
“Ma, Movies are Legal Now!” 
Rev. G. Van Baren 

 
 The complete decision I do not have.  I am waiting to receive this.  But a report was 

written in the magazine Christianity Today on the decisions taken at the last synod of the 

Christian Reformed Church.  One decision as reported there struck me—and I thought that you 

young people would also want to know if it.  I’ll quote it. 

 “After long holding a standoffish position against Hollywood movies, the synod adopted 

an extensive, positive document on ‘The Church and Film Arts.’ It asserts, ‘If our Christian 

witness is to have relevance and redemptive value in modern society, it is necessary for us to 

make the meaningful distinction between the film arts as art forms, which are to be judged as 

legitimate media of culture,’ and as ‘products, which are in each instance to be subjected to the 

moral judgment of the Christian community.’ The report also declares that ‘although the film arts 

as a cultural medium are largely under secular control, its products are no more secular than… 

the daily newspaper, the radio, or the literature of our western world, and can be used similarly 

for cultural edification.’ 

 “One delegate asserted that the adoption of this document was a clear sign that C.R.C. 

has really changed.  Another delegate was overheard calling home, ‘Ma, movies are legal now.’” 

 One could wish that Rev. R. Veldman, pastor of the Oak Lawn, Ill. Christian Reformed 

Church, could have been present at that meeting of synod.  He surely would have warned them 

strongly, as he did in his pamphlet, “The Movie,” concerning the taking of such a decision.  He 

could have told them, as he did in the pamphlet, “Many simply crave sin and the pleasures of the 

world, though they know very well that it is abominable in God’s sight.  But the movies feed that 

corruption and hasten the decay, with the result that interest in the things of God’s kingdom 

decreases and Scripture study, prayer, catechism work and society life suffer accordingly.  The 

ultimate result is the death of the church, historically.  The two, church and movie, cannot exist 

side by side.  In the measure the one becomes popular the other is doomed.  The church today is 

evidence for this truth.   God’s people must know this, in order that they may take a firm stand 

against this manifestation of the kingdom of darkness; turn, if need be, from this sinful way and 

walk unswervingly in the way of the living God.” (Incidentally, this pamphlet is yet available. 

All our young people ought to read and study it.) 

 One receives the impression from the report in Christianity Today that the Christian 

Reformed Church has finally grown up.  I recalled the story, as I read the above report, of the 

young boy who was learning to ride his bicycle.  To impress mother, he came around the block 

saying, “Look ma, no hands;” then later, “Look ma, no feet.” Then came the last sad appearance 

of the boy who said, “Look ma, no teeth!” So the C.R.C. has grown up.  It can now take its place 

among the many other churches which have a like stand.  Its delegates can call home, “Look, ma, 

movies are legal now.” And they can tell “ma” more too soon: “Look, ma, Christ died for all 

men now; and, God didn’t create the world in six literal days as Genesis teaches; etc.” Then 

finally the day comes when the same delegate must call home, “Ma, we have no more church!” 

 But my concern with the decision of the C.R.C. on the movies is the effect it will have on 

you, our young people.  You cannot help but get the impression that if our “mother” 

denomination has changed its stand on the movies, maybe we ought to also.  Also, because the 

sinful thoughts of this flesh enter our minds too, the idea can come to mind: “Here’s a church to 



which one can belong—and still be called ‘Reformed,’ yet where one won’t be ‘bugged’ about 

movie attendance all of the time.” 

 The Protestant Reformed Churches yet stand opposed to movie attendance.  And their 

reasons are as cogent as ever.  We are not opposed to the invention itself.  We are not opposed to 

pictures which present motion.  We are opposed to dramatic presentations which are shown in 

the “movies.” And you, young people, must hold fast to that position—not from compulsion but 

from conviction.  In brief, these are the principal objections we have. 

 I. Movies are dramatizations. These of necessity must be portrayals of man’s sin or his 

goodness.  Usually, of course, man’s sins form the central theme of the movie: adultery, murder, 

theft. These are the subjects which men find most entertaining.  Movie advertisements prove this.  

But if the sin itself is displeasing to God, can He be pleased in the dramatization of sin? The 

Belgic Confession emphasizes in Article 37, “All men shall give an account of every idle word 

they have spoken, which the world only counts amusement and jest…” 

 Equally impossible is it to portray the good.  Can corrupt natural man pretend the 

righteous walk of Moses? Of Luther? It is gross hypocrisy for one of this world to pretend, for 

our entertainment, that he is one of God’s saints.  The goodness of the saints seldom becomes the 

theme of the movies of the world—but when it is, this is more revolting even than its 

presentation of the world’s iniquities.  

 II. The movies definitely mold the morals and standards, the ideas and attitudes of men.  

This is particularly true for the youth who come under the influence of the movie.  It is simply a 

fact that there is either conscious or unconscious imitation of what is presented in the movie.  

Drinking, for instance, is presented as common-place and acceptable in good society.  Man’s 

ideas of divorce and remarriage are set forth with all of its human logic.  Gross materialism 

underlies the actions presented.  The songs of this world are sung—in ways which invite 

imitation.  Dancing is shown as part of a “normal” person’s life.  Man’s thoughts on sex are 

clearly set forth.  His love-making is portrayed as a standard for youth to imitate. And one could 

go on.  A person might argue that the Christian can view what the world presents in its movies—

finding therein his entertainment, but at the same time rejecting that which is contrary to his 

confession.  But the fact remains that the constant repetition of the sins of mankind as “normal” 

makes its impression upon anyone who places himself under such instruction.  A constant 

dropping of water eventually wears away stone itself.  So a constant attack upon the principles of 

the law of God gradually erodes the value of that law in the mind of man. No child of God may 

willingly place himself in such circumstances where he knows this takes place. 

 III. The movies are produced by corporations whose sole intent is to earn money.  Its 

actors and actresses for the most part are admittedly godless and immoral. Yet these latter are 

admired and imitated by their fans.  Their dress, their speech, their songs become the norm of 

young people.  It is a shame when within the church one sees imitators of the world rather than 

imitators of Christ.  Yet this is one of the results of movie attendance. 

 IV. Finally, it could be pointed out that the theme of the movie usually involves specific 

sins—most often, adultery.  Movies are appealing because of their entertaining use of 

transgressions of God’s law.  But one can also question the themes of the “good” movies.  One 

of these, “The Sound of Music,” has been given five academy awards for excellence.  Many of 

the church have also praised the same film. Strange, isn’t it, when world and church can unite in 

praise of a movie? Supposedly it is good because of the absence of presentations of gross 

transgressions of God’s law.  But is its theme to God’s glory and in harmony with His law? 



 Do not be deceived, young people.  Movies may be legal now in the C.R.C., but they are 

not in our churches.  Pray to God that we may stand firm in this position. 
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