














ministry to the students’ physical and spiritual needs.

The author’s life of service changed drastically
when they were able to adopt children. In total,
they successfully adopted four children. In addition,
they faced one disrupted adoption, an event that
caused much sorrow in the family’s life. The author
recounts the story of each adoption and the impact
on her life of having children. She now spends her
days homeschooling them. The author describes
the many the joys she has in serving her family and
instructing her children. Her family now lives in North
Carolina, where her husband is pastor of a Reformed
Presbyterian church.

While Secret Thoughts of an Unlikely Convert
is a memoir that chronicles the work of God in an
individual’s life, the author makes constant effort
to make sure her testimony is not simply a “how-
shocking-was-my-sin-before-I-met-the-Lord story”
by faithfully describing the believer’s daily struggle
against sin.

This book is extremely thought provoking, es-
pecially with regard to two aspects of the Christian
life: our view of homosexuality and personal evan-
gelism. The author of this book is a living testimony
of God’s grace to sinners. Just as Christ called Saul

on the road to Damascus and the malefactor on
the cross to believe in him, so too he gives faith to
those entrenched in the most heinous sins. Do we
sometimes view homosexuals, especially in the way
we talk, as having committed an unforgivable sin?
Have any of us tried to share the good news of the
gospel with a gay or lesbian individual?2 And what
about our personal evangelism? Would we ever in-
vite a homosexual into our home with the purpose
of showing him or her the peace and comfort we
have as believers?

Secret Thoughts of an Unlikely Convert provides
a powerful testimony of God’s irresistible grace and
his power to save sinners. The book is well written
and provides the reader with a tremendous amount
of food for thought. | highly recommend this book
and | encourage you to read it slowly, taking time
to meditate on many different points that the author
addresses. Certainly this will make a great book for
any discussion groups. This book provides a great
opportunity to think deeply about certain aspects of
the Christian faith as well as the sovereignty of God
in salvation of his people.

Matt is a member of the Beacon Lights staff and attends
Faith Protestant Reformed Church in Jenison, Michigan.
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Kids’ Page

The Generous Father (2)

Abby yanked the weed out of the garden, nearly
taking the baby cornstalk along with it. She glared
over at her brother Matt. He and Dad were weeding
the other side of the garden as if nothing was wrong.

She couldn’t believe it. Matt had wasted his
whole month's allowance, but he wasn’t getting pun-
ished for it. She would never do anything like that.
She always saved her money for the collection plate
at church and put more than Matt ever did into the
bank. She had spent weeks helping her dad in the
garden like a good girl when Matt was off having
fun. What did she get for being so good? Nothing!

She threw the weed onto the ground and
stomped away. She was sick of this. She might as
well not help at all. When she was away from the
garden, she plopped onto the grass underneath a
tree and crossed her arms. Let Dad and Matt weed
the garden. They didn’t want her anyway.

A moment later, her dad eased to the ground
beside her. “What's wrong, Abby2”

Abby hugged her knees and turned her back to
her dad. “You didnt punish Matt.”

“His guilt and my disappointment was punish-
ment enough. He learned his lesson,” her dad said.
“And, it isn't your business to see that he is punished.
That is between me and him.”

“But you'd punish me if | did something like
that.” Abby crossed her arms tighter as if she could
strangle her anger with her arms. “It's not fair. Why
do | have to work so much harder than he does?”

"UTTLE LIGHTS"

w lot it chine !

Her dad shifted so that he was now kneeling in
front of her. “You have always been more responsi-
ble, so | expect more out of you. That doesn’t mean |
love you any less. You are my daughter. My love does
not have to be earned by working hard. You already
have it.” Her dad leaned forward and hugged her.
“l want you to work hard because you love me, not
because you feel you need to earn my love.”

Abby nodded and hugged her dad back.

QUESTIONS TO THINK ABOUT:

1. Read Luke 15:11-32 by yourself or with your
parents. How was Abby like the older brother in the
story? Are you ever like Abby?

2. Both the older brother and Abby had to be re-
minded that their fathers’ love was freely given, not
earned through hard work. How does this remind
us of how God loves us?

FILL IN THE BLANKS IN THE BELOW VERSES:

Psalm 103:13. “Like @ pitieth his

, so the pitieth them that

n

him.

Ephesians 2:8-9.“For by are ye saved

through ; and that not of yourselves: it
is the of God. Not of , lest
any should S

Tricia is a member of Byron Center Protestant Reformed
Church in Byron Center, Michigan.
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Church News

BAPTISMS

“But the mercy of the Loro is from everlasting to everlasting upon them that

fear him, and his righteousness unto children’s children.” Psalm 103:17

The sacrament of holy baptism was administered to:

Kyle John, son of Mr. & Mrs. Aaron & Bobbi Regnerus—Crete, IL

Savannah Jo, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Brian & Amber Lenting—Crete, 1L

Margaret Mae, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Chad & Jill Rus—rFaith, MI

Chase David Alan, son of Mr. & Mrs. Jared & Susan Dekker—Georgetown, MI

Lucy Louise, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Dave & Gina Van Den Top—Grace, MI

Cody John, son of Mr. & Mrs. Derek & Lydia Kuiper—Grandville, MI

Anna Elisabeth, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. James & Meri De Zwarte—Holland,
M

Dakota Wayne, son of Mr. & Mrs. Wayne & Brenda Bleyenberg—Hope, MI

Oliver Seth, son of Mr. & Mrs. Andrew & Maria Wierenga—Immanuel,
Lacombe, CAN

Bradley Grant, son of Mr. & Mrs. Darren & Karyn Solanyk—Loveland, CO

Caleb Michael, son of Mr. & Mrs. Todd & Vonda Kaptein—Providence, Ml

Lacey Ann, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Keith & Melissa Gritters—Providence, MI

Joshua Lee, son of Mr. & Mrs. Ed & Jess VanDyke—Randolph, WI

CONFESSIONS OF FAITH

“In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.”
Proverbs 3:6

Public confession of faith in our Lord Jesus Christ was made by:
Joel Langerak—Hope, MI

Matthew Streyle—Hope, MI

Bruce Feenstra—Redlands, CA

Thys Feenstra—Redlands, CA

Carisa Meelker—Redlands, CA

Kalysta DeKraker—Southwest, MI

Jared Pastoor—Southwest, Ml

MARRIAGES

“For this God is our God forever and ever: he will be our guide even unto
death.” Psalm 48:14

Mr. Robert Birkett and Miss Katie Oostra—Crete, IL

Mr. Derek Bleyenberg and Miss Lynette Kleyn—=Grace, Ml

Mr. Tyler Kamps and Miss Bethany Walcott—Grace, MI

Mr. Chad Looyenga and Miss Ashley Johnson—Grandville, MI

Mr. & Mrs. Jordan DeBoer—-Hull, A

Mr. Kevin Warner and Miss Danielle Burgers—Hull, 1A

Mr. Joshua Mulder and Miss Megan Zylstra—Immanuel, Lacombe, CAN
Mr. Benjamin Laning and Miss Rebecca Feenstra—TLoveland, (O

Mr. Richard Van Den Top and Miss Joanna DeJong——Peace, IL

Mr. Grant Feenstra and Miss Kyra Zolan—-Redlands, CA



