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Last month we ended with the question: Just what did the Reformation of the sixteenth 

century contribute to the church of the New Dispensation? What was its outstanding gift of the 

grace of God to us? 

Various answers may be given to this question. The benefits of the Reformation are 

manifold. By it the church of God was delivered from many vicious practices that had become 

part of the apostate Catholic religion, as well as from equally vicious conceptions regarding the 

infallibility of the “Holy Father” and the supreme authority of the church and her ecclesiastical 

assemblies. The Reformation marked a return to sound doctrine and healthy practice all along the 

line. 

However, all this and much more is included in what is beyond all doubt the central 

benefit of the Reformation: the restoration of the Word of God in its written form to the church. 

The BIBLE, my friends, was restored to God’s church. That is the outstanding gift of 

God’s grace in the Reformation. 

That Bible is everything for the church of Christ, is it not? Without it we walk in total 

darkness. It is the revelation of the Living God in Jesus Christ. Only in and through the 

Scriptures do we possess the Christ in all the fulness of His salvation and grace. Reconciliation 

with God and the right to eternal life, the hope of eternal happiness and of an inheritance 

incorruptible and that fadeth not away, sanctification and preservation and glorification, the 

knowledge of and communion with the ever blessed God, God Himself, Christ, heaven, glory,—

all this we have only in connection with the revealed Word of God in the scriptures. Without that 

Word we have nothing. It is the “Lamp before our feet and the Light upon our pathway". Take 

away the Scriptures and you take away God, Christ, all light and joy and salvation, everything—

you have a complete blackout. 

Of that precious Word of God the Roman Catholic hierarchy had robbed its people during 

the course of those dark, very dark ages. Nothing made that period of history darker than this one 

thing. At best, you understand, there were not many Bibles in circulation at that time. That was 

due to the fact that printing had not yet been invented and every copy of the Bible had to be 

written in longhand. You can easily imagine what that meant. It took one man as long as ten 

months to produce one copy of the Holy Scriptures. Consequently, Bibles were few and ex-

ceedingly expensive. Only the wealthy could afford one. What a far cry from conditions as they 

are today, when complete Bibles can be had for next to nothing. However, this is not the point 

here. The church did have the Bible even when they were few and expensive, and that Word of 

God was regarded throughout the early ages of the history of the church as the only rule of faith 

and conduct. The Roman Catholic hierarchy, however, robbed its constituency of the Bible 

ITSELF. It did so deliberately and systematically. In its place it offered a pile of traditions and 

ecclesiastical edicts. It places the doctrines and institutions of men on a par with the Word of 

God. What the ancient fathers taught, the church councils decreed and the “Holy Fathers" 

declared was all regarded as of equal value with the Scriptures. Thus, according to the Catholic 

Church, there was no need of the Bible. These other things were more than enough. Only 

snatches of the Bible were given the people to read, and even these they were not to interpret 

themselves. The church would do the exegeting and expositing and all the people had to do was 

accept the church’s interpretation and abide by it. 



What was the inevitable result of this Satanic philosophy and this appropriation unto self 

of authority that belonged only to the Scriptures themselves? More and more the Bible was 

withheld from the layman. Scripture itself was no longer read. Every possible attempt was made 

to do away with the Bibles that were in existence until finally it became impossible even to find 

one. Luther himself had never seen a complete Bible until he was twenty years old. And thus the 

church was robbed of everything: her God, her Christ, sound doctrine and the true knowledge of 

salvation only by faith in Christ. And substituted for these were: the doctrine of man, the 

hierarchy, salvation by works, forgiveness via indulgences, purgatory, etc. Stones for bread; the 

church for the Scriptures: the pope for Jesus Christ. 

Thus the light went out all over the world, and a stygian darkness settled upon the entire 

church,—a blackout such as the world had never known. 

* * * * * 

That Bible, exiled by Rome, doomed to extinction by the hierarchy, Jehovah God 

restored to His church. That is the heart of the Reformation. 

To realize this purpose the Lord of all grace prepared the great Reformer, Martin Luther, 

— the impetuous, brilliant, God-fearing Luther. We thank God for him. The first time Luther 

came in contact with the whole Bible was in the library of the University of Erfurth, Germany. 

One day—Luther was now a young man of twenty years—while opening book after book to 

learn the writers' names, he came upon a volume that particularly struck his attention. Never 

before this had he seen it. The brilliant historian D’Aubigne continues: “He read the title—it is a 

Bible! a rare book, unknown in those times. His interest is greatly excited: he is filled with aston-

ishment at finding other matters than those fragments of the gospels and epistles that the Church 

has selected to be read to the people during public worship every Sunday throughout the year. 

Until this day he had imagined that they composed the whole Word of God. And now he sees so 

many pages, so many chapters, so many books of which he had no idea! His heart beats, as he 

holds the divinely inspired volume in his hand. With eagerness and with indescribable emotion 

he turns over these leaves from God. . . . He returns home with a full heart. Oh, that God would 

give me such a book for myself, thought he. . . . He soon returned to the library to pore over his 

treasure. He read it again and again, and then, in his astonishment and joy he returned to read it 

once more. The first glimmerings of a new truth were then beginning to dawn on his mind.” 

Indeed, the seeds of the Reformation were sown. Thus had God led him to the discovery of His 

Holy Word. 

Next he came in contact with the Bible in the convent of Erfurth, in which he had locked 

himself up in the hope of there finding peace for his troubled soul. There one day he found a 

Bible fastened to a chain, buried under inches of dust, and to this chained Bible he found himself 

returning day after day. As yet he had but a limited understanding of the Scriptures, but oh, how 

he loved them. It sometimes happened that he passed a whole day meditating upon a single pas-

sage. Parts of that Bible he would commit to memory. It was still some years before his break 

with the Catholic Church, but the seeds that were sown were sprouting out and beginning to bear 

abundant fruit. 

In the years that now followed Luther came nearer and nearer to the light. Leaving the 

stifled atmosphere of the cloister and becoming professor at the University of Wittenberg, he 

lectured and preached a great deal. And there was something really different, novel, refreshing 

about those sermons and lectures. They were not vain repetitions of the teaching of medieval 

theologians, but expositions of the Scriptures. No one spoke and preached as did Luther and soon 

students came to him from all over Germany. Through his own preaching and study he came to 



understand better and better the true meaning and value of the Scriptures as well as the position 

of the Church with respect to those Scriptures. Thus the stage was being set by the grace of God 

for the mighty revolution that would presently shake the Catholic hierarchy to its deepest 

foundations. Luther’s convictions were ripening day by day, year after year, until finally it 

required only a single spark to set off the explosion and set the entire world ablaze. That single 

spark was provided by Tetzel and his vicious traffic in indulgences. This traffic led to the nailing 

of the 95 theses to the door of the Wittenberg Church, and these theses, containing all the germs 

of the Reformation, bore their fruits for the church of all ages. 

Gradually these principles were again stressed as the fruit of the Reformation: that the 

Scriptures themselves are sufficient unto salvation: that we need nothing more than the Word of 

God; that the Bible is clear unto salvation and must not be interpreted by any Church, but by 

itself alone. Our Belgic Confession, itself born out of the Reformation of 1517, puts it 

beautifully: “We believe that those Holy Scriptures fully contain the will of God, and that 

whatsoever man ought to believe, unto salvation, is sufficiently taught therein”. . . . Article 7. 

Thus the Bible was restored to the church of Christ. It was placed once more in the hands 

of the people of God. Presently one translation after another appeared, one version after another, 

especially the Tyndale Bible in 1525, the popular Geneva Bible in 1560, and the incomparable 

King James Version in 1611. By the providence of God printing was invented about this time 

and presently Bibles were being published and sold in ever increasing numbers until in recent 

times as many as seven million are printed in one year. Also, creed after creed was born, 

including our own Heidelberg Catechism and Belgic Confession, and the Holy Scriptures were 

studied far and wide. 

Truly, the light went on again all over the world! 

The blackout had come to an end, thanks to God’s grace! 

That is the significance of the Reformation of 1517! 

In the light of all this, so wonderful and so necessary for our salvation, Christian friends, 

what should October 31 mean for us henceforth? Halloween? Or Reformation Day? 
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