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Humanity classifies itself into two schools. In the one is enrolled the vast majority of the 

world’s populace who lived by the slogan: “For me to live is pleasure, money-making, social 

prestige, etc.” In one word, life in this school consists in “self-gratification”. No doubt you have 

already observed that honorary degrees, titles of recognition and gold sealed diplomas are freely 

granted to anyone who discovers a formula, whether righteous or unethical, by which the student 

body of this school is able to procure more of the desires of the flesh. Whereas life consists in the 

abundance of things which one possesses (?), the one objective of all the instructors, scientists,  

sociologists, economists, moralists, religionists, etc. of this school is to lead the populace of this 

world to an enrichment of mundane things. 

There is another school in this world in which only a tiny minority of humanity is 

enrolled. Their philosophy is diametrically opposed to that of the first mentioned school, for 

those enrolled in this small institution live under this radically different slogan: “For me to live is 

Christ. No doubt you have also observed that in this school there are no honorary degrees, titles 

of recognition and beautifully inscribed diplomas given but that instructors and students share 

together a common lot of suffering, trial, tribulation and struggle. And you must carefully note 

that they who are least in that school are honored above all. 

These two schools are not to be physically separated and identified in the world but the 

student body of both are intermixed in the family, in school, in the office and factory, and in all 

spheres of life though they are always spiritually distinct. This existing situation gives rise to the 

very serious problem of retaining one’s identity and receiving for one’s self instruction only in 

the school to which one properly belongs. The practical consequence of this problem is that we 

frequently find those who belong to the “world’s” school within the “church” and, likewise, 

those who belong in the “church” enrolled with the “world”. Let me cite only a few examples of 

this. Samson, whom the Lord blessed and who was moved by the Spirit of the Lord was 

subsequently allied unto and deceived by evil Delilah. Peter, the apostle, temporarily chose self-

protection and honor instead of the reproach of Christ. And many of Jesus’ disciples went back 

and walked no more with Him. (John 6:44). Likewise, of the other school Ananias and Sapphira 

were first accounted with the church. Demas forsook Paul because he loved this present world. 

Even in our present time it is common experience to meet those within the church who have no 

appetite for the Bread from Heaven but who divulge a pathetic lust for the world’s morsels You 

may find them at the roller-rinks and bowling alleys but their place in the spiritual activities in 

the church is vacant. Or if theirs is not the pleasure-lust you find them so preoccupied with 

gathering dollars for the rust to corrupt that there remains no time for instruction in the things of 

God. And so also there are many who are still outside of Zion’s walls but who belong and must, 

therefore, also be brought within. 

Sometimes it is said that alarm should not be sounded when youthful Christians conduct 

themselves thus and apparently enroll in the world’s school and practice the philosophy: “For me 

to live is pleasure. . .” Those who reason thus aver that this is only natural and that in a little 

while they’ll settle down in marriage and then things will change. Such reasoning is as deceptive 

as it is untrue. Satan is not only an enemy of youth. He is a foe through all of life. Was it in youth 

or later life that Noah, Isaac, Moses and David conducted themselves carnally? And was it not in 

youth that Joseph, Samuel, Josiah and Daniel were honored by the Lord? These instances will 



teach us that each stage of life has its own peculiar spiritual temptations and perils and there is 

the same need for the youthful saint who just commences his pilgrimage as for the matured saint 

who is approaching its end, to walk together most cautiously. “To live is Christ” means first, a 

beginning with Christ; secondly, an unbroken continuation with Christ; and thirdly, an ending 

with Christ. This we must teach and practice and never may we declare a vacation in which the 

constituency of Christ is given opportunity to wander off into the world. 

Unmistakably it is Christ Always or Christ Never. It is not the Christ ‘Now’ and the 

Christ ‘Then’ with the Devil in between. When this is the practice of our living we are in reality 

serving Antichrist under the guise of a formal Christianity. 

“For me to live is Christ” is another way of saying “to me Christ is all”. In that beautiful 

name is expressed the purpose and reason for my existence. In Him is my joy, my hope, my 

ambition as well as the whole substance of my life. It is not a matter of “accepting Him” today 

only to find that tomorrow I have lost Him but it is so that “it is not I that live but CHRIST 

LIVETH IN ME”. The practical dynamics of that confession are sadly oblivious in the present 

pleasure and world-seeking century. The power of this confession will be evidenced as we learn 

and understand and spiritually realize that the “things that are seen are temporal and 

perishing while the things that are not seen are eternal”. 

To bring us to that realization, God has given us “means”. Chiefly we refer to the 

properly instituted means of grace but from our discussion may not be excluded the many 

subsidiary spiritual assistants. Prayer, Christian fellowship, mutual study and discussion of God’s 

Word and many others are helpful to make CHRIST ALL unto us. Only those souls who 

faithfully use means are kept alive in Christ while those who 

neglect these things starve and perish. 

“Be not weary in well-doing. . .” 

You will receive many discouraging setbacks. You are very apt to become 

thoroughly discouraged. The inclination is present to listen to Satan’s tempting whisper: “What’s 

the use?”... But... will it be said of you, “This one began to build and was not able to finish. . .”. 

Receiving “grace upon grace” we go from “strength to strength” and from “glory to 

glory”. And if we faint not “in due season we shall reap”. 

“For me to live is CHRIST,” and. . .then only “to die is gain”. 
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