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What is mission work, and what are the means employed? Are we doing all we can in 

both instances? These and many other questions are being asked by our young people, and 

various are the answers. Let us pause a few moments to see what our mandate is that was given 

us by the King of the Church: “Go ye into all the world . . .” 

What is mission work? It is the activity of the church institute whereby it preaches the 

gospel unto all the world, beginning at Jerusalem. Not the pseudo gospel of modernism that 

paints a caricature of the Saviour who would have all men saved, and therefore begs men to 

come to him; but the gospel of the Scriptures: salvation by grace, based on God’s sovereign 

election whereby He gave a People unto His Son; a gospel whose proclamation is a savor of life 

unto life and a savor of death unto death. Paul says to the Romans, “For whosoever shall call 

upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. How shall they call on Him in whom they have not 

believed? And how shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard? And how shall they 

hear without a preacher? And how shall they preach except they be sent?” In this passage we see 

the great reason for mission work: that men shall call on the name of the Lord and be saved; and 

the primary means: the preacher, or missionary. In fine, the gospel must be preached by the 

church in order that the church may be gathered in. 

Now, because we do not know who are to be numbered with the redeemed in glory, we 

must preach the gospel promiscuously to all nations, peoples, kindreds and tongues. But God has 

revealed to us in His Word that He, through the foolishness of preaching, will gather His elect 

from the four corners of the world. How to carry out this mandate should therefore be our main 

concern. The wisdom of man is characterized by his ability to use the best means to a desired 

end, therefore in this work of missions we would strive to seek out the best means to bring the 

glad tidings lo the unconverted children of His choosing. In past ages this was done by the 

personal appearance of a preacher sent by the church, and followed up by letter for further 

instruction in the mysteries of the gospel. The church which was at Jerusalem, after preaching at 

home, sent missionaries into Asia Minor and beyond to all the then-known-world. We as Prot. 

Ref. Churches have with our limited means also sent out men, starting at home, calling to 

repentance the church that thrust us out. We have also gone afield into Canada, and are now busy 

working among others in California. Last year our Synod expressed itself as desirous of 

expanding this work so that we would labor among the unchurched. 

In this age of electronics it is but natural that we turn to the radio as another means of 

disseminating the gospel. We add our voice to the many voices in the air which also claim to 

preach the gospel. But we do not hesitate to say that we only, of all that call themselves 

Reformed, are the church which maintains the truth in all its purity, fullness and riches, and are 

the continuation of the historically Reformed Calvinistic line. We humbly claim this on the 

ground of the Word of God itself, which is the only standard and test of the truth. It is because of 

this confidence that we are constrained to proclaim the truth to the utmost of our power and with 

all the means at our disposal. We deem it a blessed privilege to be able to use this product of 

modem invention for the furtherance of the gospel. 

We readily concede that radio has its limitations. We cannot organize churches by radio; 

we cannot fully carry out Christ’s mandate, for it not only tells us to go out and preach to all 

nations, but it adds, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 



Ghost. It is evident then that the radio limits our activity to that of preaching. If does enable us to 

broadcast our Prot. Ref. truth to many who otherwise would not come in contact with it. It might 

be used to prepare a possible field for personal work by a missionary in the future. It is at least a 

voice in the wilderness crying, “Thus saith the Lord.” It always goes forth as a two-edged sword, 

a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the hearer piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul 

and spirit. 

We have, through our radio broadcasting, reached thousands of listeners in Michigan, 

Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Wisconsin, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, California, Washington, and 

Canada. At the present time the Radio committee of First Church, Grand Rapids is working in 

close harmony with the Mission Committee of our churches. It is broadcasting a weekly message 

of our Missionary over three stations. At present Rev. Cammenga is laboring in Stanislaus 

County in California, using Station KBOX for his pulpit. He uses the mail response as a means 

of entrance into the homes of listeners which in turn gives him other leads. The sermons heard 

over KBOX are tape recorded and are mailed to Paterson, N. J., and Norristown, Penn. Our mail 

response increases as we become better known. The results of this venture are still in the future. 

Our humble prayer is that the Lord our Covenant God may use this means also for the gathering, 

defense and preservation of His Church, even unto the day of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

You ask, what is that to us? Just this, you young people are the church of 1960. If the 

1953 budget of the Reformed Witness Hour is $18,000, what might the 1963 budget be? 

Probably your societies in their weekly meetings and conferences could study this calling of the 

church: the related problems of necessary young-man power, of fields, and funds. May it be your 

earnest prayer hat the Lord may continue to permit us to witness to the truth and add new outlets 

for the Reformed witness; that the King of His church give us grace to know and meet our 

calling ever to remain faithful to the witness of his Sovereign Grace which he has entrusted to 

our care. 
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