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 Among all the others, there are two favourite pictures in my study. One is of a seashore scene 

where lavish waves crash their crescendo over the rocky jetty. The mighty surge of aqua brine ebbs 

and flows incessantly in majestic restlessness. Standing on a wet, foam-spattered rock is a young man 

dressed in casual city summer wear. His hands are hooked lazily into his waist, body bent backward 

facing the sun, carefree face uplifted, almost to the zenith, with eyes closed and a rapturous, beaming 

smile. I know how he feels. That’s why I have the picture. The place is glorious. It has an exhilarating 

atmosphere all its own, one you can smell miles before you reach it! When you get there, the pounding 

of the surf drowns out the city din and all your troubles. You almost feel as though you were on the 

New Earth under the New Heaven. You feel like shouting, Amen! Selah! Hallelujah! Maybe you do. 

You will in the kingdom of glory. Why not now? The caption to the picture? Would you believe, 

“Rejoice greatly, O My people! Shout for joy! For look—your King is coming! He is the Righteous 

One, the Victor! Yet He is lowly, riding on a donkey’s colt!” (Zech. 9:9). Does the thought that your 

King is coming send you into a paroxysm of ecstatic joy? If not, something is wrong. Maybe your joys 

are too earth-bound. 

 The other picture takes you to the thick rough of a golf course. There deeply imbedded in the 

low crotch of a gnarled shrub is the neat, white, elastic, tantalizing but exasperating sphere of the 

species gutta-percha. Down on one knew a perturbed right-hand golfer aims a reversed nine-iron with 

left-hand stance and he frowningly and hopefully begins his down swing at an almost impossible “lie”. 

The title to the picture? Would you believer, “In Everything Give Thanks!”? The idea is uniquely 

Christian. Only the Christian gives thanks for the hard things as well as the delightful things, “giving 

thanks always for all things.” (Eph. 5:20; I Th. 5:18). This second picture has a man in quite a fix. 

How’d he get into it? Something like this: he hit a beautiful shot straight down the middle of the 

fairway, which, slicing into the rough, dived into a bush. His partner (so I imagine it) cheers him with, 

“Listen to Oral Roberts, now – ‘Something good is going to happen to you today!’” “Yeah,” he sourly 

replies, “I won’t break a leg, or maybe I’ll find a plastic tee.” If there’s a Christian in the foursome, he 

might say, “You know, Oral’s wit is a pretty safe prognostication for the Christian! because something 

good always happens to him! You know what one of the greatest statements in the Bible is? ‘We know 

that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to 

His purpose.’ Romans Eight Twenty-eight!” 

 Something good is going to happen to me today? Something good is happening to me right 

now! The Bible gives you a little fill-in-the-blanks test at Isaiah 3:10. “Say ye to the righteous that 

______ _____ _____ well with him.” There you may insert, “it always was,” “it always is” and it 

always shall be,” (one on top of the other). It’s not just that it shall be well with the righteous, it is well 

with him. Something good is always happening to him. For the wicked, it is always ill with him, even 

when he thinks things couldn’t be better, nor the grass greener on his side of the fence. For like 

Jezebel, the Lord will throw him out like fertilizer on the grass of the field. Yet for the righteous, trials, 

and tribulations are like dung on the grass, stinking and staining it for a while, but producing fresher 

and greener lawn. The stings of the flesh of Paul and Silas only occasioned greater joy to their souls as 

they sang at midnight. They rejoiced that they went out of prison when they went into prison. For there 

they never before had such liberty in prayer and praise to God. They believed the Lord would either 

avert all evil or turn it to their profit. It is well with the righteous even when it is ill with him, for the 

Lord makes not only all good things to work together for his good, but all evil things. Jacob 

complained, Me ye have bereaved; Joseph is not, Simeon is not, and now ye will take Benjamin away: 

all these things are against me! But Jacob was wrong. Nothing was against him, but all things were 

conspiring for his good. Joseph didn’t know it, but he was on an Egyptian course. At the first hole he 



went down in one. He was taken out to be sold as a slave to the Ishmaelites. They brought him to 

Egypt and sold him for a slave again. While a slave there he was tempted to adultery. Rejecting the 

temptation, he was falsely accused and put a long time in prison. All this seemed against him. Who 

would think all this would turn to his profit and to Israel’s good? Who would expect he’d spring from 

prison to palace? From Hebrew slave to prime minister of Egypt? So the Christian gains by his losses. 

At least in the long run he does. All together his losses and crosses promote his eternal welfare. They 

are all a means to preserve him till he gets to heaven. The Lord turns our water into wine, our stones 

into bread, our miseries into blessings. 

 Something good is going to happen to you today. You are going to put on, hitch up and submit 

your neck to the yoke. You are going to bear the yoke of correction, the yoke of afflictions, the yoke of 

God’s commandments. This is good? Oh, yes, “it is good for a man that he bear the yoke in his youth” 

(Lam. 3:27), especially is it good to bear the yoke of Christ. It is good to do this “in the days of thy 

youth”. There is a close connection between confession of faith in Christ and submission to His 

discipline, and the bearing of reproach and persecution for the same. It is good to suffer these in youth. 

It will prevent many sins and evils you may be tempted to get into. 

 King Jehoram did not believe that all evil things work together for good to them that love God, 

and when evil came, he said, Look, this evil is from the Lord! Why should I wait for the Lord any 

longer? (2 K. 6:33). He thought in such bad times it was useless to trust in the Lord because, as he 

reasoned, worse can not be, and better never will be. But the converse of Rom. 8:28 is also true – all 

things work together for evil to them that hate God. God makes Saul a king, Judas an apostle and 

Balaam a prophet, but though they led to the ruin of these men. Haman’s position, Ahithophel’s 

counsel and Herod’s applause turned out to their fatal hurt. But you don’t always see how God’s word 

and His providence avoid contradiction? Don’t interpret His Word by His providence, but His 

providence by His Word. Psalm 73 will teach you that much. 

 What is acceptable to faith is not so to the flesh. Then you will not be able to convince the 

natural man of this great truth we are considering. He cannot see it. The wordly man cannot see how 

loos of possessions or poverty is good; the enterprising man that it is good to be despised and ridiculed; 

the lustful man that prayer and fasting is better than hedonistic pleasures (Matt. 4:1-11), or that 

sickness is something better than health. Moses had a difficult enough time teaching all this to Israel. 

How could he make Pharaoh understand it? “Behold, the children of Israel have not hearkened unto 

me; how then shall Pharaoh hear me?” The mind of the flesh is not subject to the law of God and 

neither can be. So do not expect the world to believe any of this. This faith is distinctively Christian. 

The Christian knows this from the word of God. If it were not for His Word, he, too, would think that 

all too many things work for his evil rather than for his good. 

 But then we do know this, don’t we? We know that all things work together for good. Faith is a 

certain knowledge, and we know this in the knowledge and certainty of faith. To a certain extent, we 

also know it by our own experience, and, surely, by the experience of all the saints. We know more 

than that all things have worked together, and so may again, or that they shall work together. We 

know all things work together for good. They work together now, they are always working together 

for good, whether we can always see it and understand it or not. They work together, forming a 

complex mosaic of providence and grace, the perfect beauty of which we will fully appreciate some 

day. Meanwhile, today something good will happen to you! 
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