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The 1985 P.R.Y.P. Convention was hosted by our Hudsonville Church in Hudsonville, Mich. 

The conventioneers gathered at Hudsonville Church on Monday before 12:00 P.M. to register. 

After lunch, our luggage was taken to Grand Valley State College where it was unloaded. When 

the buses were unloaded, they returned to take the young people to Grand Valley State College. 

Once everyone had arrived, they had to get their luggage and dorm key. Then they had free time 

and most of it was spent in the Field House playing basketball or swimming. We had supper in 

the Commons after which the Convention Picture was taken. The speech on Monday evening 

was at the Kirkhof Center on “Missions Abroad” by Rev. Woudenberg. Following the lecture, 

the buses took the conventioneers to Coopersville for a Hay Ride. Finally, we returned to Grand 

Valley, had devotions at 12:00 A.M. and lights out at 12:30 A.M. 

On Tuesday, breakfast at the Commons was followed by a two hour slide presentation on the 

church in Singapore presented by Sem. Jaiki Mahtani. Immediately following the slides, there 

was a delegate meeting in the Kirkhof Center. A short break was taken for lunch and the sports 

began. There was Chinese soccer, volleyball, and softball all afternoon. In the evening Rev. Van 

Overloop spoke on “Missions of the Church Body” at the Kirkhof Center and then the buses 

were again loaded but this time for a skating party at Grand Roller Rink in Holland. Devotions 

were held at 1:00 A.M. and lights out at 1:30 A.M. 

Wednesday started with breakfast at the Commons followed by Discussion Groups on 

“Relationships of the Home” led by Rev. Van Baren, the pastor of the hosting society. To the 

disappointment of us all, it began to rain so we had to cancel the beach outing and we went 

bowling instead. Supper again at the Commons and then Free Time till 11:00 P.M. at the Field 

House where many played basketball or went swimming. Some tried to play racquet ball but 

learned that this activity wasn’t open to us. Devotions were held at 12:00 A.M. and lights out at 

12:30 A.M. This ended our second day of fellowship. 

On Thursday morning, our Discussion Groups were led by Rev. Bekkering on “Dating”. 

After discussions. there was a delegate meeting and later everyone boarded the buses to go to 

North Shore Beach. We had lunch at the beach and free time for everyone. There were some that 

played football and some volleyball. Some hardier souls even swam in the cold water. 

The highlight of Thursday was the banquet held in the Kirkhof Center.  Rev. Haak gave the 

speech on “Personal Missions”. Afterward everyone went to Arne’s Funland where they played 

miniature golf, rode go-carts, went water sliding and spent money on video games. Back at 

Grand Valley, devotions were at 1:30 A.M. and lights out at 2:00 A.M. 

After breakfast on Friday, those who bought shirts or pictures picked them up in the lounge 

of the Robinson House where we stayed. Packing and cleaning of our dorms followed and then 

we met for devotions for one last time. After lunch, we boarded the buses for Hudsonville 

Church. 

Another convention is history. Speaking as a “first-timer”, it was great meeting people from 

some of our other churches out West and spending time with them and old friends in our fun 

times and also in our serious times of discussion and devotions. The chaperones did a great job 

and many of us returned home weary (from lack of sleep) but also full of new experiences and 

looking forward, the Lord willing, to the next P.R.Y.P. Convention. 
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