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As we consider this enjoyable and pleasant time of life, the first premise we must establish is 

an all-important and encompassing one. We must date only those who love the Lord. If through 

dating we find our mate we will be joined together in one faith, one hope, and one doctrine. We 

will have unity in our God. Therefore, before the end of dating, Protestant Reformed young 

people will desire to and should only marry mates who confess and love the doctrines of 

Scripture as we hold to them in our Protestant Reformed Churches. I hope this strikes you as a 

thought provoking statement. One that limits you to dating a believer and limits your marrying a 

believer who holds the truth as you do. 

We must remember that normally dating is not an end in itself. Dating is ultimately the 

ground work of getting married. I realize that in your early dating years you are not consciously 

contemplating marrying the one with whom you spend some time. But God has created us as 

people who are attracted to the opposite sex with view to us marrying and living together as a 

rule as a family, with children being born into the covenant. The Lord ordained marriage for the 

establishing and fun ring of His church. We do well to bear this in mind and to realize that dating 

leads to marriage, which leads to a blessed state of serving God as a picture of Christ our 

husband loving us His bride the church. 

Because of our desire to date and eventually to marry, let’s discuss a few qualifications for 

the elect child of God to follow. 

Earlier I mentioned that you should only marry those who confess the doctrines of Scripture 

as you hold to them as a Protestant Reformed believer. My reason is to establish a spiritual bond 

with whom you date, a bond of common beliefs in doctrine and a unified world life view. In 

order to be happy together you two must confess the same God, having Scripture as your 

foundation, common rule and guiding light. If you do not believe the same or are not actively 

working toward this, it is impossible to be dating harmoniously before the Lord. All of your 

other common interests, likes and dislikes of a secular and general nature are of little 

consequence. Your like faith is of utmost and primary importance. Look around you in the world 

and in the church - is there any sure foundation other than our common love and devotion to our 

Lord? Only as spiritual brothers and sisters can we live in harmony and confidence. 

If you date outside of your denomination you must strive to be one in doctrine, one in 

interpretation of Scripture, and one in walk. So prior to marriage you confess the same doctrine 

held by your Protestant Reformed Church. Doctrine which dates back to the early church and the 

apostles. Doctrine which has withstood storms of controversy during the time of the Reformers. 

Now the modern winds of change blow and give new direction to the church world today. Only 

by God’s grace can we remain true to His Word. Be prayerfully careful who you date. In this 

way you will marry a mate who confesses Jehovah as you do. 

What is the purpose for dating? Isn’t it to get better acquainted, to grow in affection for one 

another? Dating is a lovely time. A time when you mature in responsibility and independence. 

You feel as though the whole world lies before you waiting to be discovered through the two of 

you. As you date you constantly seek for your partner’s happiness. It’s a time of sharing. A time 

of discussing all your interests and values. 

Be sure to hold nothing back. As the two of you fall into love, remember how sweet it is to 



care for someone more than anything, even your father and mother. Remember too, to continue 

that devotion into marriage. Work hard toward retaining the new and fresh air of togetherness. If 

you think dating is a wonderful place to be, wait till you arrive on the path of marriage, it truly is 

a continuation and growing of commitment and love. 

The joys of dating may never, nor should ever be marred with using one another for sinful 

lust. You will find that a great temptation exists as you two get to know each other intimately. 

Be on your guard. Be on guard especially of the temptation of wanting to be liked, so that you as 

a young lady will give up your morals for a special young man’s affection. If you think sex will 

attract a guy, you’re right! But if you think it will keep him, you’re dead wrong. He will love you 

for your personality, not your body. God demands purity. We must serve Him with a chaste walk 

and conversation. Christian young men remember that as a man God has placed you in the 

leadership role even in dating. You may not tempt a young lady into immorality. As the leader, 

you must show that you are spiritually mature enough for marriage by leading in all aspects of 

dating life and godly walk. Too often young men look at worldly girls, as well as Christian girls, 

as a challenge to see if they can overcome the girls’ reluctance to sin through their ability to 

charm. Rather lead to the path of Christian enjoyment and not the devil’s playground. 

Because your dating years are so special, enjoy them. You will always look back to them as 

pleasant, carefree days. Serve God in your dating life and pray with King David in Psalm 19, 

verse 13, “Keep back thy servant also from presumptuous sins; let them not have dominion over 

me: then shall I be upright, and I shall be innocent from the great transgression.’’ 
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