
Trials in the 21st Century 

 The world today is a hustle and bustle of business and appointments. People are 

flocking to cities, each person with a task that needs to be done. Society is becoming more and 

more demanding, as is apparent in the increasing advances in technology. People want 

everything done yesterday, and this leads to a rapid-paced civilization. But all these 

advancements, especially in technology, distract Christians from the true purpose in life: to 

serve God. Young people need to be aware of the trials that are present in the 21st century, 

especially through the Internet, social networking, and texting. 

 The Internet, recently invented in the late 20th century, has been a tremendous resource 

for all of society. Today everything revolves around the Internet. People can shop, bank, or find 

ways how to do things. It is a center of information, a center of business, and a means of 

communication. Without the Internet, the world would shut down. But for how helpful the 

Internet can be, it lies as a demon ready to strike. The temptations are countless. With only the 

click of a mouse, a person can look up whatever he desires without anyone knowing. The 

history can be cleared, and no one will ever know.  

Today, even smart phones can be used to browse the Internet, making it mobile and 

very secretive. But God is ever-present and all-knowing. He knows everything that every man in 

this world does. This demon tempts us all, and as young Christians we are especially vulnerable 

because of our sinful nature and desires. We need to discipline ourselves.  

 However, it is not only what we can look up on the Internet that is a sin, it is also what 

we can say on the Internet. Social networking has greatly expanded over the last few years as 

new sites and accounts have been introduced. Sites such as Facebook and Twitter have 

exploded through this increase in social networking. They have become a center of socialization 

and posting. People are able to express their ideas and feelings for everyone to see. This may 

seem to be a benefit and resource, but it is too often abused. People post things that are 

inappropriate or should not be shared for the world to see, and this can lead to gossip. People 

can post things about others, criticizing or tormenting others without even seeing them. Cyber-

bullying is so easy for anyone to do because they do not need to see the emotions of the 

person, and they can say it behind a screen. This is a great challenge for Christians because we 
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are called by God to love our neighbor, not slander him. We need to be aware of this love for 

our neighbor every time we log into our Facebook or Twitter account. 

 Not only is slandering a danger with these sites, but they also portray ourselves to the 

world. Posting things on our page or timeline creates an image of the type of person that we 

are. Anyone can view what we write because it is posted on the Internet. We give the world a 

chance to ridicule us as Christians because of the things we may post or like. Often we will post 

something that may not be appropriate, such as a picture or saying. It can be done so easily. All 

it takes is the click of a mouse. But the world is watching and ready to point out any of our 

faults. They want a chance to mock God by the way we act, for we call ourselves Christians. We 

are called by God to be a witness to the world and we must remember this every time we go 

online. 

 Texting is another technological advancement that has expanded over the past few 

years. Almost every one of us has our own phone. Today even young children are given their 

own phones. This may not seem like a big deal, but it is a temptation. By texting, we can say 

things to others that we would never say in person. The whole aspect of face-to-face 

communication is lacking. We no longer have fellowship with fellow Christians around us. We 

would rather type our feelings to one another. We need to be aware of this because as 

Christians we need to have fellowship with each other and love one another. That is what God 

calls us to do in his word. 

 Though the Internet, social networking, and texting can be useful resources, they can 

also be abused. We as Christians need to be especially aware of this and the temptations that 

they pose. We must do all things to God’s glory. That is our calling. 

 

 


