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This month’s Book Review Department is featuring a departure from the normal run of 

literary criticism.  It is also featuring what some might call “ax-grinding,” because of the fact that 

there is a moral to this book review and that the moral, perhaps, overshadows the review. 

It is often a question for us, on the rare occasions that we spend a quiet evening at home, 

“What shall I do?”  Instead of trying your utmost to “cook up” some fun for the night, why don’t 

you read?  If your home is like the average, you will probably say that you have read every book 

in the limited library of your home. 

But have you?  Have you read all the literature that belongs in a Protestant Reformed 

home?  Or is it, perhaps, true in your case also that such literature isn’t even found in your 

home?  There have come from the pen of Reverend Hoeksema in the last several years an even 

dozen books that were judged good enough to be published by a nationally known publisher, and 

that have been reviewed in papers all over the country.  Our trouble is, as young people, that 

when we read, we want fiction.  But by limiting ourselves to fiction we ignore the most vital part 

of our life, our faith.  We should concern ourselves with something better than fiction.  Yet, I am 

reliably informed that on the average not more than three hundred copies of each book written by 

Reverend Hoeksema are sold in our whole denomination.  That should concern us, because it 

points the finger of accusation at the majority of us for not being enough interested in the things 

spiritual to seek to grow in the knowledge of the Word of God. 

You perhaps object that these books are written in heavy, theological language, that they 

are long sermons, hard to understand.  Reviews everywhere acclaim them for deepness of 

thought, but simplicity of language and style. 

You need but pick up the latest publication and test this.  In this Lenten season, I suggest 

that you read “And Jesus in the Midst.”  It is not fiction; but it reads like fiction. It treats the 

thrilling—spiritually thrilling—drama of Jesus on Calvary, of His intercession for transgressors, 

of the Divine answer to His prayer, of His awful depth of suffering, of the testimony of His 

righteousness, of the signs of His victory, of His glorious resurrection.  These things are made to 

live for us in this little 118 page book of 9 chapters.  For the book is written in order that we, too, 

may “watch Him there,” in the confession that it was we who crucified Him, and in the faith that 

“He must suffer in order to enter into His glory,” which is also our glory. 

Read this book to increase your knowledge in an age of ignorance. 

Perhaps, if once you discover it worthwhile, you will make it a habit to spend at least part 

of your reading time with good literature. 
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