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BEHOLD! 
Bcl~old! Bcliold the crosh of Golgotha. 

e~iipty on its barren hill. Reliold tlie weep- 
ing people, their Hope is clc;~tl in all that 
\vast[-land. I3c*l1olcl t l ~ e  mocking wlcliers, 
quiet now in the csr:~ptinc.;.s of victory. 
Reholtl the women at thc \r~i.ll, the mcn at 
their labors, t l ~ c *  chiltlrcn at play. Bchold 
thr111; they cr~tcifiecl onr Lortl. 

Bel~old tlie fnithfr~l preachrr, exportnding 
the \\'orcl of Cod. Hchold t l ~ c .  Ch~trcli-folk 
lhtening with concern. Behold thc innocent 
cliiltl sleeping on liis mother'\ knee. Be- 
holtl them: tl~cy crr~cpified our Lortl. I3chold 
the cross of Golgotha; scc that cross in 
the f,lther-head of Adam; knot\? that it is 
for you, the coveni~~~t-clliltl that oclr Lord 
has tlit.tl. Bellold thc cross, rcmernl~er, and 
believe! 

Tht.11 turn, I~chold t l~c  emply toml]! Be- 
holcl the soldiers, running through the trees 
in fear and consternation. Behold the 
woman conic:, lol~cly, se;uvlii~~g, afraid. 
Behold the angcl of tlie Lortl, and I>eliolcl 
the Christ, risen! Belioltl, rememl>er, hi.lieve! 

Bt.lrold the, \vorlil, ~nockil~g, rclx~king, 
and pcrsecutiug. Bellold the child of God, 
questioning, searching, fearing. Bcliold the 
Chriat y~iclurg, reilsstlring, conlforting. Be- 
hold, remember, belicve! 

It has not been many \\reeks since the 
searing cold ol win1r:r cnvelollecl the land. 
It secmed, then, &:it there could never 
have been i~ny  spring. The thought of 
deatli was 1111-pervasive, i111tl reprcssing. 
The wintcr of death, \vhich holds hi its p C h  
the proniisc of life, is a picture of the winter 
that was Calvary, whcn victory was won in 
the palm of deatli. Just as spring could 
not come without the cold of winter, just 
as the flowcr of d ~ e  tulip will not bloom 
without the cold of frost, so death coulcl 
not be conquered outside of tleath, nor life 
won 1111tside of the passing thro~~gli dc:ctl:. 

Tlicrc are ti111es in the life of the sincere 
Cllristian when his spiritual life srrnis to 
be in thr calvary of \\'inter's dead-I. It ap- 
pears ;IS tl~ougll tlierc is no life in him, no 
hope, no futrlri*. He cannot find liis God, 

in lht. Lortl. Yet, even in the throes of 
Glvary the Light of God shone; even in the 
throes of winter, spring sinps. Beholtl the 
yello\ving \villo\vu al1111g the river hank, the 
tracks of thc rabbits through the deep 
\r.wds, the tiny sno\s7 Reas rejoicing in the 
first wurnlth of \vintcr's sun. Beholtl the 
Christ, swallo\ved up in physical death, yet 
with Ilis Spirit in the loving hands of the 
Father. Bel~oltl Golgotha, and scc in Colgtr 
tha, the en~pty tomb. 

Behold the cmpty tomb. Hear the words 
of t l ~ c  angel: "IIe is not herc He is risen, 
e\.en ;IS He s::id!" Conw ye childrer~ of the 
Covcn;lnt! Come, see the place wherc the 
Lord 1;1y, for Ile is risen, risen froti: the 
dead! Behold! Ren~e~nber! Believc! Now, 
look around yon. Can you not see the empty 
tomb? Can you not see dcatli s\\,allou~rd 
up in life? Look around you. The dry dead 
l>ulb yon planted last fall is no\\- a bowing, 
gracefl~l tulip. The tribes \r,liich lookrrl likc 
no more than bunches of dead hvigs are 
meen and yellow \\,it11 bursting lifc. Thc 
strea~~ls have ceased their frigid gurglings. 
and arc babbling with joy. It  is the season 
of quickening. Come, see the place where 
the Lord lay. See dcntli swi~llowecl u p  in 
victory, ,and seeing, l>elieve! 

Let not your soul be troubled in the 
mes1ic.s of spiritual bilrreness. Do r~ot 1)e 
blindctl by the &at11 which is this life. 
Cease your vain stn~gglings to find God 
yor~nelves. Re~nove thc film of despcri~tiou 
wl~ich is this \vorld and beholtl the empty 
tomb. Behold, remember, believe! 

It is the sc:~son of q~lickening. Easter and 
all the frills the \vorld attaches to it will 
soon be here. Let us not forget the death 
and rcs~rrrertion of our Lord in the folly of 
this world. 

Death was swallo\ved up in victory on 
that lonely cross, the po\\-er of the victory 
was shotvn in the cmpty tomb. The rcaliza- 
tion of tllat victory is living in each child 
of God, for we arc not dead in bin, br~t 
alive unto Christ. \Ire shall not die the 
eternal death of hell, but live eternally ui 

nor  ray to IIirn. It is as thot~gl~ the tlie glory and glorific;rtion of tlre Al~niglrty. 
heavcns were coverctl \\fit11 an irnpcrrckable Bellold thc cross of Calv;iry, remcniber 
brass shield. Ile has lost his hope and trust \\%o tlied there; do not forget why He died. 
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13eholtl the empty tomb. Rcn~c~nber U'ho reig115 ;IS your representative I~efore God's 
arose tlrere; do not forget why Ile arose. thro~lc.. 

Bclicve that Christ clietl for your sins, Behold! Remember! Belicsve! turrl LIVE! 
that IIC arose for your justificz~tion, that He C.R. 

FEATURE 

"Do W e  Need Our Christian Schools?" 
KEN KUIPER 

This I I I ~ I Y  seem like all old c111rstiort Lo a 
lot of our reaclcrs. It is no wonder that it 
\voultl. After all, \ve I~iivc. I~een brought 
up \vith the idea of Cbristizin education 
l~llllt led into our heads fronr the pulpit and 
also in the Standard Recrrcr. Yet someti~nes 
we as young people tlonht the renl neces- 
sity of our o\vn - \ ,en espcnsive, I might 
adtl - Christian schools. So~nc.tinres we fecl 
tltilt perhaps our ministers itrc ovcr-em- 
pllnsizing thr role of the scllool in~tl gen- 
erillly being a little too tough on puhlic 
ctluc;~tion. Sometimes \ve feel that educa- 
tion is outside the churcll's sphere of in- 
fluence just as the state is. And it is for 
that rexsor~ that I -as a q~~estior~inp young 
intlividnal - am writing this pitper. 

1 \vctnld like to begin liy cluoting ii very 
fa~rliliar Psalter number, takc~r Fro111 l'salm 
119. 

"lloro shall the youtrg direct their rcoy? 
\\'hat light shall be their 11erfect guide? 
Tlly tcord, 0 Lord, will safely lead, 
If i r ~  its wisdom t l~ey confide." 

This psalm contains the most irrtportant 
thing that \re IIIILS~ rralizc wltcn dealiu~g 
with religious education. Tl~;tt is ,  "thc foilr 
of the Lord is the beginning of \visdom." 
Sincc education is a search for wisdom, we 
~nnst begin with the fear of the Lord. 

All parents vow when their children are 
1);tptized in our ch~irclres to see that they 
;ire 1)ronght up  in the doctrine of t l ~ c  Olcl 
;cncl Xe\v Testaments to the Ilcst of tl~eir 
iil~ility. nr is  means, first of it11 tlritt c-duca- 
tion 1n11st begin in the home. 

l ' l~c home is probably the moht inlportant 
1111it of govcnuneut and instruction there is. 
If the I~otrle is corrupt, ed~~cation facilities, 
conring under the preaclling, and other out- 
side influrnces \Fill vrr). likely bc ineffective. 
Tlrc I~olne is the irnport;~nt thing. T l ~ r  home 
1111lst hc. an expression of Christianity - \vith 

Clrristiitn parents taking t l ~ c  ti~nc to instruct 
their ~u~vclnant seed in the \v;~y of tn~th.  

I j rca~~se the home is so i~nportant to 
Cltristiitnity, the honre must rc~nain pure. 
This is very dSicult in the tvorld of tod;~y 
to si~y thc least. Many of otlr Ilon~r..\ have 
it  tlircct link with the worltl occ~~pyine a 
co~nmiuncling place in our living-roonls or 
II(*II \  or  rec-rooms. I an1 r c f c ~ ~ i ~ ~ g  of c o n r ~  
to Iltc one-eyed n~onster, thc tc.lc!vision set. 
'I'l~c T.V. is one instnnnent wllich can often 
nullify the \vork of parents to teach their 
chiltlrcn the truth - especi.rlly tod.~y. Tl~ere 
is \o little on T.V. that is a~orth\vhile! \lost 
of it is tlircvt appeal to our sensu;d instincts. 
And sr~~netimes we may si~y. "Oh, hut 
Iolunny knows what to rejrct - hc knows 
wl~i~t's right and what's \t*ro~~g!" Hr~t when 
sm;11l children grow I I ~  with n tele\risior~ 
spewing forth the \vorlcl's cloatlly poison con- 
stnntly, the effects can creep in. But 1 have 
tlrvintcd from my topic. 

I think we a p e e  that the horne is the 
primilry place of instruction. And this is 
why 1ir:tny people say that Christian schooL 
arc ullneccssary. "I call tei~ch I I I Y  son the 
doctri~rc. ;it home and he will I)e a \vitness 
at school of the Christi:~nity we love.'' It 
souncls vcry noble. I must :r~l~nit. But the 
problem is that the children are at school 
;I Ii~rge portion of the day ant1 what you can 
teach them at night can not offset the ideas 
tlrcy ~nold in school. For cl~iltlren are very 
i~n~ressionnhle people, itntl the public 
schooIs are uot neutral, b t ~ t  sct forth ideas 
wl~ich go along with tlrc ~)lrilosol~hics of the 
tin1c.s i~nd not Christian prirlcil~lcs. 

This is \vhy it is so irnport;~~lt that wci 

ilrc a l~ le  to send our c1riltlrc.11 to schools 
wlrcrc we kno\v the teacher is a saint, 
teaching in a Christian school becar~se he 
is ~notivated by a desire to instill in our 

a proper sense of tlicir relationship 
\\,it11 God and their fellow mcn. 
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110 we need Cl~ristian high scliooL then? 
Isn't ten vears of Cllristiat~ education 
cno~~gh?  The ans\rrers to those cluestions are 
Tcs! ant1 No! in that order. I-Iigh school 
stttdents ilre at tlie agc whcrc. they r e d y  
hvgin to dig tlceply into life rulcl it is very 
it~~portant that they are able to ask Inore 
ntitture Christians for their :tlls\\rers. In 
Christian school, young adults are taught to 
look in Holy Scripture for the answers. In 
the public schools, the answers must be 
found thru the use of logic and reason- 
not reliarlee or1 God, l ~ u t  reliitt~ce on Inan 
ant1 man's intellect. 

Now, so far 1  nus st admit 1 souncl ex- 
;iCtly like the nii~listcrs that we havc heard 
explain \vhy Christian education i.; im- 
portant, i.c.., 1. Our parents vowed to in- 
strt~ct us to the Ilcst of tlieir i11)ility in the 
Truth. 2. Tlic home is the principal place 
of i~lrtntction. 3. Thc Christi.un school is an 
'\tensior~ of the home. 4. The pl~blic school 
teaches ii rationnlidc, rton-Cliri\tian philos- 
nl,l~y clatnaging to our yol~th. 5. Thv Chris- 
tian school, on thc other hi~ntl, preserves 
tl~c. idea that wc. rely on Scripture fur our 
srrlse of values. Tliesr~ things wc havt. all 
hcitrd. But I am ;I student, and students are 
kno\vn to he n.lt11ral skeptics. I must con- 
cede that I felt thc whole thing w;~s a 
littlc over-done. After all. only a s~nall 
portion of Chrisli:ins mi~intain day-scl~ools. 
Noti~bly, the Christian Refomlcd, and the 
Protestant Heforti~cd Clir~rches. 

So now we r n ~ ~ s t  ask ourselves if Chris- 
tian schooLs arc really worth tilt: price we 
have to pay for them? Coulcl we nttc!ncl 
pu1,lic institutiorls and still co~lle out all 
right? There \<,as a t h e  when I could have 
a~~s\veretl those cl~testions "h1ayl)c not," and 
"Yes, I think so" in that ortlcr. But no 
longcr. You see. I riow go to a public 
institution of so-ullled higher education. I 
was appalled at what I encountered. 

I \r,ould like to give n sa~~ll>liug o f  the 
things I hiive actually heard. 111 my Ettglish 
cli~ss -where my teacher was of a Baptist 
back~ountl ,  but llacl 1,c:comc: clisco~ltcnt 
with Christianity, I liste~~rcl as Cl~ristinnity 
was crluatctl with Isli~m, Buddhisn~, Shinto- 
ism, Conf~~cinnis~l~. Ilincluism, Ilmlirni~t~isrr~, 
ant1 Silil~is~nl We wcrc told outright that 
all religions wcrc the s;rme -only the syni- 
I~ols differctit, i~ncl tllrrcforc the- important 
thing \%is to helicvrt in some set of sym- 

bols whatever they \\.ere. But John Icavcs 
no room for that kind of philosophy when 
he says in his first epistle, chapter two, 
verse hventy-hvo, "\\'ho is the liar but he 
tvho denies that Jesus is the Christ?" 

Ln my biology cli~ss I \ws toltl that the 
only possible vieuf of the \vorld is ~nechitn- 
istic -that is, entircly ~ ' i t l ~ o u t  the S I I ~ ( ~ ~ -  

natural. Quoting from my testbook, "If ot~t-  
comes of nat~trnl ev1.nt.s \ \we pre-ordainc~cl, 
then changes in conditions could not affect 
the outconies. But since preordination docs 
not exist in n;ttnre, it is rrroneolts to say 
that nature exists for ;I certain p~uposc." This 
is of caurse, contrary to any scriptural i~p-  
proacli to nature. 

Sly political science class heard the pro- 
fessor telling 11s - "If you feel the war in 
Vietnam is wrong - protest it! Resist the 
draft, change the scltools, and dcr~~;und your 
rights!" Ccrt;iinly al~eli ;I 1,reeclin~ of tlis- 
revpect for al~thority I>)- our public educii- 
tional system is responsible for niuch of the 
unrest of ollr campuses now. 

Let me quote something my English 
professor said to tne last se~nester. He knew 
nil- religion 1,ecausc I often wrotc of it in 
111)' colnpositions. "Ken," he said, "you \\.ill 
find th;it as yo11 progress in your e t l t~c  '1 t ' 1011, 

you will more and more reject the super- 
natural. For an educated person to accept 
supernatural c.vents ;IS recorded in the Bil~le 
is a ver). rare thing. You win realize that 
scholars can not accept such vie\vs!" Believe 
me, that shnkcs one up! 

I could go on . . . perhaps telling you of 
Slr. B. who said to our class that we were 
"dl part and parcel of God. If you love 
something, that's God. If you care for life, 
that's Cod . . ." But T feel that I have made 
my point. The public school system leads 
to a denial of the supernatural and of the 
values dear to Christians. 

I feel no\v -more than I ever did when 
I attentled our own schools - that they :Ire 
indeed very important. They are worth the 
price we are paying. They are worth n~uch 
tnore. I feel that Cl1risti:ln education is 
vital to the proper bringing up of our youth 
-as an estension of the Christian honic. 

I 11ega11 this article by qrlotiug Scripture 
-so also \vould I like to end it. This tinle 
quoting Proverbs 42:6 - "Train up a chiltl 
in the nr:iy IIC' shoultl go, r\nd when hc is 
old. he shall not depart from it." 
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CRITIQUE ' 
AGATHA LUBBERS 

ARNOLD J. TOYNBEE: A N  INTRODUCTION, ANALYSIS, AND EVALUATION 

One of the greatest of t l ~ r  t\vcntirtl~ cm- Ep;~minonclas' and Phi1opoemc.n' ,~nd \v:s 
t u ~  philosophers and interpreters of history listvning to the talk in t l ~ c  villajic. cafes. he 
was .Arnoltl J. Toknbee. Spender (1880- 1c;trnrd for the &st time of the existence 
1936). the German philosopher who taught of n forcign policy of the Uritish statesn1;tn. 
in his hook. Tlw Declini. of tllc. \17cc.t, that Sir Ed\vard Gray. \Vhen \Vorld \Var I 
ever?. culture pasea through ;I life cycle began, 'l'oyllbee sewed wit11 th(. Political 
similar to that of human life, Ilvvrr became Intclligcnce Department of tllr British 
ah popr~l;tr ;IS To)nhee. Toy~rl)cvc*'s \rforks did Fol-c.iql~ OKice, leaving :I tc:~ching fello\v- 
I)c.come popular among l~istori;ln> :IIICI the ship . ~ t  Bnlliol College ;it Osford Univer- 
;ir~thorized condensation by Somnicrvcll of sity. In 1919 he sen.ecl :IS 61 delegate to 
l'nynlwe's 12-volitmc A Strrtly of llistorc~ the \~crsailles Conference ;IS ;I specialibt on 
helprd to popularize his works :1nc1 ideas. the Jliddlc East situation. Ilr confesses that 
The optimism of Toynbtac contr:istcd nith his w;~rtimc c:speriences, : I I I ~  his experiences 
the pessimistic determinism of Spenylcr also associatctl with the writing of the peace 
hclpc-tl to make the pl~ilosophy of the for~llrr tre;ity, served to bring to his thinking a 
p;~l;~t;tblc! to ;I broadrr group of historians. newr uw;~re~~css of the contin~~ity within his- 

I have chosen to tliscuss 'roynbee rathcr 
than one of the historians wl~o  have inter- 
preted U.S. History because tlle vision of 
Toynhec. ;tnd the smpe of his philosophy is 
panoramic and universal. I-Iis is n woxld- 
\ride, \vorld-encompassing philosophy of his- 
tor)'. The vision of men such ;rs Frederick 
Jackson Turner, Henry Com~~lager, and 
Clli~rlcs Beartl is limited ;~ntl parochial be- 
e;iusc these llistorians liniit tl~e~nselves to an 
iiiterpretation of U.S. EIistory. Wr hope in 

tory ; I I I C ~  11 reali7atio1l that 1111. events he 
\v;~s witnessing \vcre not 11nrc1;tled to the 
history of Greece and Ro~nc. Ile returned 
fro111 Paris and until 1W-4 bec:ulle the pro- 
fesqor of Blzantine ;tncl ~notlcm Greek 
lnngunjies and history at the University of 
London. From 192.5 until 1955 he sen-ed .as 
director of shldies for the Iloynl Institute 
ol Intc~r~~ational Affairs ant1 ns Researell 
I'rofl*ssor of Lnten~atior~nl I.listory. Fro111 
1910 to 1938 Toynbee \\,role the yearly 

later '*says to analyze and evaluatc the Strrcey of lr~ternutioru~l Affuirs. From 1934 
u.ork of hisTorians who have limited them- till 1961 he worked on his l>volume \vork. 
selves to an interpretation of the history of T l ~ e  St~rdy of History. 
this country. 

Who i s  Toynbee? 
Ar~lold J. Toknbcc \\.;IS born in IAondo~~ 

in 1889 mid still lives in England. :v:ls 
c.duc;~trtl at \\'inchester and Bnlliol Collcgc 
;it Osfortl G'niversih. 1-Ic gr;~t l~~:~ted fro111 
Oxforcl in 1911 and im~~~c.cli;~tely \vent to 
>t11t1g ;it the British .~rch;~cologic;tl Sclrool 
in Athens. \\'Me he tvits in Greece he 
;~cquired a lasting interest in the history of 
cli~ssicnl civiliz3tion. t ic  si~itl thi~t while he 
w;rs hiking around Grec-ce on the trail of 

What was the Background of 
Toynbee's Philosophy of History? 

, , 1 oy111,c.e's interest in the 111cbiuli11g of his- 
tory must he found in his t-i~rly tlevotion 
to t l ~ e  sh~tly of cl~ssical ct11111re. In fact 
'I'oyn1)ec clainis that thr his tor)^ of Greece 
iintl Ronlc are the tnlr patter11 which all 
otl1c.r civilizations must follo\v. In Ciciiizu- 
tiort on 'I'rial Toynbec giv1.s t11rc.e reasons 
the historian sho111d have a c.l;issical erluca- 
t ion. 
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1. Graeco-Roman history is finished. Be- 
c;1115c: i t  is finished. this l~istory can bc seen 
in perspective. On the other hand Western 
\vorld history is unfi~lished, rlntl \ve do not 
know it.; ending. IVr citnnot ser the gen- 
c.r;~l ;~\pect IICC~IISC we are pitrt of the 
c~ro\vdetl nncl ;tgitntc.tl htape. 

2. Craeco-l1orna11 history is not ch~ttc.red 
with tlc.tiiiLs. Sincc- t l ~ e  timr of the, Gri~ccv- 
Roman age niilny of the details of this his- 
t o n  11i1ve bc~en drleted and the materials 
that tlo s w i v e  arc1 ~llanageable in quantity 
; ~ n d  they are choice in qr~nlity. 

3. Griteco-lioman histnry is ccumenical 
;tnd not linlitetl in its outlook. The dominant 
note of Grac3co-Ro111an history is unity. 
T o p b e  insists that we are mistitken when 
we cnipl~asizc national history Ix~causc na- 
tional history is too limited in its o~~tlook 
and its affect. 

Toynbee goes on to say in Civilizc~tior~ on 
Trial: 

IV11at \vtu rei~tl today in I ' l~~~cydi t l cs~  
concerning his es~eriences in the past 
are the rsperienccs \ere 11ilve in our 
world now! I'hucyditles' present was 
to be uny futnre! Thucyditles' world 
.~nd Iny worltl though chronologici~lly 
di\tiuct ;Ire pl~ilosopl~icnlly united itnd 
contemporary. 

In an article "I Owe hly Thilnks," Scltnr- 
dry  Rr?~;ietc, Oct. 2 ,  1954, pp. 13-16, 52-55, 
Toynhee adn~its thet there were other in- 
fluences beside his interrst in Gr~~cco-Ro~nan 
history. He thanked Edward Gibbon for 
showing 1~111 what ;In historian can do; he 
thankvtl Sir Edward Creasy for his The Fif- 
teen Battles of the World' becatrsc this gave 
him his first notion of the possibility of a 
universal history; he thanked C. G. Jung for 
his psychological insights: lie thi111kec1 Plato 
for teaching him to r~sc his intellect as well 
;IS his imagination; he thankcd Robert 
Ilrowning for the concept of ch;~llt*ngc and 
response. Others who received special com- 
mends tion were John Sh~art  Xlill, 'L'l~codore 
hlornmsen, Goethe, Hehe, and I [crodohls. 
The Gospels he thanked for giving him an 
;t\rrareness of the divine Iwing i l l  I~islory. 
( It \\rill becomr obvious that he nlissccl the 
~ncnning of t111, Gospels. ) \Vorltl \Var I he 
thanketl for allowing him to sci- t11;1t the 
world of 1914 was entering upon an es- 
perience wliicl~ Thr~cydiclcs had illready re- 
corded. 

What Did Toynbee Try To Do? 
Toynbee professc.d to set out to frce lhc 

study of history from the prison honbe of 
detern~inhn~.' Hr believed tlli~t prcwious 
philosophies of history hild been character- 
ized by determinism. Me saicl conccn~ing 
Spengler in C i ~ i l i z ~ t i o n  or1 I'rirll, p. 10. 

Spenglcr was, it seenied to me,   no st 
unillu~ninatingly dogn~atic i~nd  deter- 
ministic. 

Toynbee aho wished to rescue the study 
of history from the pitfalls of a ~nenningless 
e.sistcntialisrn. Existentialism has an iinswer 
for the moment and has no need for the. 
interrcl;~tion and the intcrtlependencc of all 
things. That \\.hicl~ happened in the past 
and that \\,hie11 will happc!n in the future hiis 
no meaning for the existentialist. 

What Method Did Toynbee Follow? 
Fritz Stern in Tlre Vori~.ties of History, p. 

"3, s;1ys: . - 
In a gra~idiose m:inner Toynbee tri- 
umphed over the limits of the conven- 
tional 11istori:ln and by his rittlier simplv 
esplanntion of the growth and decline 
of civilizations capt~lrtd, at least for ;r 
time, the pul~lic's inl;~&ation. 

Toynbee advocated the m ~ d y  of history 
throug11 the esamination of the rise ; ~ n d  fall 
of civilizations. H e  believed that the his- 
torian must study civilizations because they 
are the s~nnllest unit of historical study 
tvhich will serve as a basis for the discovery 
of the meaning of history. In Civilization on 
Trial, p. 9 ,  Toynbee says: 

One of nly o\vn cardinal points was 
that the snii~llest intelligil>le fields of 
historical stutly were whole societies 
and not arbitrarily insulate fragn~ents 
of the111 like the n:~tion-states of the 
modern \Yest or the city-states of the 
Graeco-Roman world. Another of my 
points was that the histories of all 
societies of the species called civiliza- 
tions were in some sense parallel and 
contemporary; . . ." 

To What  Conclusions Did Toynbee 
Come? 

Thr conclusion of T o n b e e  fom~s  the 
thesis of his work. In his ulvcstigation he 
distinguishes at least twenty-one civiliza- 
tions. Fix-e or seven, he says, are still i~live. 
He states that these civilizations grow by 
responding successfully to challenges under 
the Icadeship of creative minorities, and 
declirrr when the leaders fail to react crc- 
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Toynbce notices that various i~ttempts in 
the nineteenth century were made to explain 
and solve this prohlmm of the rise and 
decline of civiliz%tion.\. Two solr~tions cited 
by T o ~ n b e r  to have been ntte~nptetl in the 
ninrteenth cenh~ry werc race i~nd environ- 
ment. Racc. and envirollrnent \yere sl~ggested 
as key factors for the r~nderstanding of the 
rise and decline of civilizations because these 
factors suggest hereditary and envirt~n~nenti~l 
.~spects of the problem. Something I~cred- 
itary or environnlental, says Toynl~ee, has 
Iwen used to show the loss of creative power 
in a civilizi~tion \vhich inexor;~bly results 
in their di*integration ant1 dissolution. Toyn- 
bee attempts to avoid this inesoral~lr drter- 
rninism of Spengler and others by snyhg 
that the death of a civilizatior~ is not in- 
evitable for it may or 111ny 11ot co~itinue to 
rvspond to s~~ccessive challenges. -T'oynl,ee 
iilso refutes Gibbon's theories whicl~ werc: 
popuhriwd in the Decline and Frill of the 
Roman Ernpire, "that civilizations t lech~e 
Ijecause of their loss of control over their 
h ~ ~ m a n  environment, ant1 that t h ~ y  fall I)e- 
cause they cannot withstand assa~~lts 
1;iunched tipon the111 by alien c~~e~lries." 
Toynbee's criticism of Gibbon results in the. 
conclusion I)y Toynbee that thc loss of con- 
trol over the human environment (i111i01izst - 
the Romans the hunran environment was 
the barbarians). has no more to clo with 
the breakdo\vn of a civilization than tloes 
its loss of control over its physisicitl isnviron- 
ment. 

Because race and environment, as es- 
poused by the historii~ns of the 18th and 
19th centuries. sec~ned to Toynbce to I)c in- 
effective and unsatisfactory means for un- 
locking the mystery, he turned to mytholog:. 

What is the Place of Mythology in 
Toynbee's Method? 

lfytholo~y becomes the key for 'Toynhee's 
method of interpretation. Toynbcc hirncd 
to Cwthe's ,Forr.~t. In Fat~st llephistoplrrlcs 
presents hi~nsrlf before the thront! of Gocl 
and challcnjirs Cod to give hinl a free hand 
to spoil, if he can, one of the Creator's 
choicest works, Dr. Fallstus. 111 Coethe's 
Foust Slcphistopheles is creutetl to IIC 
swindled or hoaxed but in Toynl,c-ta's opin- 
ion llepbistopheles (the Devil or Satan) 
is ii genuine challenger. Cod ~renuinely, nc- 
cording to Toynbee, puts his creatctl works 

in jc.opardy in order to win an opportunity 
of creating somrtlring nrw. Becirl~~e the 
I)c.vil is a reill challenger, we are I,ound to 
iissume, says Toynbee, that he does not 
i~lways lose. According to Toynbee the 
working of cliallenge-antl-rqonse csplaim 
thc otherwise inesplicahle iind unprcdict- 
;ible origin, growth, disintegration, and col- 
lapse of civili;.ations. Concerning thih rise 
and fall of civilizations Toynber silys in 
Cloilizutior~ oil Trial, p. 13: 

Brietly stated, the rtrpllar pattern of 
social tlisintegration is ;I schism of the 
dkintc:grnting society into a recalcitrant 
pro1et;iriat and a Irss and less cffectively 
dominiunt ~ninority. Thc process of dis- 
integri~tion does not proceed evenly; it 
jolts along in alternating spasms or 
rout, r;~lly, and rout. In the last rally 
Imt o~ic, the dominant minority s u e  
ceeds in temporarily arresting thc. so- 
ciety's lethal self-lilccratiorl by i~npos- 
inx on it the peace of ir universal state. 
\\'ithin the franle\r.ork of the do~ninant 
~ninority's universal state the roletariat 
creates ir universal cl~urch, a n f  after the 
nest rout, in xvhich the disintegrittirlji 
civilizalion finally clissolves, the ilni- 
versa1 church may live on to 11~u.oine 
the chrysalis from \vhic$ a nc\v civiliza- 
tion eventn;~lly t.merges. 

(To he rnntinnetl) 

1. Epaminonclas \\.as a fourth cenh~ry B.C. 
Greek general often studied. by Philip 
11 and Alesander of ll;tcedon~a. 

2. P21ilopoen1c.n \\.as ;I becond and third 
century U.C. Greek general of the 
Achaean League, which was dissolved 
I)y the Homans in 146 B.C. 

3. Thucydides was a fifth c e n t ~ ~ r )  B.C. 
Greek historian. 

-1. A historical work of the ninetce~~th cen- 
t q  A.D. in which the author di\cusses 
those battles \vhich in his opinion have 
been a niaior cause for some great and 
pemiancnt chmges in Western 
history. 

5. The doctrine that ;ill facts in I ~ u ~ n a n  
history are absolutely dependent upon 
and conditioned by their causes. 
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'DY 
REV. G. VAN BAREN 

"NOT CONFORMED BUT TRANSFORMED" 

Ro~nans I?:" - "Anel be not confornled tu this world. h i t  IIC yc. trui~rforrl~c~d 
by thc rc,r~etc;ir~g of your mirtcl. . . ." 

Ttvo n~utu;rlly c.sclusive p o . s i t i ~ ~ ~ ~ s  are 
prrse~~te t l :  confor~~~c*tl  or transl'or~llctl. : \ I I ~  

which are yon? 
Porl)iddc*n to thc chiltl of God is con- 

formity with this \\-orld. 'Ib "conforn~" sug- 
grssts n form which is in~itatetl. In  thiq in- 
stance, tlict for111 in~itatetl is the forrn of 
the \vorlcl. This present "\vorld" is totally 
corn~pt ;  :tnd in this total cornlption, it 
tlevelops as the, end of time approrlchc.~. 
'I'he foml \vhich this \vorld assumes todi~y 
is a for111 of rel>euior~. Some youtl~ partic- 
uli~rly pridr thcwselvcas ill r e l~c l l io~~ .  Their 
dress ;ind action are mr:~nt to e ~ ~ ~ p h a \ i z e  
this rebellion. It is n form of open sin 
against Gocl ancl His law. Thc \vorld \\.ill 
openly f l a ~ ~ n t  its lust. 111 movic :IS \v(.II 
:IS on the printecl paKe, it displ;lys its 11ttc.r 
tlisreg:~rd of till* sevcnll~ c o ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ r a n t l l n e n t  - 
;ulcl the otlters ;IS \vrU. l ' he  \vorltl adopts 
;I fashion \vhich is ~ ~ ~ c * ~ t n t  to provokc wns11;1l 
thoughts and desires. Tlic \vorld rcvc.als it, 
r~rvetuousncss in  its elnphasis 11po11 thi. 
~ ~ ~ a t e r i n l .  

TI] I)e "confor~ned to t l~ is  world" is lo 
;ttlopt its principles ;111ci practices. I'crhal)s 

one \voulcl hahtil>- say t11;lt :1 Chri\t i i i~~ (10i.s 
!lot comlorm to this \vorltl. 'I'he \.cry 
thought of conformity is repugnir~~t to 11s. 
0: is it? It is true that \ve do not ~ ~ ~ n f c ~ r n i  
in the grosser of t l ~ e  sills of thi, \\-orld. 
\Ye clo \vittcl~ our tongues; \ve refrain from 
participation ill the. \vorlcl's most not;iI)ly 
evil t.ntrrt;tinnlr~~ts: we reveal not the tcr- 
riblc. It~sts of this \vorlcl. Yet, nrr \ve 11ot 
in f .~ r  too many tv3ys confc~n~lecl to tllii 
\vorltl? 1 greatly fe;lr that \ve ;Ire. :\nd t l ~ e  
trend to\v;~rds gre;tter ;111d greater confor- 
mity is ~ ~ l ~ v i o u s .  I co11lc1 ~ x ~ i n t .  for i~~s ta~ lce :  
towarcls tllc Christiitn Rcfornied Chlcrch. 
Therc movic ;~ttcnd;tnce has officially I I I - ~ I I  
condoned. Pressure is being npplicd to .illo\\- 
the tlnncr. But \ve nred not look ;tt ot11c.r~. 
Thy cluestion \ve I I I I I S ~  face: in ho\v l':~r 
11;trr \ve confo~.~llecl to this \\-orlcl? 

To \\-hat degree do you con for^^^ \\-it11 
the \vorIcl in the seeking of et~tert; t in~iic-~~t? 
Its gross fonns of \vickctlne>s yolt rejcsct. 
\\:hat do yon. I~o\vever. enjoy to see on 
television? \\'hat s o ~ ~ g s  prove to IIC e11tc.r- 
l:~inir~g to you? Ilors the*  nov vie te~ttpt   yo^^? 
110 yo11 begin to fit~tl also thr  dance to l)c 
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icppealing? C;tu't sve find nlany argunent* 
u.herehy \\.c can corivincr ourselves tht~t 
the entertain~ncnt of the \\.orld is indeed 
quite I\-orth-\vliile? To \\,hat tlejirec* ;Ire 
you mnfomlctl to this world? 

The quation col~ld be asketl, too, to 
what tlegra~ tlo \rre confor111 \vith t l ~ e  tlrisss of 
this \\,orld? To \vh;~t degree do Christian 
young men ;irltl nromen imitate the \c*orltiP 
Ilnniodesty sec.ms to I>c thc order of thr dity. 
That in~modesty is partielllarly obvious in 
young \\,omen's dress. There seelns oftcan to 
lw little or no diffcreuce in dress hct\veen 
lnembcrh of the chl~rch i111d thc citizc.~~s of 
the \vorld. Are \vi: siniply conforniing to 
the dictates of worldly fashion? Ought it 
not to be dreply clisturhing tlthi~t our out- 
\\,;~rd appearitnce ib essentially no tliffcrent 
than t l ~ r  appearance of t11v nielnhttrs of this 
\\.orld? Be not confom~etl to this worltl! 

Conformity is evident in our sense of 
\value\. \Ian has placed great c~iipllosis on 
rn;ctc.rii~l things. I l r  1111l\t lii~ve ccrtain 
ronvcnienccs. He must li;ive ctrrti~in pleiis- 
1lre.s. The world itself speaks of "kcibping 
I I ~  \\ill1 the Jones." We wva~t to clo tliis 
too. \\'e cnnforn~ ourselvcs to this present 
world. 

The il'ortl of Cod warns, "l3c not con- 
formed. . . ." The child of Gotl not only, 
positively, belongs to Christ, I)tct ;it the 
same time he has no part with thh worlcl. 
Obviously, the Christian can not physically 
remove Ihl~self fro111 this world. Wc live in 
it - and must for a certain span of tinie. 
But wc can not go along trtitl~ its corrup- 
tions. Our separation, our Werence, ought 
to be evident in every sphere. Is it? 

Positively, there. must be evident it1 the 
saint the transformation "by the rcncwving 
of your mincl." To conform e~~~phasizcs  that 
\vhicli is out\\.ard; conformity is to put on 
an apparance silriilar to that which the 
\vorld possesses. But h-an\fonnation is inner 
or spirih~al. Transfoni~ation is metamor- 
phosia - a  change which might I)e co~npilred 
to that n.liich takes place in thc: worn1 
wvhich changes to the butterfly. Tr;~nbfonn;~- 
tion invol\~cs that chnnge in 11s \rd~~~rcl>y 
we who possessed the image of the devil are 
now given, for Cl~rist's sake, the imngc, 
of God. This change is not something out- 
\\.ard or superficial, but it is inward ant1 
begins \rith the he;~rt. It is part of rcbgc,nera- 
tion -to be horn again. Tl~rough this trams- 

fonnntion, the inx~ge of God ib again seen. 
Thvrc. is cvitlcnt tr11i. knowledge., righteous- 
ness, i~nd I~oliness. This transfor~nation we 
confess has taken place in us. It is this 
fact which ~nakc-s it i~npossil~lc for the 
Christian to be cwnfonned to this world. 
\%'hell on[> is transfonlled, he will not \\-ant 
to be cwnforn~ed to the world. 

Trn~~sfor~l~;~t ion is witl~in - affecting the 
heart and the niintl. From this, proceed all 
the issues of life. The transformation of 
the wind s~~ggests that there is now new 
direction for the whole of our lives. Our 
thougl~ts, ollr words, our deetls are ;a11 af- 
fected by this amnzing c1i;mgc. The Word 
of God continr~es by emphasizing in Romans 
1 2 2  that transfonnatio~~ lias this effect: 
"that ye may provr. \vhat is that good, and 
accelitable, itntl perfect will of God." 

Ho\v is that transfor~nation seen in you? 
Tllrre must be ol~ctliencc in love to those 
in authorily. There must be proper use of 
tinie and talents. There must he the seek- 
ing of proper entertain~llmt. Tl~care will be 
propibr d r e s  There \rill be proper con- 
versation. This fruit of the Spirit rnust be 
reve~~led in our walk. 

Young people, too, in this tr;~nsfon~~ation 
rcvenl kinclness a r~d  cor~sicleriltion one for 
another. Rather than trying to hurt through 
unkind words or actions, they. for Jesus' 
sake, encolrrage :tnd help thc other. And, 
for Jesus' sake, young people can be of 
great help :ind encouragement to many who 
are 111uch older th'm they. Transfornlation 
results in apirihlal service to others in their 
neetl. Transformation shows itself in spirit- 
ual concern. There will be the stl~dy of 
God's Mrord; there will I,e reglllar times for 
prayer and meditation. For those who are 
trnnsformecl are different from the people of 
this urorld. 

Are you cwnfor~ned - or transfomled? 
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CONTRIBUTION 

"Not  W h a t  Your Country Can Do" 

RANDY MEY ER 

r\l>out eight years ago, this phrase was 
part of a speech by the I;~tc President, John 
F. Kennedy. I am .sure \vc all know what 
Xlr. h'er~ncdy was rc-ferring to. 'I'he cntire 
.sentence goes: ".4sk not what your co l~~i tq -  
a i l ]  tlo for  yo^^; but what  yo^^ uin do for 
your country." 

I ;in1 not a b o ~ ~ t  to tli.scua5 iit tl~is tini(8 our 
obligatioc~s ant1 services to our country as 
s ~ ~ c l ~ .  Instead, I \vo~~ltl like to colllparc our 
pott.ntial services in rclatio~~ to our country 
tcl \enice to an orgi~nization wl~icll is wen 
closer - ollr ch~~rch .  Rerltlcring service to 
our country is really solnetl~ing to be com- 
mr~ltlecl, of collrsc.. I.lo\\.c.vt.r, \vc ;is yotlng 
people tlo not al\\.ays hi~vc clear-cut op- 
portunitit,\ to wnrc our c o ~ ~ n t r y  in thr es- 
pectrd wi~ys. I do think. though, that ;I lot 
of good opportunities to serve our church do 
prcsvnt th(.mselvcs evcry ycS;lr. 

It has been said in the oast tlliit the 
m;tiority of y o u ~ ~ g  l~c.ople in o r~r  orgal~im- 
tions arc apathetic. 'The \\lord "i~pathetic" 
nlc!;uls ini~ctivc, not sl~o\ving elnotion, not 
being involved in vnrions nctivitics. Some- 
tiu~t-s it 11;rs also hcen infcrrcd ~ l w t  bemuse 
we ;IS young ptroplc do not \vork hard 
enough at our projects ant1 progrnms, they 
iirc uot always s~~ccc~sscs. 'I'lle pt~ople \vho 
say wch things are t:rlking nbout you; they 
itrc. taking abor~t mc. I du not agree with 
chr~n, and I know thi~t yo11 do not tliidi 
tlli~t the lnajority of 11s arc* i~patlietic, clis- 
interested young people. 

All thnt we Iri~ve to do to rrfutc: this apa- 
thy nonsense is to o ~ ~ t  the. red effort 
our young people put out to nlakc the recent 
cot~vcntiot~ the trenic~iclous succcss it was. 
Look again at the past eBorts to &lance 
ot11t.r conve~~tiol~h, to publish our ~napa~ine.  
to ~t~iike our projects and parties s~~cccsstu. 
Thtssc. acco~nplish~nrnts arc 11c.c;iusc. of yollng 
people \vho \vorkrd and sltcrificecl for them. 

Today we hiive c>vcn grc;lter goals t l ~ i ~ n  
ever before. '1'0 rri~lize our go;~ls we as 
yotlrlg people 11cec1 money in c3vcr greater 
quantities. Of conrse we as yottng people 
cannot no\v rest on o l ~ r  laurels. The efforts 

of the past do n11t reillly hear dinsctly ~ I I  tile 
prescnt and future as far our orgii~~iza- 
tions are ~u>nct . r~i~d.  \\'c know thnt in nrder 
to attitin our gc1;tls wr Iiuve to canlpzii#n ;ind 
\vork for them. 

I \\ro~~ltl like to tnkcs this d ~ a ~ l c c  to eu- 
murage all of you as young pwple to be- 
con~c Inorct envr~lved in au  of the i~ctivities 
of our cli~~rches. I \vould suggest that by 
\vorkinc j ~ ~ s t  as hiud for nest convrntic~~~ ;IS 

you did for t11(* last one is ;ul csccllent \\.;I>; 

of becoming more c~ivol\.cd. Of course, 
many of us arc ;tiready cnvolved, ;it prrscmt, 
in vitrious i~ctivities. T l ~ h  is good. The key 
to bcco~rring e~lvolvetl in thc Itrng run, IIO\V-  
evc.r, is to take 21 direct interest in the affitirs 
of your wciety. Evc~i the s ~ i ~ a l l  i~nd se.oni- 
ingly i ~ s i ~ n i f i c l c ~ ~ t  activity s h o ~ ~ l d  I)r carried 
out with vigor. Thr  small activities ;Ire, 
after ;1U, small I~u t  vital cogs in your or- 
ganizittion and your churcll. 

The question nrisc~s, though, Iiow does 
one bcuonlc. tilore e~~tl~usiastic about the ;LC- 

tiviticls i~ntl progrillns of Itis socitaty? First 
of ;dl, a person s h o ~ ~ l d  work for ;L certain 
goal. He should I I ~ ; I ~ I -  his society's goal his 
goal. A young person must be \\filling to 
work for the goocl of the whole orgarlinttion. 
Secordly, ;~nd  following ~ ~ ~ I I I I  this, is the 
feeling of ;iccomplishn~ent and success a 
young person should expect to bc gcneratcd 
by \r.orlring ~ ~ 6 t h  others towitrd ;I goal. 
Y O L I I I ~  person just does not rci~lizc tlte l)lc;ts- 
urc and satisfaction that can be hat1 I I ~  
\\,orking \\,it11 othcrs, 11nless hc nct~~ully tlo~ns 
work with others. 

1 say this 3s ;I chnllcngc -see for your- 
selves the: senst. of ;icco~~~plislltncnt th~tt 
bvc~rking il l  a y o ~ ~ n g  people's org;ulizntion 
brings. \\?h;tt ~ ; I I I  yo11 do for your socic~ty, 
for your I"eder;ction of yolmg pcwple? Be 
\villing to work and si~crificc for yolrr or- 
ganiziition, your society. Be cnvolvc*d, ill ;IS 

1n11ch ;is you c;ii~, imd count it ;I privilc-~e 
to be a clocr among otllcr young peoplc. 
Ren~c~nhcr - ask not \\*h;at your socieh c;un 
clo for yc111, Ixit what you ciun tlo for !lour 
society. 
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BRIDGING THE GAP 
SUE TERPSTRA 

. . 
Iherc is no tlorlbt in niv mind ;IS to 

whcther a generation gap exists in this 
 count^ among the chilrlren of the world. 
Anyone can see qttite tllat parcLnb 
ant1 their children, particlllarly thc teenitged 
ones, are drifting apart in their opinions ia 
\\,ell as in their n~oral standards. Rellcllion 
again%* parents and other types of autllority 
is I~rin:: manifcstecl by tcenagcsrs all over, 
in the form of rioting, civil disoberlience, 
;inrl other t~prisings. This shor~ld he very 
littlr of :I st~rprisr to thr Christian, for Cl~rist 
Himself has told 11s tlli~t in the worlrl "the 
children shrill rise up against tllrir parents." 
The q~~cst ion of whether the world has I~een 
affected by a generation cap is :~nswerccl in 
an ohvior~s wiiy, but i~nother cli~cstion r ~ -  
111;iins yet to bc answered. 1 have chosen 
to answer the qutstion "is there a gcner.1- 
tion gap in the church?" 1)ecilllse I thinh 
thict very fe\v people ever stop to think 
itbout the true meaning of a generation gap 
iind the effect one would Ilnve on our 
churches if there \\.ere a generation g;~p. 

One of thr most important reasons Iic*l~i~ld 
the rebellion of today':. teenagers is their 
opinion that they need not be brougl~t up 
ttr~der the. same set of rules that their pi11rnts 
grew- up under. They argue that the \vorld 
has changed a lot since "way back then," 
ant1 because of this, tllc same outdi~ted set 
of rules should not be applied to them. We, 
the children of God should not beliavr this 
\v;~y. Ahnost every one of us is I~eing 
hrought up by parents who use the Bible 
a:. their Guide. This Guide has pi~ssccl 
through the hands of many a God-fearing 
parent in the line of covenant generations. 
It is unchangeable, no matter 11ow mucl~ 
the worlcl around us changes; it is infi~llible, 
ilnd though other nlles may becomes out- 
dated or be proven wrong in some \\lay. "IIis 
t n ~ t h  endureth to all generations." R(:jcction 
of this stst of gr1ide1inc.s our parents have 

set I,c4ore us, would be a sin ;~g;linst God, 
for then we are rejecting His Word and Cod 
IIimself by it. 

Thrrcr are other re:isons for the gcnc.ratio~~ 
gap being a sin also. 111 the Mtli commantl- 
ment we are ,~dmonished to Iionor our fatl~er 
;und onr mother. 1)isobedicnce of  this ib 
also ;I sin. God has placed those in author- 
ity over us in order that we ~ n i ~ h t  obey 
His co~nmand~nents through them. The rc- 
I~cllion of this day itnd age is ;I very clear 
csa11111le of tlisobcdicnce tc~ this eonun;urd 
of God. God has also placed us here for a 
reason, that He inigllt gather fro111 among 
the world, a Church unto I Ii~nself. \\'e arc 
therefore only pilgrims and strangers here, 
looking for\v:lrtl to i ~ ~ ~ o t h e r  kingdom. Young 
peoplcu and their parents arglie most of all 
over the slate of the \vorltl. I'ol~rlg people 
of t l ~ c  \vorltl are I ~ c c o n ~ i ~ ~ g  too concerned 
over the state of the \vorld. Constilnt argu- 
ments are arising over who is responsihlc 
for the prohlems of wars, polli~tion. and 
racial conflicts. \Vc shol~ltl ncver let the 
arguments between us and our 1,;trents he- 
come so involved with \vorld ~rol>lemj tl~at 
we forget ollr calling here. Our first con- 
cern should he thc furthering of God's Eing- 
(lorn, and not Utopi;~. 

I do not bclieve there is ;I generation gap 
in anr churchcs. I have not been persuutlotl 
of this because I see young people of our 
churches respecting their parents so perfectly 
or ncver rebelling or beconling very involved 
in affairs not of the churchcs' concern, but 
hecause when 1 see yonrlg people I h o w  
falling short of perfection 1 also see the 
repentance God places in our hearts. But 
most important of all is the fact that both 
parents and children have the love of God 
in their hei~rts. How, then can there be a 
generation g ;~p  between thorn when they are 
so strongly jointd by an everlasting bond? 

The Beacon Lights Staff wishes to thank the following for their contributions: 
Southwest Protestant Reformed Church, Nov. $ 33.1 1 
Southwest Protestant Reformed Church, Dec. 28.22 
Hope Protestant Reformed Church (Redlands), Jan. 44.00 
In memory of Ron (Mr. and Mrs. Geo. Yonkers) 50.00 
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VS. E R R O R  

REV. ROBT. C. HARBACH 

THE SPIDER 

Sncl it is \\hen Illany, ~ tur~~l ) l ing  ancl 
a r o l ~ i ~ ~ g  blintlly along the Broatl \\';I);, never 
discover 111tc~rpretc.r'~ houses, no,   lo thing 
morr thm Legality l louse in Xloralitytonn, 
or E:lt-Drink-iund-Rc-Sfr~ 111n at Sodom- 
toll. .l'lre I~o~isc, of Ir~tc-rpretc.1. w;~s est:rl~lishecl 
by tlrr King of t h ~  place for the instn~ction 
of pilgrims. There. they catch sight of such 
intri~uinp tl~irrgs as tllc. di~nghill ~ rkcr ,  the 
hen ;rncl her chicks, tllc 1111tcller killing n 
shrcp \\lhicl~ dies cluirtly, ~ittieiltl!~, without 
~nnr~~ll~rirlgs arlcl caornplainls; tllc robin, 
hr:iutiful, hut \\.ith an ugly hpitlc*r in its 
rnouth; a tree rotttkn inside, yet standing 
\vith Iwigllt grccn 1cavc.s. L r ; ~ v i ~ ~ y  thc place, 
the pilbg-ims, characteristically of tlrcir pil- 
grim nahlrc, sang of \\.hat they h:rd h a r d  
;tntl \ecai1 there. 

Tile brrtclier. gcrrtletl nrltl tlie field, 
The robin c ~ t c e l  liis btrit, 

illso lltc rottell Ircse, clollr !lieit/ 
Jle orgitmer~t of rceiglit: 

7'0 more ttle for to ~ccrtcl~ cind /my, 
7'0 strice to he .sfnccrc*, 

'1'0 tckc ,ti!/ cross irp (/all 1x1 tiny, 
-411d .\crce tlic Lord ~ c i t l ~  fccrr. 

'1-I, do this, ant1 to be I I I ; I ~ ~ I K C  ~ric.~~ll)ers 
of this hor~sc~holcl, yo~ung pilgrims must prr- 
part- themselves by study of tlie IVord of 
Gotl. Let ~ I I ( ~ I I I  st11c1y the fi~itli of tile Re- 
fon~rrrs. Lct them le;~rn to confrss tht. tnttln 
of Interpreter. Let them Ie;irn to interpret 
His \Irord rc.vc;+letl i ~ r  nature, in illan, in 
Scripll~re, in I ~ r o ~ i d c ~ ~ ~ c t ~ ,  in tlnr good Gplit 
of faith. Lct them resol\sc. this ycar by 

Cotl's grace to rrad scnlle gc.ct book of the 
f;titll 1,). s o ~ ~ ~ c  Sreat I I I ~ I I ~  of the faitll. The11 
let t11(-111 (10 i ~ h  rt*solvi~cI. Allother bo11k they 

" . ought by now to I)v re;iding. one Inex- 
h;lustil,ly ;rnd ~~nfi~ilingly intcl-rsti~~g," is t>r lc*  

\rhicll 

A C ~ I I I S  u rloccll y, cirtcl yc.1 corrttrit~s 
Sotlritig hrrt sorrtltl crt icl  11orre.st Gospcl slrtritzs. 

In thaw stfirin< you have heard of the 
IIYdll \vitll tht. ~nuck ritke. \V11o ha< not seen 
the I I I ~ I I ~ ?  IIc C~III  look 110 \v;ry but tlown- 
ward. He bends over with :I ~nuck r;tkc in 
h~ 11.1nds to grovel in muck, sewage, dung- 
hills, i111i1 the like. I t  never enters his il~incl 
to euchangr his muck ctkc for the cro\rrn of 
life. Sca\wrgering through w a t r .  griulr. 
slinic ; u ~ d  sc111i1, hc* is mart. concc.~.r~c.tl to 
t ~ i m  up a r11sty nail than to lay I~olcl on 
the celestial cro\vn. Ije is ;I Inan of tliis 
world. I-Iis gosturc. i~nd  muck rake 1.cven1 
his carnal mind. IIt*;rveu to l~ini is a fitl>le. 
The \vorld is his only god, good, goill and 
goictl. Could it bc th;~t thrrc itre pt.ol)lcq likc 
this nl;ln in the house- of I~rtc.rpreter? tl~at 
even tlrere. or in the c o m p r ~ ~ y  of its Ineill- 
bers, ~nirids ;ire muck-raking? th;tt lislt*~~ing 
to \crlllons, tlrcy an. still rnuck-rakit~g? or 
tlxlt tlwir co~~\wrsatio~r (ni,u~~nc.r of ] i f y )  is 
Inrt :t for111 of m~~cli-rxking? tli;~t tl~t.ir lifcn 
invarii~bly rlitls iu the vein of tllr poor. ~nih- 
erablr chaff. rotten \vcn~d. 11.1~ ;uid .;tubblt. 
of t-nrthly things? \\'ith thclll it is, tI1;lt 
when there is 110 rn~lek to rake.. that i\ .  \vIne~l 
the cl111rc11 is good, tllc. nlini5tvr is good irntl 
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the hcnnon i.s good, tllcsc things \ t r i l l  not be 
noticcd, but nit picking will set i r ~  i~nd 
~nuck-ritking will follow, and continue, for 
it is deCnled a \vastc to lose a moment zt 
it. Like the Pharisees, boasted epitomes of 
perfection, they are muck-raking adepts. 
Perh;lps, and it is Ilolwd, that at sttcli a 
sight you pray, "Lortl, deliver me fro111 this 
muck rake!" "That prayer h'as Illin Ily till 
it is almost rusty." There are prayers scnrce- 
Iy 11sec1 by Christians, which, contr;tdicting 
their habitual conduct, ought to ~nitkr* 11s 
grieve for them ant1 tremble for or~rselvcs. 

\\'hat do people say ah they stc.1) out of 
Interpreter's house into the street? Good, if 
they c;rn report, "I-lcrc have I seen things 
ctre ;~ntl profitable; things pleasant, dread- 
ful; t l l in~s to make lur stat)lc." Sometimes 
yon heirr it said, "1 don't helicavc* a \vorcl 
of it!" Or people say "able!" or "nothing!" 
or "rsc~llent!" or "fair" or "great" or 
"nletliocre." The interpreter shoulcl not pay 
mucll zittention to st~cli remarks, l111t strive 
to p ~ ~ t  forth occasion;tlly things "r;~re," often 
things "pleasant," so~rletirnes things "clre;id- 
fill," hut always things "profital)le." 

Tile public rooms of Interpreter's llouse 
re\~ealecl to Christi;trl just such things. Thc~re 
\\.ere dark rooms, one with an iron cage, 
confining not a tiger or lion, I~ut  a nlnn 
gripped in despair. Before we le;tve the 
hcenc, we must take a very brief look at 
the very best room in the house. Mercy and 
Christians looked very carefully aroi~~id that 
mom, b11t L Y ) I I ~ ~  see nothing. Dirc~ted to 
look again, they saw nothing but an ugly 
spider on the \\.all. k-ou never saw a spider 
in Interpreter's house? You ncver sat 
anl~~sctl at the fact that it dangI(-cl on its 
wispy strand over the head of Old Honest's 
wife, came down, close to touching, and 
re\vound rtpward only to return a foot anray 
hovering over another head? Yo11 never 
dallied with such a nothing to such an ey- 
tent that interpreter's \\,or& \vt-rc arastctl 
on you? There was a spider in the llouse. 
Was that the only spider in the room? 
\trercn't there as many spiders ;IS SOIII.~? 
Quick of apprchrn.sion you will ;un\wc6r, Not 
one, 1 ~ 1 t  ninny spitlcrs ui the beht roo111 of 
Intcrpretcr's house, "nnd spiders wit11 venom 
more destructive." Once \vhile the inter- 
preter stood praying in the pulpit o spider 
cm\\.lcd itlong the edge of the l~oly desk 

closc to folded hands, but priiyc*rful scrutiny 
rcbvc::~led another spider present Il~ere, wliicll 
provrs that both praycr and preaching must 
1le clransed fro111 the poison of ind\\-ehig 
sin and the pollutions of the flesh. Every 
creitture is a word of God ready to speak to 
115. Scripture directs 11s to 1rc;lr His \\'orcI 
Tro~~r ant, swallow ;tnd spitlcr. to name a 
few. 

Hut if tlry God thou wilt not l~eorkcn to, 
\\'/lot curt tlle .stcallot~-, ant crilcl spider do? 

Spitlrr on the pulpit? Then l ) res l~rnp t~~o~~s  
prc~phrt, step down, sit Ilnmiliatingly in 
PC\\, and listen to a better! \\Illat sa ih  the 
preircher? 

Ilork, then, tho' nlilia is noble by creation, 
IIe'.v lapsed note to srrcl~ dcge~~crcrtion 
As irnt to griece, so corele~s is he grown, 
7'110' lie 11imselj 11u.s sadly ocerlhrotcn 
And brocrgl~t to bond%e ecenj ec~rthly thing, 
E'en froin the cery .spider to t l ~ e  king: 
'I'liis we potw sensitices do feel und see, 
For scrbject to t l ~ c  crrrse you rircctle us be; ,, I retrcl not upon nlc, i~eitl~er fro111 rile go; 
'7'is r~ron tcho lras broc~gl~f (111 t l ~ e  1 ~ w 1 l  to 

woe. 

\\'hat! outdone and cut down I,y a spider? 
Indeed! has not ntnn fallen far  l,clow evcry 
creature, even the niost filthy, the ugliest 
cri~\vling thing, thougl~ it he tllc dregs of 
11:tture. the dross and scum of ;ill? Quiet. 
pmud prophet, listen and learn. 

l'hc ~(IIL: of iny creation bicls nie teach thee; 
1 ruill not. for thy pride to God, iinpeach 

thee. 
I spin. I tceoce, ancl a n  to It$ t l~ee  see, 
Thy Best perfonnances lnrt cobtce.6.s be. 
Thy glory now is brotrgltt to srrclt an ebb, 
It dot11 not intrcl~ a c e 1  the sl~iclcr's web. 
JIu Iuing quiet till the fly is ccrrrght 
Sltoros. secretly, Ilell huth thy rrrii~ brought. 
111 that I on 11er seize tchen s l ~ c  is token, 
I ~110tc who gatl~ers whom Corl /lath 

forsaken. 
I'lre fly lies bu=zing in iny tceb to tell 
IIorv sinners alrcays roar ant1 11otcI in hen. 

As Interpreter put it, "Thc spider is in 
kings' palaces" (Prov. 30:18). Tllis is on 
re~wrd to show that no matter how full of 
the venoni of sin you are, you may by faith 
clwell in "the 11c:st room of the King's house." 

\\'hat me iil;~y learn, even in connection 
\\it11 the tnltll of man's depri~vity, is that 
tlic preaching of the \Vord sliould have in 
it something for the children, something for 
t l ~ c  intellectual, something for the slow 
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t h i ~ ~ k c r ,  somc.tl~ing to ~nitke prol,lc smile, a t  and one sin \\fill destroy ;I hinner." Tllc pil- 
a~ lc~ th r r  tinlc lo inake t l ~ c ~ n  blnsll, :11 ;u~lothcr, g ims  rc.~nembc~rc*cl these \\,c~rds it11 t l l c .  tlays 
to 111;1ke their cyes \vntc.r. Even Interpreter's of tllcir life. T11c.y often repeated I ~ I ~ I I I  to 
proverbial sayings \trc8rc* unforgctt;~ble. One the~nscl\~es as they thottgl~t of their ~ I \ \ ' I I  .in. 
for ~axarnple \\fits, "011cr  leak will sink a ship. 

BOOK REVIEWS Programs For Special Days 
/iYJ LI.:II-A T. . ~ . \ I > I E ~ \ c . \ s  

Better Bible Games \\-. 11. \\'ilde Co~~~l ) ; tny .  76 p;~gc', 8.7.00 

h!/ EDITH HFAVERS ALLES Progrc~~tis For Sl~t.cial Dtr!ls is a book that 
~ i \ , r s  itleas for program pliinning. '1'11(0 spe- 

I3;il,c.r 13ook Iblottse, 105 pi~ges, $1.50 
cia1 cl:c\.s for \vl~icll the prosnuns an. \rrrittm 

*l . l~ i  book, by Editli Beavers Allen. is not only i r~cl r~dc tllr   no st \videl>- cr.lcl~~cted 
<liviJt.d into follrteeIl scctioIis, (le;lling holitl:~).\ of C l~ r i s t~n~ t s  ant1 Eastrr. I ) I I ~  i11s(1 

\\;it], a t l i~erc . l l t  type of ~ i l , ~ , :  \'alw~linc's Day, Llotlirr'< 1);1y, ancl t.\,ralr the 

cl,ltlecl tl,ese gilllles arl, sllcl, tllirlgs birthdi~ys of Lincoln and \\';~shin=to~l, ;urlong 

as hidden \vord Ilunts, rclilys, puzzles, and srveriil others. 'I'l~is book \rrould 11;1vc little 
value to a Cllristian prograln plicnner 

otllcr contests, as \ i r i . I I  i ~ s  r111estion i ~ n d  all- 
because tlie ]>a)c.try ;u~rl vur io~~s c~tl-~rr 

h\\'i*r games. Althollfill sollle of llle action ilctivitics eitl,cr I11i5i clltire icleil 
x:illles satiric:~lly portray Biblical eventh. I illlportance of cele~r;ltillg tl;lys 
\ v o ~ ~ l d  still rccom~nentl Better Bible Gan1e.9 ~ h ~ i ~ t i ; ~ ~ ~  or \,sollld be tot;lllg uheless to hirn 
;IS 2111 c s c c l l ~ ~ ~ ~ t  source for scveri~l galncs as ;all ;lid for t l ~ c  projiram 1 l t s  is p l n u ~ ~ i ~ . ~ g .  
ivhicli test one'> !ino\vlctlge of tlic I3ible. SLY T~:II I~STI{A 

from, for, and about our churches 
KAREN LUBBERS 

Miscellaneous 
011 Jann:try 29 at the AcL?nls St. School in 

Griuicl Rapicls, Dr. \V. hleestrr spoke to "all 
concerned parents ;~rltl friends" 011 "The 
Christian t\pproach to D n ~ g  i\l>usr." l i e  
alertecl his c~~~tli t .ncc of the cl;u~gc.r signi~ls 
ant1 effects of drug ahuse. The speech was 
infonllative ;IS \\tell as timely. 

Tlie Junior Llr. and Llrs. Socicly of thc 
Church in \1Tal!ir*r lii~s takc911 on a nc\\. 

:tncl \\~orthwlrile project! Rrcortlings arc: 
m:~tle of thc*ir church services ; ~ n d  ;ire the11 
sent to the sick memlxars withi11 thr  chnrc.11 
:is \\r(*ll as to lh(*ir fivca scrvicenlc~rr. 

On Feb. 3 tllc. Fedcri~tion Hoartl sponsorc~tl 
a double-l~ri~dc.r basketl>;~ll gan~c. in Hud- 
so~~vi l le  for tlw \\,llole fiunily to ( ' ~~ joy .  Tlic 
cor~~pctit inr~ \va4 I~et\\.ecn the 1111~11 of t l ~ ~  
Hope-Hudsonville area ;1nc1 tho\r fro111 the. 
Grand Rapids area. 

Rev. I I. \-elcIln;in delivered th r  laht l)l~blie 
lecture. on Feb. (i in tlic C;11vir1 (2111.. IIigh 
glni in Gmntlvill~~. Hi5 topic \\.as "C;c~d's 
Love not Common but  Pilrticular." 

Se\\.s from the. active young pc-ol>le in 
South I.ltrll;~nd: O n  Ilec. 18 they I~cltl ;I 
Chr is tn l ;~~ party i l l  their church I);~.;c.rnent 
and on Jan. 8 u tc~l~ogganing ptlrty \v;~s hcld 
a t  Paloh Heights. On 1:eb. 8 tiley spot~hurecl 
a singspiration in t l~ei r  church wit11 thc 
collcctior~ ~ o i n g  I'or J;~m:~ic;in nlissio~~s. 

Just ;In interesting senllon title f o ~ ~ n t l  on 
Holl;~ntl's l~l~llctin - "An Unclergrou~~tl 
Cllnrcl~ Undrr Gro~r~ltl," Kt~~nl)ers  10:31-33. 

Membership 
LIiss S:tlly Elzing;~ triinsfcrrr~tl fro111 I lope 

to Onkla\\n. 
Llr5. 'l'inr Pipe ( Ilce Enqcl\n1;1) tr;cn\fcrrc*d 

fro111 Hope to So~~thcnst .  
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Slr. I ~ I I  Offringa transft:rrctl f r o ~ l ~  SOU~I-  
 st to IIope. 

Slr. Rohert Brands transferret1 fro111 Ed- 
gerton to Loveland. 

Slr. D;I \ ,~ L'ulting tramferred from Ed- 
gerton to Southeast. 

Confessions of faith it1 Soutl~east: Miss 
Gaylc I)ykstra, SIiss Glcnda Doczemc~, hliss 
Eunice Iloeksema, Sliss Rctlr \\'estrcl, alld 
\Ir. Don Offringa. 

Confessions of faith in Hollnnd: XIhs 
Joyce Heys. 

\Vr \velcome also the following new 
nle~nbers \vithin our churches: Sirs. Ivan 
Elzinp;~ at IIope, Slr. Henry Bergman at 
Hutlsonville, and SIr. llartin Wustman at 
Hope. 

Marriages 
Slrs. John Lanning from Ilopr and Xlr. 

Slart in \Vustn~an on January 14. 

Births 
.\It. and Slrs. James Eldersvclrl of IIope, a 

5011. 

Slr. and Slrs. Gerald \'nrltletr 'l'op ol Ilope. 
a son. 

Slr. and Slrs. Darrell Huiskcn of Hudson- 
ville. a son. 

\ I t .  and Slrs. D. Glenson of Southeast, a 
daughter. 

Slr. ant1 Sfn. P. Sohel of Southeast, a 
clilughter. 

Slr. :~ntl hlrs. Peter 13ru1l1111c-1 of South 
I loll:uncl, n daughter. 

hlr. ilnd Slrs. E. SIedema of Sol1t11 Holland. 
;I daughter. 

Our Servicemen 
Slr. I3ob Velthouse of Hope Il;ib left for 

siy nlonths duty in the h l y  Ileserve. 
\lr. George Bodl)yl of Hutlronville, after 

a \hart furlough, has Irfl for duty in 
Germany. 

Xlr. Doug Sliedema of Illlclsonville has 
lrft for four nlonths service in the armed 
forces. 

Thr  ndtlress of Robert Eoontz of South 
&I~~llitncl ir: 

Robert Koontz SRB 56-94-46 
Ctr. 899 RTC 
Grc-at Lakes, IU. 60088 

Our Pastors 
l'hr address of Rev. and Mrs. John Heys 

is: 
General Delivery 
\\'hitr Sands Post Office 
Xlontcgo Bal-, Janlaica, West Indies 

0 1 1  Ji11111:try 8 Rev. E~~ipcsr wna installed 
in 0111. I'ell:~ church. Rcv. E~~gcalrlna spoke 
on "'The Ilit~ister's Calling" .ultl Rev. Van- 
drn 13er~ performed the instullntion. 

Rev. . ~ n d  Shs. J. IIeys have left their 
cllurch in IIolland for three n~ol~ths mission 
\vork in Jamaica. \Ve wish then1 Godspeed 
a t ~ d  wclcome Rev. and hlrs. Lubbers back 
Ilo~nr .rpain. 
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