of the Spirit. Sing Psalter 48:4, 50:1, and 51:3. 

July 2 Read Matthew 28:16-20 

Psalm 22:27 The Jews of the Old Testament could not conceive of a church that 

encompassed all kinds of people. Sometime we as believers of the new dispensation 

have the same problem. But yet there are many evidences in both the Old and New 

Testament that the church of Jesus Christ is truly a catholic that is universal church. In 

the church triumphant are members from all places in the world. There are members 

of all skin colors. There will be many nations represented around the throne of God in 

heaven. But there will be one church. We sometimes forget this truth. We would like 

everyone in the church to look like us. Sometimes we are no better than the Pharisees 

of Jesus’ day. Let us remember our missionaries as we pray today. Let us remember 

those people of God who are in other lands. Let us pray that the gospel may be spread 

to all nations and realize by doing so that the day of the Lord draws closer and closer. 

Sing Psalter 48:5, 49:1 and 50:2. 

July 3 Read Revelations 4:1-11 

Psalm 22:28 The kingdom is the Lord’s and He is King. Is this our conception of 

heaven? Are we looking for the new Jerusalem in which God will reign and we will 

bow to His sovereign will? Or, are we looking just for an earthly utopia with out sin 

and its related troubles? This was the disciples’ conception of the kingdom even up 

until Christ’s ascension into heaven. As elect who have matured by much study of 



scripture, we, too, must realize that heaven’s glory will be found in God. We must be 

looking for that place in which God rules and we will enjoy that rule. It is hard for us 

who are earthly to conceive of this. Let us work at it by daily study of the Bible and 

by prayers that ask for help in this idea. Sing Psalter 48:6, 49:2, and 50:2. 

July 4 Read I Timothy 2:1-8 

Psalm 22:29 People of God, do you pray for the salvation of those elect who are 

governing you? The passage in I Timothy is often misrepresented as teaching that 

God wants all men saved. This is not so as can be easily demonstrated from other 

parts of scripture. Our verse for today tells us that God gathers His church from all 

parts of society as well as all nations which we saw two days ago. As we celebrate our 

country’s birthday, let us remember that among its leaders may be God’s people and 

we have a duty to pray for them. We must pray for government that it carry out the 

will of God. This, too, is fact. But we also must pray for the salvation of those in 

authority over us who belong to the church. Sing Psalter 48:74, 49:3, and 50:3. 

July 5 Read Psalm 22:23-31 

Psalm 22:30-31 These final two verses of this Psalm indicate another group of elect 

believers. This is the covenant seed which God graciously gives to the church. We 

sometimes use the term church latent to refer to those yet to be born. God’s covenant 

faithfulness is evident here. He is faithful to His church. Do we reflect this 

faithfulness as we make decisions in our lives? Do we make decisions in marriage that 

show we wish to bring forth covenant seed and pray for a quiver full? Do we work 

hard to give to all of our children the covenant education that God demands of us? We 

read in these verses that the covenant seed will come. Will it come from us or will 

God remove our candlestick from our midst and raise up another generation to serve 

Him. These are serious things, and God’s counsel will be done. Pray for the covenant 

seed that we have, and pray for future seed who will declare God’s righteousness. 

Sing Psalter 48:8, 49:3, and 50:3. 

July 6 Read Psalm 23 

Psalm 23:1 This familiar Psalm has comforted saints young and old from age to age. 

David undoubtedly composed this as he sat with his sheep on the hillsides near 

Bethlehem. Is his confession your confession? What a beautiful thing to know that 

because Jehovah is our shepherd, we will want nothing. Even the youngest of our 

children can understand these words. As we enter God’s house today, let us seek His 

word so that we truly can understand what it means to want nothing. Let us cast our 

every care upon Him because He careth for us in every situation in life. Teach the 



Psalm and its meaning to your families and they will walk in the green pastures all the 

days of their lives. Sing Psalter 52. 

July 7 Read Ezekiel 34:11-16 

Psalm 23:2 Yesterday we began our study of this familiar short Psalm. Today we 

wish to consider the idea of our Shepherd. Our Shepherd is heavenly meaning He has 

none of the frailties of earthly shepherds. We can count on Him to guide us in all 

ways. We can count on Him leading us in the places which are good for us. He will 

take us to the pastures which are lush with the good things for our spiritual lives. He 

will brings us to water which is good to drink; water which is living water. Are you 

following this shepherd? Are you staying on the paths marked out by His gracious 

care? Pray for the grace to do so and give thanks for the faithful shepherd that we 

have. Sing Psalter 53. 

July 8 Read Luke 15:1-7 

Psalm 23:3 In today’s passage we read that our Shepherd is a seeking shepherd. We 

see this in the third verse of Psalm 23 as well. Our Shepherd not only looks after our 

physical needs, he also cares for our souls. Satan wants our souls, you know. He will 

try anything to capture them. But our Shepherd is caring for us. The second part of the 

verse speaks about leading us on the paths of righteousness. People of God, are you 

content to be led upon these paths? Are you willing to forsake the paths of pleasure in 

order to walk upon our Shepherd’s carefully ordained paths? He does this for His 

name’s sake. He does this so that He will be glorified. But for us the benefit will be 

the eternal dwelling place He is preparing for us. Walk those paths with the comfort 

that they are good paths and for a good purpose. Sing Psalter 54. 

July 9 Read I Corinthians 15:51-58 

Psalm 23:4 Death is all around us. We are born beginning to die. There is much 

evidence in creation that the punishment for sin is death. But we as the people of God 

do not have to fear death. We may mourn the death of a loved one. We will feel the 

pain that his death brings to us. But we have no fear of the consequences to the soul 

after death. Even as we traverse this world and its reminders of death on every side, 

we need not fear. Our Shepherd is near us. He watches over us. He gives to us the 

comfort needed to bear the pain the death of a loved one brings us. He does this 

because He loves us. The death of believers is precious in His sight. This should give 

to us the confidence to live our lives completely to the glory of God knowing that 

afterward He will lead us into that glory that is His now. Sing Psalter 55. 

July 10 Read Joel 2:21-27 



Psalm 23:5 A sheep has many natural enemies. Some of them are the parasites which 

inhabit its body and slowly drain its life force from it. Some of them are predators 

who seek to kill the sheep for food. God’s people have enemies as well. Satan has his 

predators and parasites whose goal is the kill the sheep of God. Our Shepherd knows 

this very well. He has experienced all of the temptations known to man except sin and 

has conquered them for us. He will lead us through the battles. With His word in our 

hearts and mouths we can fight off sin and Satan and rule victoriously with Him in 

heaven. Fight against sin, young people. Do not give into Satan and his wiles. Look to 

your Shepherd who will help your in all troubles. “Without Him we can do nothing,” 

Sing Psalter 56. 

July 11 Read Psalm 23 

Psalm 23:6 We come to the victorious conclusion of this most comforting Psalm. Our 

Shepherd at the close of our lives or at the end of this world will lead us home to 

heaven. No matter what troubles caused us grief in this life, goodness and mercy will 

be ours in the life to come. We have this assurance now. That the victory is our is sure 

because of the death of Christ. Of this we have no reason to doubt! What a comfort it 

is to know this. Do not doubt that heaven is a real place. Do not doubt that we will 

spend eternity in the house of our God in covenant fellowship with Him and the 

Lamb. Rejoice in this, confess this, and above all put your trust in the Shepherd who 

knows His sheep and will not let one of them be plucked from His hand. Sing your 

favorite of Psalters 52-56 or all of them if you are so inclined. 

July 12 Read Psalm 24 

Psalm 24:1-2 Do you believe in God? Do you believe that He created the heavens and 

the earth? The first two verses of Psalm 24 state creation as a fact and not an option. 

There is no maybe about whose earth we live on and who made it. It is God’s, and all 

of it is God’s. What a comforting fact this is to the people of God. We have a God 

who is so mighty that He created the earth on which we live. He sustains it by His 

providence, and it continues to exist. A God that is this powerful and mighty can 

surely ordain our salvation and carry it out until the end. Never let Satan snatch this 

comfort from you, people of God. Hold on to this truth, and it will sustain you all the 

days of your lives. Sing Psalter 57:1 and 59:1. 

July 13 Read Matthew 5:1-12 

Psalm 24:3-4 Are you a citizen of the kingdom of heaven? Do you follow the rules of 

that kingdom? That is the thought of today’s verses. We read the passage commonly 

called the beatitudes. While sometimes they are held up as good guidelines for man, 

they are more than that. They are an expansion of the thoughts of Psalm 24:3-4. As 



you go or have gone about the day’s work, were your hands clean and your hearts 

pure? Will God judge you as worthy of appearing at His holy hill? Have you 

determined to use only pure words in your business or play? If so then God will give 

you an audience in His holy place. How is this possible? Not by our works as we 

know that they are nothing but filthy rags. It is possible only by faith in Him who 

made heaven and earth. Sing Psalter 57:2 and 59:2. 

July 14 Read Ephesians 2:1-10 

Psalm 24:5 In the meditation for the first verses of this Psalm I alluded to the fact that 

the creator God is also the God of our salvation. This is more fully brought out in 

today’s verse. First of all we must see that verse 5 is a conclusion of yesterday’s 

thoughts. The man of clean hands and pure heart will receive a blessing from the 

Lord. That blessing is nothing less than salvation. Notice that this salvation is not 

earned, but it is received. This salvation can only be found from God. The passage in 

Ephesians made this abundantly clear. What a benefit it is to have clean hands and 

pure heart. Pray to God for the grace to have these things and live the life of the true 

citizen of the kingdom. Sing Psalter 57:3. 

July 15 Read Isaiah 55 

Psalm 24:6 Young people, is it said of you that you are the generation that seeks after 

God? Do you look for the face of God daily and hourly? This is an important concept. 

Parents, you can not begin at too early an age to teach your children about seeking the 

Lord. This seeking is not a prerequisite to election, but rather this seeking is the walk 

of sanctification and gratitude for salvation. Young people, as you look for 

entertainment, is it entertainment that seeks the glory of God? As you look for a 

husband or wife, will he or she be someone who will seek Jehovah with you? To do 

anything less is not seeking the God of Psalm 24. As we read in Isaiah 55 seeking 

Jehovah has beautiful benefits. Let us seek Him with our whole being. Sing Psalter 

59:3. 

 


