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“And all the angels stood round about the throne, and about the elders and the four beasts, 

and fell before the throne on their faces, and worshipped God, Saying, Amen: Blessing, and 

glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honour, and power, and might, be unto our God for 

ever and ever. Amen.” Revelation 7:11 &12. For an excellent and truly Reformed exposition of 

these verses and the whole of the book of Revelation, read Herman Hoeksema’s "Behold, He 

Cometh!" 

You probably figured that the title of this article and the passage of scripture quoted were 

used because of the word “thanksgiving" occurring in both. You were right. But do you know 

how the word is used in the text? The word thanksgiving occurs many times in Holy Scripture, 

but is given for different reasons. Let me explain what I mean. 

November 24th is our country’s official day of thanksgiving. Our churches themselves 

will hold worship services on that same day to preach the truth concerning the thanksgiving to 

God for supplying our many physical and earthly needs throughout the year. Yet the giving of 

thanks to God for our earthly needs is not just some recent moment in our country’s history that 

has been set apart as a special day from all other days. Man gladly pats himself on this day 

claiming how good he has been over the past year and is therefore worthy of the blessings of 

God. But scripture denies that man is good. The saints know that they are not worthy of the least 

of God’s blessings and therefore give thanks unto God for all that he does give to them. Giving 

thanks unto God becomes a truth that can be traced through the scriptures all the way back to 

Adam and Eve. 

Through the Old Testament, there is much evidence of the saints giving thanks unto God 

for many reasons, and also at times that even meant certain death if they did so. Look at the 

striking example of Daniel, young in age, and you find in the book by the same name, chapter 

six, verse ten, these words, “Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went into 

his house; and his windows being open in his chamber toward Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his 

knees three times a day and prayed, and gave thanks before his God, as he did aforetime." 

Imagine a decree today by our country’s government stating that no man could ask a petition of 

God or man without first going to the President! Daniel was faced with exactly that situation, and 

was faced with a den of lions because he had faithfully defied a decree made by man that would 

have caused him to deny giving of thanks unto God. Daniel certainly did not blush, nor was he 

ashamed to give thanks unto God openly even though doing so would mean certain death. What 

a beautiful example of faithfulness for us to follow in this day and age and in the dark days that 

for certain lay ahead for us. 

The apostle Paul exhorts the saints at Colosse to “let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to 

the which also ye are called in one body; and be ye thankful.” Colossians 3:15. Also Paul exhorts 

the saints at Ephesus in the fifth chapter of Ephesians to “Be ye therefore followers of God, as 

dear children;” vs. 1; “But fornication, and all uncleaness, or covetousness, let it not be once 

named among you, as becometh saints; Neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor jesting, which 

are not convenient: but rather giving of thanks.” verses 3 & 4. And verse 20 where we read, 

“Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ;” clearly shows to us that the New Testament too has example after example of the need 

to give thanks unto God. 



Recorded for us in Matthew 26: 27 and Luke 22 : 17-21 is the account of Jesus Christ, the 

sacrificial Lamb, at the time of the last supper, giving thanks, then breaking the bread and 

pouring the wine, thus signifying His death upon the accursed tree. Also, at the time of the 

feeding of a large multitude, Jesus took seven loaves of bread and a few small fish from His 

disciples, gave thanks, and gave the loaves and fish to His disciples to distribute among the large 

multitude so they could eat and be nourished. 

But all of this seems to center our attention on being thankful to God for earthly needs 

and physical needs. Yet when we study carefully the passage of scripture found in Revelation, 

you understand that in the new creation all thanksgiving comes from God and is attributed to 

Him for ever and ever. Thanksgiving is given because of the wonder work of salvation. Read 

verse ten of the same chapter, and you read of the redeemed in glory crying with a loud voice, 

“Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb,” to which the angels 

respond. Today we give thanks to God for salvation in many ways, one of which is the singing of 

Psalms. Many times in a worship service you hear the enthusiastic singing of the saints, from the 

depths of regenerated hearts that have been illuminated by the glory of God, speaking of the joy 

of salvation. Indeed, this Thanksgiving Day and all days may we sing from our hearts. “Salvation 

is of the Lord and thanksgiving be unto our God forever and ever. Amen.” 
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