
Facebook 

Facebook? Yes, Facebook. This 77-year-old great-grandfather has a page on 

Facebook. And he’s a preacher, besides. Facebook is no longer only for children and 

young people. 

One discovers that there are many useful ways to profit from this Web program. 

Pictures can be made available to any who wish to see them. One can post information 

of various sorts that all can read—and, if one wishes, the people who read, are able to 

post their answers or arguments. It is a tool of communication such as has never been 

available before the invention of computers and the internet. On Facebook, groups 

have been formed which are limited to family members; others, of all church members 

of a congregation; others, of entire denominations. Communication is limited then 

between members of a group. However, anyone within any group can copy what has 

been written, and pass it on to others outside of the group. More often the “pages” are 

open to all who wish to read and contribute to them. 

In spite of the advantages of this means of communication, a warning must also be 

sounded. That was impressed upon me last week (week of Sept. 13). I heard the 

warning given by President Barak Obama, our president, to school age children. He 

reminded them that what they post on one of these Web programs, including 

Facebook, will likely remain available forever. Prospective employers in the future 

might check out by name an individual applying for a job. The prospective employer 

might much later discover foolish and indiscreet writings which would disqualify him 

from a job. Politicians as well as criminals have discovered that their e-mails or other 

Web postings can be uncovered to incriminate or condemn them—leading even to 

prison. His instruction: be careful what you write or what pictures you might be 

inclined to show. That same week a similar warning was given in an editorial of 

the Grand Rapids Press. 

There are at least three Facebook pages identified as “Protestant Reformed.” 

Protestant Reformed church members can write or debate issues on these pages. But 

some of the debate on discipline/doctrine is disappointing to say the least. 

But need a Christian who is Protestant Reformed have any warnings concerning the 

abuse of what is in many ways a wonderful invention? I am convinced that some 

guidelines must be followed. There are, of course, many innocuous statements 

expressed which are a waste of time in their posting and a waste of time for any who 

reads them (something like: “Guess what: I’m wearing my old blue jeans today.” 

Well, wonderful—but who cares?). There might be opportunities to discuss properly 



various issues of interest and concern. And one can do that with members of the 

denomination across the nation. Others, world-wide, can join in as well. 

But in discussing certain subjects, especially those of a disciplinary character or 

disagreements on the Creeds or Church Order of the denomination, one must carefully 

consider whether the contributions are not in violation of Scriptural or confessional 

truths: 

1) One must be sure that what he writes does not promote schism in the church. 

According to the form for the Lord’s Supper, such a one is admonished that he ought 

not to partake of the Lord’s Supper. 

2) The Reformed Creeds (Three Forms of Unity) and the minor creeds (baptism, etc.) 

mark the difference between what is “Reformed” and what is not. Creeds are not 

infallible, but they remain binding in the church that is called “Reformed.” They are 

binding on all members until or unless the Synod changes them (according to the rules 

in the Church Order). These express what Reformed churches are convinced are the 

teachings of Scripture. One does not deliberately deny or ignore these creeds—as long 

as he is “Reformed.” Whatever he writes, must agree with that. 

3) The “constitution” of Reformed churches is their “Church Order.” The Church 

Order is not merely “advice,” but is likewise binding on the churches and must be 

honored and followed until such time as Synod decides to change this. One must 

reflect this in his writing as well. 

4) One must not backbite, slander, nor lie about brethren in his writing (cf. the ninth 

commandment). 

5) One must respect and honor those who have the rule over you (Heb. 13:17 and the 

fifth command). One must post nothing in disobedience to that command. 

6) What is written must meet Scripture’s demand to love one another. 

But, one other matter remains very troubling. What about Christ’s instruction in 

Matthew 18:15-18? That treats of “private” sins. The principle Christ emphasizes is 

that in treating real or imagined sins, the Christian makes every effort to keep this as 

private as possible. Our churches treat “open” or “public” sins according to this 

principle (see Church Order, Art. 76-77). 

On “Facebook” one has the opportunity to broadcast over the whole world what one 

considers to be the “sins” of others—or the sins of the denomination as a whole. 

Those inside as well as outside of the denomination can “make their own judgment.” 

Some outside of the denomination have been reading what has been written—and 

have joined also in making comments. We must abide by Scripture and follow 



Christ’s instruction. This is stated not to stifle proper discussion, but to conduct it 

within the confines of Scripture, the Creeds, and our Church Order. 

Some cautionary remarks have been posted on the Facebook site as well—one striking 

statement comes from an individual living beyond easy traveling distance to any of 

our churches. He has listened for years to Protestant Reformed sermons on the Web 

and followed the activities of the churches. This all makes his statement more 

poignant: 

For those of you who are considering departure from the PRCA because of this very 

difficult issue, I hope that you will take the time that you need to become refreshed, 

and be thankful for the sound, biblical doctrine, the precious treasure that your 

standard bearer, the PRCA, protects and defends for the glory of almighty God alone. 

I am an outsider, looking in, and, as an outsider, I know how difficult it is to find a 

church, not to mention a united denomination that truly represents the revealed will of 

almighty God, even at the personal expense of its members. I know of no other 

denomination of churches where I could find such a thoroughly biblical position on 

the unconditional covenant, such an historic view of Genesis on creation, and such a 

godly and unselfish representation of marriage, divorce, and remarriage. 

 


